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Two decades after the neo liberal reforms were ushered, development today is synonymous with large scale grab of natural resources – land, water, forests, coal, spectrum, and list goes on. India's development is now termed as development of 'crony capitalism' and 'primitive accumulation'. The reforms processes in these years have ensured increased role for private corporations in delivery of services, creation of infrastructure, resource extraction, engage in trade of these resources either directly or through PPP mode in the name of larger public interest and development. The slow and steady take over of the development discourse has been made possible with the growth in power of private corporations and their takeover of media, educational institutions and aggressive promotion of the American dream. The discourse of sustainable development has been now replaced by vigorous pursuit of achieving 8-10 percent of annual growth, which is being promoted as panacea for India's future. This has resulted into throwing away the approach of a balance between natural resource exploitations for development needs and treating these resources purely as capital needed for higher growth. This pursuit has led to biggest scams like spectrum scam, coal scam or land scams in recent past, involving every big or medium size corporate house in the country.


This unprecedented resource accumulation in the name of development has dispossessed millions, deprived them of their livelihood, employment and led to large scale inequality in the society today. The growing inequality in society has resulted in increased number of poor, unemployed, loss of habitat, farm suicides, increased crime rates, conflict, civil unrest and others. The ruling class belief that private capital can be trusted with the job of creating the wealth and redistribute it in the society, is never going to happen. The logic of capitalism dictates continued accumulation of resources in order to maximise profit for few, and use that to further the conditions which will ensure continuance of this practice. This has found complete acceptance amongst all political parties, as a result the question of growth with justice and equality even find very few takers. This paper takes a look at the development processes in the last three decades and people's resistances. The paper is divided in four parts. Part one looks at the Bhopal Gas Tragedy as an important marker in development process and an indication of impending crisis. Part two discusses the development of industrialisation process, progression from industrial zones to industrial corridors. Part three discusses the land and water grab around India's energy projects. Part four discusses the emergence and dynamics of popular resistance since 90s. 

I
Bhopal : An indicator of the Coming Crisis

For India’s environment movements in the 1980s, the horrific tragedy in Bhopal became a symbol of the coming crisis in the country's development trajectory. The tragedy brought to light the failure of India's industrialisation process and influence of multinational corporations on a third world country with weak environmental norms and guidelines. In the aftermath of the tragedy the struggle of survivors raised the question of corporate accountability and justice for survivors of industrial disasters, built a global network and contributed to the larger struggle for social justice in India. The story of survivors is as important as the story of development, and development disaster. 

To turn first to the development project, the Union Carbide factory in Bhopal was part of the industrialisation process followed by India, post independence, which involved setting up big steel plants, nuclear and thermal power plants, and the development of mining and mammoth river valley development projects in collaboration with the industrialised western countries. These projects, established in the name of development and public purpose followed the principle of ‘trickle down’ theory and often lacked any public involvement, often resulting in large scale displacement, deprivation and impoverishment of a population already living at the margins. Bhopal killed people in one night creating a spectacle but many other projects have caused immense damage and the slow death of communities, especially of indigenous communities and scheduled castes, which comprised  50% of  the total development-induced displacement population between 1951-95. There is a lack of credible data at the national level, but on the basis of a survey completed in six states and other research the number of displaced people between 1947 and 2000 is probably around 60 million. Medha Patkar, leader of Narmada Bachao Andolan [NBA, the Save the Narmada Movement], estimates a figure of 100 million today, given a sudden spurt in the growth of mammoth development and infrastructure projects since the 1990s
. 

Bhopal symbolised the crisis which the industrialisation process would lead to. With the current growth strategy India's 1.2 billion population is soon going to face a massive crisis of food, industrial production and energy security. This crisis is being perpetuated due to following a development trajectory ill suited to the needs of the country and its population. Nearly 70 percent of India's population is dependent on the agrarian sector which is in extreme crisis as evident in large number of farmers’ suicides in many states in the past decade. Agrarian input costs are rising, farm holding size is decreasing, soil quality is degrading, rains are becoming more erratic and, most importantly, corporations’ influence on agriculture is increasing thereby linking farm produce prices with international market, leading to a complete loss of sovereignty. This is fuelling the industrial crisis too, since the capital intensive development model is dependent on unsustainable extraction of natural resources leading to hasty depletion and pollution of air, water, soil, rivers and life. India is witnessing jobless growth at the moment, with large number of medium, micro and small industry units being shut every year and mega projects like DMIC (Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor ) impacting people's livelihood directly and creating a handful of jobs, not enough to compensate for losses in other sectors.
II
Industrial Zones to Industrial Corridors

Indian government has experimented with different industrial development policies since independence. An earlier policy involved setting up bodies at the State level such as Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC), Gujarat Infrastructure Development Corporation (GIDC), City and Industrial Development Corporation (CIDCO) etc. These agencies acquired and developed  land, and then handed it over to private companies and corporations under various schemes. However, the process did not achieve the desired results: in most cases half of the land  acquired remains unutilised, many of the industries today are either sick or defunct or have been converted to other purposes. In the government's assessment this development failure is due to limited water, bad communications, transport and lack of infrastructure in general. These are aspects which desperately need improvement, they feel. During the time of NDA [National Democratic Alliance] government, major investments were made in creating the 'Golden Quadrilateral' [a highway network connecting Delhi, Mumbai, Kiolkata and Chennai] and communication, phone and internet, infrastructure. These in some way did contribute to removing bottlenecks, since they connected many of the industrial zones. The Special Economic Zone (SEZ) Act was another step in that direction of attracting investment. However, SEZs became a symbol of large scale resource transfer from peasantry to corporations: the resulting stiff resistance from people and financial crisis made sure that many SEZs didn't take off. As of February 2014, the Ministry of Commerce has given formal approval to 576 and in principal approval to 49, but of these only 154 are operational, a mere 25%. Most large (1000 plus hectares) SEZs have failed to take off. Among others, Raigad (Maharashtra) and Jhajjar (Haryana), both of 5000 Hectares, promoted by the biggest Indian corporate house, Reliance, have failed to take off due to fierce opposition, and are unlikely to be operational in future. 

Industrial Corridors are now proposed as the new model of industrial development by the government and Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) is the first such. Apart from DMIC there are the World Bank supported Eastern Corridor (Amritsar Kolkata Industrial Corridor), the Mumbai – Bangalore – Chennai Corridor with support of the British government, the Kolkata – Chennai Corridor, Bangalore – Mysore Corridor and others, planned or at different stages of planning and execution.  The basic idea behind these corridors is the need to create infrastructure so that existing industrial areas can be more accessible and it is easy for new ones to develop. The entire project is wide ranging and dispersed where comprehensive social and environmental impact assessments are not done. It also appears there has been no concrete planning as to what will be the extent of employment generation, investment, role of local planning bodies, etc.,  but consultants have been employed, Ministerial and Secretarial level meetings at the State and Central level organised, treaties with Japan and other countries and financial institutions signed, authorities and joint ventures set up and so on.  In short, the claim is being made that the purpose of DMIC and other industrial corridors is to create infrastructure, provide land, water, power, skilled manpower, resources, road, rail and other communication infrastructure, so that industries can be set up and existing zones and regions get a boost. 


DMIC, which affects nearly 12-13% of the total land mass of India, spans six States and two Union Territories and will impact nearly 17% of the population of the country. A major portion of the corridor falls within the states of Gujarat, Rajasthan and Maharashtra. The process of fresh land acquisition for the associated Dedicated Freight Corridor, industrial area and investment regions, road network, multimodal hubs and nodes is in progress in many of these states,

These kind of development projects undermine democratic institutions, since  there is a clear exclusion of the role of the local self government institutions. For instance, the gram panchayat [local self-government at the village or small town level] does not have a role in SEZs and a similar pattern seems to be followed here. For instance, in one area affected by the DMIC, the Navi Mumbai industrial area, people have been issued a notification saying that all the powers which rest with their gram panchayats have been taken away and now for all land dealings, they will have to approach the Navi Mumbai industrial area authorities. Ulka Mahajan  of  Sarvahara Jan Andolan, who earlier led the successful fight against the 5000 hectares Raigad SEZ and is now leading the opposition to the development of DMIC in the same area, pointed out that “there has been no talk of this project at the parliament or legislative assembly level. Gram sabha is still a long shot. When we started calling MPs and MLAs, they did not even know about DMIC. How can such a decision be thrust upon us without any discussion whatsoever?” 


Similarly there are concerns with regard to land and water grab, serious environmental impacts, the larger question of people's sovereignty and so on. The strip between Mumbai and Delhi is also the driest in the country. It is seriously water stressed as most of its groundwater has been withdrawn. This makes the question of water availability for the DMIC a pertinent question. “Leave alone rights, we’re talking about survival”, said Vikram Soni, an analyst, at the national convention against the DMIC, in Delhi on March 19, 2013, at the end of a 10 day long caravan from Mumbai to Delhi organised by National Alliance of People's Movements (NAPM). 
III

Land, Water and Energy Complex 


Along with the Industrial corridors, a large number of electricity generation projects in coming decades with an emphasis on high economic growth is leading to unplanned infrastructure development, an urban centric growth model at the cost of rural India and wanton appropriation of natural resources by public and private corporations through various privatisation and reforms measures. The current development paradigm in the country is centred around an 8-10 percent growth rate. The Integrated Energy Policy of India released by the Planning Commission of India says “India cannot deliver sustained 8% growth over the next 25 years without energy and water, and these two together shall, in turn, pose the biggest constraints to India’s growth.” Based on this assumption it recommends that 2031-32 power generation capacity must increase to nearly 800,000 MW from the current capacity of around 225793 MW, as on December 2013, inclusive of all captive plants. The Integrated Energy Policy projects an increase of 113,000 MW on April 2011 to 340,000 MW thermal (coal and gas) capacity and from 84,000 at current levels to 150,000 MW by 2031-31. In addition it projects an increase of 4,560 MW on June 2010 to 63,000 MW nuclear energy production. 

Such a huge increase in India’s energy generation capacity will mean large scale utilisation of land, water, forest, coal and other resources. A study by the Prayas Energy Group
, Pune, suggests that, after the deregulation of the electricity sector in 2003-4 and entry of private corporations, there has been  completely unplanned growth and capacity addition. The study shows that the Ministry of Environment and Forest has accorded environmental clearances to a large number of coal and gas-based power plants whose capacity totals 192,913 MW. Another 508,907 MW are at various stages in the environmental clearance cycle, that is, they are either Awaiting Environmental Clearance, or have Terms of Reference (TOR) Granted, or are Awaiting TOR. It is extremely rare for a thermal power plant (TPP) to be denied environmental clearance. This means that there are around 701,820 MW of coal and gas plants waiting to be built in the coming years. Coal based plants account for an overwhelming 84% of these in-pipeline projects.

Strikingly, many of the projects in the pipeline will be geographically concentrated in a few areas. Only 30 districts (or 4.7% of the total 626 districts in India) will have more than half of the proposed plants with their capacity adding up to about 380,000 MW. Several of these districts are adjoining each other, and hence the real concentration of power plants is even higher than that revealed by the district-wise figures. 
While the state and central sectors have a large share in existing TPPs (at 82%), private sector participation is set to increase significantly, with the private sector accounting for 73% of all projects in the pipeline. Also private interests are highly concentrated: 10 private corporate groups are planning to build about 160,000 MW.


The construction of large numbers of thermal power plants and dams for meeting the projected electricity targets will have multiple impacts on the environment and livelihood and cause massive social unrest and conflict in India. Maharashtra has logged 44,276 farm suicides since 1997, over a fifth of the national total of 216,500, due to lack of irrigation and the poor financial plight of farmers, most of them from this region. Maharashtra remained the worst State for farm suicides for the tenth successive year, reporting 2,872 as per the data available from National Crime Records Bureau. 
 A larger number of new thermal power plants in the region will further worsen the situation and increase the overall stress level. Many parts of the country are already facing severe shortages of water for drinking and agricultural uses. With a hugely growing population and a penchant for additional large industries there will be unmanageable demand for water in the years to come: this, coupled with a huge addition to coal power capacity, will result in a national crisis. Bhopal preceded these but the development monstrosity has grown several fold today.  
IV
India gained independence in 1947 but the struggle for social and economic independence and political freedom continues for millions of working and toiling masses of disadvantaged castes and religions. The ideals and dreams which guided the making of an Indian state differed greatly from what would have delivered true freedom to the masses. A country in the making borrowed ideals of industrial modernity but failed to implement the principles of equality, justice and rightful development of every individual.
Beginnings of new social movements 

Since the 1990s a new wave of 'modernisation' is under progress in the name of liberalising the economy which would remove the chains shackling the Indian tiger, as claimed by the ruling classes. The progress on the social fronts made until now has come under severe attack. This process of neo-liberal globalisation has since then led to great churning and political consternation among sections of society who are now refusing to live with oppression and inequality and are staking claims like never before. These ripples of protest and resistance to designs of ruling classes and capital, national and international, are built on the wave of new social movements which emerged after the 'Emergency' in the 1970s. In the 1970s many young students, influenced by the ideas of Gandhi, Marx, Mao and Jayprakash Narayan, left the comforts of their homes to organise and mobilise for social transformation in villages. Together with the wider social and political transformations nationally and internationally new social movements were born in the country. In some ways, the liberalisation of ideas, political principles, human rights ideals and a vision for the equitable and less consumptive society and development started in that period.  

The period saw the convergence of different political tendencies  -socialists, Gandhians, Marxist-Leninists, Amdekarites and others- giving birth to women's movements, the environmental movement, the new labour movement, the appropriate technology movement, radical dalit movements, adivasi movements, and the seeds of an urban movement. These movements challenged the established political forms of nationalism and developmentalism and pushed for an identity politics like never before: the questions of dignity and livelihood acquired a new significance. Unlike earlier Dalits and Adivasis were raising the questions of dignity and identity on their own terms, a marked shift from earlier movements like the temple entry movement or the anti caste movements organised by non-dalits.
Emerging identities and concerns 

The women's movement similarly raised the question of equality and respect for women within and outside their homes and in every sphere of life. The movement challenged the patriarchy and struck at its root, raising questions around centuries of oppression and subjugation, as was done also by dalit movements. The environmental movement in the country started dissecting the development processes in the country and mobilised to redefine the development paradigm. On the other hand, the victims of an industrial process, Bhopal survivors raised the issues of  corporate accountability, industrial safety, health issues and many others. These movements together developed a new vocabulary of social transformation going beyond the class framework of Marxian struggles.


These movements believed in the ideals of justice, dignity, freedom and equity for all which were to be achieved using peaceful non-violent means of struggle through people's power. Many of these ideas found their echo in the Indian constitution but the praxis of movements and their programs were influenced by thinkers and actors like Gandhi, Ambedkar, Marx, Phule and others. The struggle for constitutional rights and the acceptance of Indian nation by these movements marked their difference from the class based struggles and also from the Maoists, who are currently waging a war against the Indian state. These movements use the language of rights as enshrined in the fundamental constitutional rights but nevertheless continue to critique the functions of the Indian State. They remain committed to the idea of Indian Democracy while being critical of its practice and work towards developing a counter narrative and challenging its hegemony. Every attempt by the Indian state to capture people's rights is resisted, so people's movements pose a fundamental challenge to the authority of the state itself.  
Building alliances critiquing development 


Every social movement is a process of building alliances of diverse interests, of humans, of ideologies and energies and developing a language of resistance, and beyond that giving shape to visions and dreams and developing alternatives to the existing social, political and economic processes and systems. The visions and alternatives are not always explicit and don't always evolve in a day: they take years of practice and struggle. The voices of those at the margins are manifested by the movements and are often heard only because they mobilise and collectivise themselves. The margins of Indian society, in reality, is the story of majority – dalits, adivasis, informal and unorganised sector workers, minorities, slum dwellers and others. Systemic inequities ensure that resources in the society are grabbed by the powerful who are a tiny minority. Movements are about making the society more equal, accessible and just - struggles of adivasis, dalits, forest dwellers, slum dwellers and masses to establish their right and control over the natural resources – land, water and forest. 


They struggle and ask hard questions of those in power, challenge their hegemony and dominance and in the process struggle to eke out a dignified livelihood. Key to these visions and alternatives are people who make and care about this world. They respect mother earth and believe in the right of the people over the right of the state and corporations. The principles of equity, justice, peace, non-violence, decentralisation and self organisation are reflected in their day to day struggle, lives and larger visions of society. The Bhopal survivors’ movement is part of this rainbow of social movements. 


The processes of industrialisation and urbanisation have brought into focus the question of livelihood and inequity which are central to the questions of dignity and identity. Dalits and Adivasis are much aware today of their rights than they were few decades ago. Historically, dalits didn't have access to resources and adivasis had, but now they are both fighting on this front, to gain access and to retain their access, respectively. In this process of struggle solidarities are forged, not always with desired success, but efforts continue. 

The National Alliance of People's Movements (NAPM) in March 2013 undertook a Yatra (caravan) alongside the DMIC to link up many of the ongoing struggles and forge a national platform to build a collective struggle against the Corridor model of development, which has huge social, ecological and economic consequences.  At the concluding convention, Medha Patkar of NAPM critiqued this kind of forced development, which she called aggressive progress which furthers the interests of cities alone. “The current land bill (now Act) has included everything from highways to dams under infrastructure... people are still without roads and toilets.” She further stated that the idea of this need for infrastructure has been propagated effectively. “People have been fighting battles against SEZs, railway tracks, power plants little knowing that they were fighting the DMIC. Even the Principal Secretary in Maharashtra said that he knew no more than we do, that too from the website.”  All 6 states affected by the DMIC have been doing the groundwork irrespective of the different parties which are in power. Legal changes are being brought about to legalise the loot; blanket clearances over labour laws, land acquisition laws and environmental compliance rules for smooth implementation of the DMIC.  “But no project is possible without people’s participation,” she said ending with triumphant Kheti Bachao, Desh Bachao! (save agriculture, save nation).


People's movements in the region are still evolving, since information is still trickling down and the process of development of the corridor is slowly unfolding. In some states, there is an effort at larger coordination amongst movements to strengthen the local struggles and also forge a broader identity. Maharashtra and Gujarat have coordinated efforts taking place, and in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Haryana such efforts are under way. As the government is signing deals with financial institutions, corporations and countries, people's resistance is gaining steam by the news in mid-2013 that the government is reconsidering the location of Dighi industrial zone due to farmers resistance to land acquisition. This is the same area where Raigad SEZ to be developed by Reliance was to be established but, due to people's resistance, had to be cancelled.  

It is in this light that we need to see the anti dam protests around the country today in the Narmada Valley
, Brahamaputra Valley in the North East
, in Andhra Pradesh against the Polavaram dam
, various dams on the Ganges in Uttarakhand
 and all across the country. A large number of conflicts and protests have also been centred around the construction of thermal power plants - Karanpura
, Kakrapalli
, Anuppur
 and so on.  These protests are not only against displacement and loss of livelihood, but are challenging the development model per se and the inequity which this model is brewing in society. It is extremely crucial that comprehensive planning has to take into account the overall ecological and material conditions to plan for the development, growth and livelihood rights of the people. 
Struggles over science, technology and information

These protests and opposition to the infrastructure development plans of the Indian State over the past three decades have developed a critique of the state’s development model, but the State continues to come up with new technological fixes for the development deficiency. Apart from the industrial corridors, there is a plan to interlink rivers to deal with the drought and flood problems. The river linking plan has been widely opposed by the communities and also the planners, but every now and then the scheme keeps resurfacing in various forms and is done at the neglect and destruction of traditional water systems and management. The hydraulic solutions to the social and political problems are inadequate since the lack of water for irrigation, agriculture and power needs are also as much social and political problems in a diverse country like India. 

Movements with twin strategy of opposition and critical engagement have developed a critique of these plans and exposed the fallacy of the projected benefits and the hidden agenda of the market and corporations. In this context, it is worth mentioning the three decade old struggle of Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), against the Sardar Sarovar Dam, which raised fundamental questions about the development paradigm itself, asking development for whom, by whom and at what cost, thereby developing a whole counter narrative to the prevalent development discourse. This questioning shook the established notions of the Nehruvian model of top-down development by the state with the masses asked to make sacrifices in the larger interest. Growing from this development of an alternative development discourse new struggles developed over science, technology and the control of information.  

This meant painstaking research and data collection and the need to counter state propaganda and expose the false claims of development. This became much more nuanced and clear in the struggle of Bhopal gas survivors, Narmada Bachao Andolan and in recent times by the People's Movements Against Nuclear Energy (PMANE) against the Koodankulam nuclear power plant. These groups came up with their own data, facts and counter claims against the government's claim of power generation and other benefits or impacts of the tragedy and culpability of the corporations involved. They showed the enormous social, environmental and financial costs associated with the construction of these gigantic projects. These exposes meant the government came under pressure and also had to be cautious and careful when it planned other such projects. These challenges from people's movements have not forced a complete abandonment of these projects but has surely got them thinking and also led to reduction in the numbers. Today it is no longer possible for the government to construct a plant like the one in Bhopal in the heart of an Indian city.

The struggle for control of  knowledge and information also meant that activists assumed different roles. Their role was not only limited to organising and protesting but expanded to acquiring scientific knowledge, analysing data, arguing cases, writing articles and papers, and advocating their cause on national and international platforms. This has been observed with many other movements and as the time goes by the new movements are becoming more apt at this. The role of experts has become more pronounced in the new forms of governance, which are relying on expert knowledge for making crucial decisions rather than only depending on the bureaucracy: this means that the state has a far greater ability to now co-opt the knowledge of experts or academics. Hence, the greater the need for developing the knowledge base and expertise of activists and movements.
These developments have contributed towards the existing vocabulary of protests and developed new idioms adopted by other ongoing struggles in the country. The Right to Information Act 2005 is a result of the struggles of these movements. Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan, MKSS (Workers Peasants Power Organisation) led the struggle for the RTI Act but the importance of access to information was recognised in various struggles and, as a result, they all came together in different ways and demanded this right.

However, today in numerous protests, movement groups and individuals have put their lives at stake when faced with extreme forms of oppression and violence. The criminalisation of democratic movements and the repression which results is becoming rampant now, resulting in imprisonment, false charges, court cases, harassment and so on. The criminalisation of human rights defenders and those in minorities engaged in struggle for justice have become the norm now. These acts of the state against its own citizens are reflections of the ability of these movements to impede the industrial development project, which has faced opposition on the grounds of resulting impoverishment and dispossession in the name of the larger public good. 
V

Conclusion 

Bhopal signified death by design, as pointed out in numerous reports, articles and papers on the management of the factory, negligence by factory management to cut costs etc. When the Union Carbide factory was constructed India didn't have strict environmental regulations, which meant a plant of this nature could be constructed right in the heart of the city. The disaster preceded the establishment of Ministry of Environment and Forest and the subsequent environmental regulations and guidelines. But did these regulations and guidelines translate into addressing the question of development planning, consulting people, making them a part of the development, or promote the agenda of ecological sustainability? 


The struggle of  the survivors of Bhopal and, at the same time, of the adivasis, workers and farmers struggle against the Sardar Sarovar Dam (SSD) barely 300 kms away, which was led by Narmada Bachao Andolan brought these questions to national focus. The SSD has been in making for three decades, which gave the NBA a chance to raise the questions of the development paradigm and alternative development nationally, while also pointing to the Bhopal tragedy as a result of the existing development policy. In the national consciousness a tragedy of the magnitude of Bhopal became synonymous with the lack of people's participation in development planning, the undue influence of the multinational corporations and of foreign investments. The 1990s were the early days of the neo-liberal economic reforms and also the site of contestation and opposition from farmers groups, trade unions, adivasis, dalits, women groups, left parties, socialist and gandhian groups. 

This opposition created pressure on the government and slowed down the development process, though the direction was set. Bhopal was portrayed by the state’s apologists as an aberration and not the norm: however, developments since then in past two decades show that nothing has changed. For people's movements it was clear that Bhopal was not an aberration but was a symbol of things to come. Death by design continues in ever new incarnation of industrialisation process.

The industrialisation process, neglecting all set laws and precedences, is creating situations like Bhopal, whose survivors continue to struggle for justice and relief even after three decades. It is only due to the resistance from survivors that corporate accountability is on agenda and in the domain of public discourse. There is resistance from people's movements and affected communities but that has not deterred the government from undertaking massive disastrous projects like the Koodankulam Nuclear Power Project, against which PMANE has been fighting against all odds. 

These struggles are seeds of hope for future generations and illustrate society coming to its own rescue when the government's visions are blinkered and short sighted. India's ruling class is in a hurry, severely undermining human security. People's movements are struggling against this development paradigm with a vision for a comprehensive decentralised model of non-consumerist socialist growth which remains the only hope for the future. Movements are experimenting with these ideas and models in different spheres, which can only save us in the future; these ideas and models  need to be promoted and improved.

Last year on the anniversary of Bhopal, many people's movements, including National Alliance of People's Movements, All India Union of Forest Working People, New Trade Union Initiative, Jan Sangharsh Vahini, Domestic Workers Union, Delhi Shahri Mahila Kaamgaar Union, Delhi Solidarity Group and others, came together to commemorate the disaster in Delhi and issued a joint statement calling for unity and linking up the struggles against many corporations  elsewhere in India. They declared “the struggle of Bhopal survivors against Dow Chemicals is today emblematic of the communities struggle across country against corporations. Whether it is the struggle of Adivasis of Niyamgiri against Vedanta, villagers of Plachimada against Coca-Cola, villagers of Jagatsinghpur against POSCO, factory workers against Maruti Suzuki, farmers against Monsanto, and many others. The larger message today is that these are not segregated struggles of peoples’ movements against few specific evil Corporations. It is a fierce challenge to the unaccountable power of the larger Corporate Structure, which uses their muscle and money power to thwart any kind of resistance targeted at them
.”

By way of conclusion, we can only say that as long as we continue to treat natural resources as capital and accumulate it for mindless exploitation and profiteering, will lead to ecological disasters and massive dispossession and loss of life and livelihood. The principle of trusteeship coupled with the values of self reliance and ecological sustainability can lead development of true alternatives to the current model of development with people at its centre.  
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