
 

1 

Sixth Critical Studies Conference, 2017 

Gender-based violence on less advantaged migrant women in  

peri-urban Johannesburg and how they respond 

Authors: 

Nora S. von Kitzing currently researches at the Witwatersrand Univerversity on African ‘Shifting 

Families’ to analyse how African migrant families navigate the cityscape of Johannesburg, how 

national policy on family and immigration impacts their life, looking at their lived experience in 

Johannesburg. Prior to studying the ‘European Master in Migration and Intercultural Relations’, she 

studied International Development and did field work on migrants and vulnerable populations in 

Austria, France and Kenya. She will complete her Master in the summer of 2018. 

Abstract: 

This paper examines how less advantaged migrant women (less advantaged in respect to their legal 

status: irregular migrants, refugees and asylum seekers) navigate Soweto and Diepsloot, 

Johannesburg in light of recent gender-based violence incidences and xenophobic attacks by the 

police, taxi drivers and the broader society. These peri-urban settlements are reported to have some 

of the highest gender-based violence prevalence in South Africa1, 500 sexual-assault cases were 

reported to the Diepsloot police since 20 1 32. The South African Police Service recorded 51,895 

sexual assaults in 2015/16 in all of South Africa3 .Most recently there has been an intensified public 

response resulting from recent rapes in taxis and the police being reluctant to help4. In 2017 foreign-

owned shops were looted and three foreign nationals were killed in Jeppestown, Johannesburg5. 

The goal is to show how less advantaged migrant women experience, negotiate and respond to 

xenophobic treatment and especially gender-based violence. Moreover the intersectionality of their 

‘illegality’ and ‘womanhood’ is explored, to highlight their particular vulnerability and showcase the 

fluidity of xenophobic and gender-based violence. With a ‘right to the city’ approach, the essay 

draws out how women’s rights are diminished in urban spaces. It further explores how less 

advantaged migrant women navigate the city with the politics of invisibility, how they choose to 

remain in abusive relationships to avoid other more violent public spaces, and how they participate 

in the political ‘protest’ culture to strive for gender and urban justice. Binaries such as colonised/free 

black women's bodies are illustrated. The contrast of citizen/migrant rights and the diverging reality 

is demonstrated. In addition, concepts of visible/invisible borderlines are explored. 
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 http://ewn.co.za/2017/03/24/joburg-taxi-rapes-second-victim-battling-to-get-police-help 
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visibility, domestic violence, borders; 
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