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INTRDDUCTIDN

THE PAPERS IN THIS PANEL TRY TD MAKE THREE LARGER PDINTS. THEY ARE
AS FDLLDWS: FIRST, THE HISTDRY DF PDSTCDLDNIAL URBANIZATIDN
LACKS A NECESSARYSELF-CRITICALITYWITHDUT THINKINGTHRDUGH THE
RDLE DF REFUGEES IN THE PRDCESS. AS THE CITIES BEGAN TD REPRESENT
THENEW NATIDN, MUCH DF DUR URBAN PLANNING AND GDVERNANCE
BECAME PREDCCUPIED WITH THE SETTLEMENT AND DISTRIBUTIDN DF
REFUGEES ACRDSS THE SUBCDNTINENT, INCLUDING IN PAKISTAN AND
BANGLADESH. THANKS TD THE EXCELLENTSCHDLARSHIP DN HDW THESE
CITIES AND RESPECTIVE STATES HAVE MANAGED DR NDT TD REHABILITATE
THE REFUGEES, WE CAN NDW ASK ANDTHER QUESTIDN, NAMELY: HDW DID
THE REFUGEES CDNTRIBUTE TD THE MAKING DF THESE CITIES AND STATES.
IT IS NDT A QUESTIDN DF THEIR SELF-DRGANIZATIDN BUT THEIR
DRGANIZATIDN DF THE DUTSIDE WDRLD — WHAT IS THEIR STRUCTURAL
FUNCTIDN IN THE LARGER SCHEME DF URBANIZATIDN. OUR SECDND
PDINT SHDULDEXPLAIN THIS FURTHERCDNTRARY TD THE PDPULAR
PERCEPTIDN  DF REFUGEES AS A DRAIN DN VITAL RESDURCES
ANDCDNTINUDUS THREAT TDURBAN DRDER, WE ARGUE THAT THE RDLE
DF REFUGEES ISESSENTIAL TD A WIDE RANGE DF PDLITICAL ECDNDMIC
DEVELDPMENTS THAT ACTUALLY MAKE UP URBANIZATIDN. THESE
INCLUDECAUSINGEXPANSIDN  INPDDR  AND MIDDLE CLASS HDUSING
ALDNG WITHTHE NETWDRKS DF PETTY TRADE AND CDMMERCE, LEADING
MAJDR SHIFTS IN LAND USE AND RAISING PERIPHERAL LAND PRICES AS WELL
ASMAKING AVAILABLE DIFFERENT NETWDRKS DFLABDR AND LIVELIHDDD
AT DIFFERENT SCALES. I BELIEVE WE ARE YET TD SUFFICIENTLY INVESTIGATE
THE RDLE DF THESE FACTDRS IN PDSTCDLDNIAL URBANIZATIDN, IN TERMS
DF THE CITY INFRASTRUCTURE AND ITS HABITUS, AND THAT IS WHERE WE
SHDULD BE HEADING. HAVING ACHIEVED ITS EMINENCE THRDUGH
SCHDLARSHIP DN REFUGEES AND MDVING TDWARDS
LDGISTICALGD VERNMENTALITY, [ BELIEVE A CDNFERENCE DF THE
CALCUTTA RESEARCH GRDUP IS THE IDEAL PLACE TD SUBMIT SUCH A
PRDPDSITIDN. THE THIRD PDINT DF THE PANEL CDNCERNS SDMETHING
THAT ISIMPLICIT IN THE FIRST PAPER AND FLAGGED IN THE SECDND PAPER.
[T ISAPDINT I WANT TD UNPACKMDREAND UNDERLINEHERE.

WHEN WE BEGIN TD SEE THE REFUGEE AS A PDSTCDLDNIAL URBAN
ACTDRJIT ALLDWS ANEW WINDDW DN HINDSIGHT TDTHE PARTITIDN,
WHICHND LDNGER APPEARS A TRAGIC AND ACCIDENTAL EVENT. ON
HINDSIGHT THE PARTITIDN ACQUIRES A DEFINITE PURPDSE, A CERTAIN
CAREER AND THE CDNTRIBUTIDNS DF A HISTDRICAL CDNJUNCTURE, A
MACRD AGENCY. IT UNLEASHES A FDRCE DF MUCH LDNGER DURATIDN
THAN THE EVENT, WHICHSPECIFICALLY WDRKS TD ARRANGEAND
DISTRIBUTE MASSES, MAKE AND UNMAKE SPACES, ARREST AND CREATE
FLDWS DF ASSETS AND PRDPERTY, AMENDDLD RULES AND CREATE NEW



LAWS TD  REGULATE  PDPULATIDNS, IN  SHDRTDE AND  RE-
TERRITDRIALIZETHE NATIDN, ALBEITDN A LIMITED SCALE. AT ANY RATE
THE REFUGEES ARE INTEGRALIN MANY WAYS TD THE DEVELDPMENT
DFSEVERALCITIES  INTHE = SUBCDNTINENT, INCLUDING THE CAPITAL
CITIESTHIS IS WHAT MY PANEL MEMBERS HAVE TRIED TD ESTABLISH.I WILL
[LLUSTRATE IT FURTHER WITH THE CASE DF DHAKA. AS WE SHALL SEE, MY
CASE ALSD REVEALS THE CURRENT STATE DF THE PARTITIDN REFUGEES, A
PDPULATIDN BDUND IN A CAMP LIKE SPACE WHERE INSTEAD DF A PAST
EVENT THE PARTITIDN CDNTINUES TD LINGER AND DECIDE THE PRESENT.
[TRUNS CDNTRARYTD THE NARRATIVE WE KNDW. THE DRIGINAL
REFUGEES  HAVE BEEN  REHABILITATED AND ABSDRBED BY HDST
SDCIETIESFD LLD WING MIGRATIDN; THE CURRENT STATE IS RESULT DF NEW
CYCLES DF MIGRATIDN. ALTHDUGH CDRRECT IN A STRICTLY NARRDW
SENSE, WHAT THIS STDRY MISSES DUT ISABSDLUTELY CRUCIAL: THAT THERE
REMAINS A LARGER NECESSITY TDMAINTAIN A CLASS DF REFUGEES AND
PRECARIDUS ~ MIGRANTS, TD  CARRY DUT THE PRDCESS WE
CALLURBANIZATIDN. ~ THIS ~ NEEDHAS ~ DNLY  INTENSIFIED  WITH
THENEDLIBERAL SHIFT TD SERVICE SECTDRFINANCE CAPITAL AND REAL
ESTATE. WE MUST THEN RECDNSIDER THE PARTITIDNAS A LARGER
STRATEGY, SIMILAR TDA PDLITICAL PRIMITIVE ACCUMULATIDN, WHERE THE
FUNCTIDN DF REFUGEES IS TD BEGIN WITHLIKE A RESERVE ARMY DF LABDR.

WHAT FDLLDWS WILL PRESENT THE SPECIFIC CASE DF A SIGNIFICANTLY
LARGE REFUGEE SETTLEMENT — THE GENEVACAMP, LDCATED IN AN AREA
CALLED MDHAMMADPUR IN THE WEST DF DHAKA, WHERE NEW SUBURBS
STARTED EMERGING ARDUND 2000 ANDUNDERGDING RAPID AND LARGE
SCALE EXPANSIDN FRDM 2015. THE PAPER HAS TWD SECTIDNS. THE FIRST
PART GIVES A BRIEF DUTLINE DF THE URBAN GRDWTH DF DHAKA AND
THEREDEVELDPMENT DF MDHAMMADPUR IN THE PAKISTAN PERIDD TD
REHABILITATE THE PARTITIDN REFUGEES. THE SECDND PART DFFERS A
DETAILED ACCDUNTDFTHE BIHARI MUSLIM PDPULATIDN LIVING IN THE
GENEVA CAMP. WE TALK DF THEIR SDCIALMARGINALIZATIDN, LABDR AND
LIVELIHDDD, AND A STRATEGIC SENSE DF SELFHDDD AS PART DF THEIR
PDLITICS. TD CDNCLUDE WE TDUCH UPDN THELATEST URBAN GRDWTH
IN THIS AREA SHAPED BY CDNTEMPDRARY CAPITAL, WHERE THE CAMP SITS
LIKE AN ISLAND DF ANACHRDNISM, AN ALIEN SPACE IN THE HEARTDF NEW
DHAKA.

SECTIDN 1: THE GRDWTH DF DHAKA AND MDHAMMADPUR

* THE RIVER BURIGANGA IS A MINDR TRICKLE IN THE 2017 LAND USE MAP
DF DHAKA. IT IS PUSHED SD FAR BELDW INTD THE BACKGRDUND DF THE
CURRENT SPREAD DF DHAKA THAT WE FIND VERY HARD TD IMAGINE
HDW THE CITY BEGANFDUR HUNDRED YEARS AGD* IT STARTED WITH A
THIN LINE DF SETTLEMENTS RIGHT NEXT TD THE RIVER, THREADING THE
NDRTH BANK DURING THE LATE MUGHAL PERIDD.THE RIVER WAS BACK
THEN AND IN GENERAL RIVERS ARE CENTRAL TD LIFE AND TRANSPDRT IN
THE WIDER REGIDN, BEING A DELTA. HDWEVERAT LEAST IN THE ECDNDMIC
SENSE THIS SIGNIFICANCE ISNDW DN A RAPID DECLINE, AS MEGA BRIDGES
ARE BEING BUILT ACRDSS THE MAJDR RIVERS LIKE YAMUNA, BURIGANGA
AND PADMA. LARGE PARTS DF THESE RIVERS ARE UNDERGDING LANDFILL
AND THE BURIGANGA IS ND LDNGER THE MDST ATTRACTIVE PART DF THE



CITY. BACK IN THE MUGHAL PERIDD, THIS IS WHERE DHAKA WAS, WITH
MUCH DF ITSPUBLIC LIFE, URBAN CHARACTERS AND FANCY MANSIDNS AND
PALACES RIGHT NEXT TD RIVER.

OURSITE, MDHAMMADPUR, WAS A SPARSELY PDPULATED BDRDER DF
MUGHAL DHAKA. MDRE DF AN DUTPDST PRDNE TD FLDDDING IT HAD ND
SIGNIFICANT HABITATIDN. LARGELY MARSHY AND LDW LAND, LYING VERY
CLDSE TD THE RIVER, IT MARKED THE CITY'S LIMIT TD THE WEST, WHDSE
CENTRE LAY DDWN IN THE SDUTH IN LDCALITIES LIKE GENDARIA AND
SADARGHAAT, THE BIGTERMINUS DF RIVER TRANSPDRT SYSTEM, NEXT TD
THE AHSANMANZILTHAT HDUSEDMUGHAL RDYALTY. THE CITY GAVE UP
GRDWING ALDNG THE RIVER AND STARTED SPREADING NDRTHWARD
INSTEAD UNDER THE BRITISH RULE, TURNING ITS BACK TD THE RIVER, LIKE
IN DELHI AND KDLKATA, MDVING TD LAND LDCKED AREAS AND USING
SURFACE TRANSPDRT MDRE AND MDRE HEAVILY. HDWEVERDESPITE NEW
RDADS CDMING UP NDT TDD MANY SETTLEMENTS DEVELDPED IN
CDLDNIAL DHAKA. IN CDNTRAST A LARGE NUMBER DF MDDERN
SETTLEMENTS, RESIDENTIAL AREAS AND IMPDRTANT CDMMERCIAL
LD CALITIES LIKE MDTIJHEEL CAME UP IN THE EARLY PDSTCDLDNIAL PERIDD,
UNDER MILITARY RULE IN THE PAKISTAN REGIME. AYUB KHAN BUILT THE
FIRST EMBANKMENT THAT STARTED THE TRANSFDRMATIDN DF THE AREA
CALLED MDHAMMADPUR. UNDER THE LIKES DF HIM, THE PAKISTAN
REGIMESET DFF A NEW SPATE DF URBANIZATIDN, MAINLY BY CLAIMING
MARSHLANDS AFTER STDPPING THEIR INUNDATIDN WITH CDNCRETE
EMBANKMENTS. TD THIS DAY IT REMAINS A MAJDR MDDE DF DHAKA'S
URBANIZATIDN.

THE EMBANKMENT HELPED TD CREATE NEW HABITATIDNS FDR THE URDU-
SPEAKING PARTITIDN REFUGEES FRDM INDIA WHD WERE SETTLED ACRDSS
LD CALITIES STRETCHING FRDM MDHAMMADPUR TD MIRPUR IN THE EARLY
1980S. FDRMERLY INHABITED BY A FEW LDW-CASTE HINDUS, THE REBUILT
AREA SDDN ASSUMED A LDDK FAMILIAR TD MIDDLE CLASS LDCALITIES DF
THE PERIDD, HDUSING A PDPULATIDN CDNSIDERED CLDSE TD THE RULERS
WITH SDME WDRKING IN LDWER RANK ADMINISTRATIVE PDSITIDNS. A
NEW EMBANKMENT WAS ADDED TD THE AREA WHEN ANDTHER MILITARY
FIGURE, ERSHAD, CAME TD PDWER AFTER THE FDRMATIDN DF
BANGLADESH. ERSHADCHECKED THE INUNDATIDN FURTHER AFTER A
MAJDR FLDDD IN 1988, LEADING TD MDRE LANDFILL AND RECLAMATIDN
DF LAND ADDING NEW NEIGHBDRHDDDS TD MDHAMMADPUR. BY THE
1990S, A SET DF NEW HDUSING PRDJECTS HAD TAKEN DFF IN ADABAR IN
MDHAMMADPUR, WHICH BECAME DENSELY BUILT UP BY THE 2000. THE
LDCALS STILL RECALL WITH A SENSE DF WDNDER HDW RAPIDLYTHE PLACE
CHANGED. IT WAS A SMALL SETTLEMENT AND A QUAINT PICNIC SPDT
UNTILI98O, WHERE DNE TDDK A BDAT TD VISIT THE DLD SAATMASJID IN
ADABAR DR NEARBY VILLAGES IN BDSILA. BY 2000, THERE WERE IDENTICAL
RDWS DF MULTISTDRIED HDUSING SDCIETIES CDNNECTED TD NEW
ARTERIALMETAL ~ RDADS  AND  AXIAL  BRIDGES. MDHAMMADPUR
HADCAUGHT UP WITH THE CITY. ND MDRE A BDRDER IT WAS A
NEWSUBURB DF DHAKA.

* AS THE GEDGRAPHY DF THE AREA KEPT CHANGING, SD DID THE LDCAL
DEMDGRAPHY. BY 2005 MDHAMMADPUR HAD BECDME THE HDUSING
ADDRESS DF A RATHER LARGE AND MIXED PDPULATIDN, INCLUDING
STUDENTS, LDWER AND MIDDLE CLASS FAMILIES, YDUNG URBAN



PRDFESSIDNALS, AND MANY WHD WERE DAILY MIGRATING FRDM
DISTRICTS AND DISTANT TDWNS TD TRY THEIR LUCK IN DHAKA. THEY
HAD ND DRGANIC CDNNECTIDN WITH THE AREA BUT FDUND IT CHEAPER
THAN  UP-MARKET LDCALITIES LIKE GULSHAN DR  BASUNDHARA.
MDHAMMADPUR WAS NDT TDD FAR FRDM CDMMERCIAL AREAS LIKE
MDTIJHEELWHERE MDST DFFICES ARE LDCATED, AND VERY CLDSE TDNEW
ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS LIKE SHER E BANGLA NAGAR AND THE
PARLIAMENT. BY THE TIME THE JAPAN CITY MEGA HDUSING PRDJECT WAS
CDMPLETED IN 2010, THE DLDER PDPULATIDN WAS MDRE DR LESS
GDNE*IN PARTICULAR, THE URDU SPEAKING BIHARI MUSLIM REFUGEES
WHD BUILT THE AREA AND PDPULATED IT IN THE PAKISTAN PERIDD WERE
ALMDST ENTIRELY ERASED FRDM THE LDCALITY. MANY DF THEM HAD
MIGRATED, SDME DIED IN THE 1971 WARAND SUBSEQUENT MASSACRES. THE
SURVIVING LDT, MDRE THAN TWD MILLIDN, CDNTINUES TD LIVE IN
CAMPSFDR  ‘STRANDED PAKISTANIS SPREADACRDSS BANGLADESH. THE
GENEVA CAMP IS THE LARGEST DF THEMLDCATED RIGHT NEXT TD
ADABAR.

SECTIDN 2: THE GENEVA CAMP

* 1T DDES NDT FEEL LIKE 2017 INSIDE THE CAMP: A CERTAIN LDDK AND A
CERTAIN PACE DF LIFE CHARACTERIZES THE CAMP THAT FEELS CLDSER TD
2000 DR EVEN THE 1990S; YDU STILL FIND AUDID CASSETTES DF QAWAALI
AND RELIGIDUS SERMDNS SDLD NEXT TD SHDPS DF SDME DF THE BEST
KEBABS IN THE CITY AND A BIG DUTDDDR VEGETABLE AND FISH MARKET
THE LIKE DF WHICH IS NDWRARE IN DHAKA. MY FIELDWDRK IN THIS CAMP
STRETCHES DVER THE PAST DECADE, AND MAINLY CDNSISTS DF LDNG
INTERVIEWS AND SEVERAL RDUNDS DF ETHNDGRAPHY, SDMETIMES
TRACKING THE SAME FAMILY AND INDIVIDUALS ACRDSS YEARS. AS NDTED
BEFDRE, THE ENTIRE NEIGHBDRHDDD HAS CHANGED IN SPECTACULAR
WAYS THAT DISDRIENT ME. BUT THE DNLY VISIBLE CHANGE IN THE CAMP IS
THE PRECARIDUS VERTICAL EXTENSIDN DF TWD DR THREE STDRIES DN
THE NARRDW TENEMENT STRUCTURE ERECTED BACK IN THE 1970S. I HAD
STARTED WITH LDDKING AT ISSUES DF CITIZENSHIP AND VDTING RIGHTS
IN THE CAMP, RAISED BY A YDUTH DRGANIZATIDN IN THE EARLY 2000,
WHDSE DEMANDS HAVE SINCEHADLIMITED SUCCESS. MY WDRK THEN
MDVED TDWARDS LDDKING AT MEMBERS DF THE DLDER GENERATIDN
WHD DID NDT WANT CITIZENSHIP, AMDNG DTHER REASDNS BECAUSE
THEY HAD ACCESS TD ILLEGAL RDUTES DF SEASDNALLY MIGRATING AND
WDRKING IN DTHER CDUNTRIES. A FEW BELIEVED AFTER ALL THESE YEARS
THEY WILL BE TAKEN BACK TD PAKISTAN WHILE DTHERS HAD ND HDPES
FRDM THE STATE. AS I SHIFTED TD THE AVAILABLE FDRMS DF LIVELIHDDD
AND LABDR AMDNG THEM I BECAME INTERESTED IN THE CODMMUNITY AND
LDCAL RESDURCE NETWDRKS THAT SUSTAIN THEM. IN THE PRDCESS, |
FDUND SEVERAL LAYERS DF PDLITICS INVDLVED IN THE INTERACTIDN
WITH THE LDCAL STATE THAT ARE NDT UNCDMMDN TD THE URBAN
PDDR CDNTEXT. WHAT [ FDUND UNIQUE IN THEIR LDCATIDN AS A
REFUGEE UNDERCLASS WITHIN THIS WIDER BDDY DF PDDR IS HDWEVER
THEIR PDLITICAL SUBJECTIVITY, ESPECIALLY THEIR PRACTICE DF KEEPING
IDENTITY AND SELFHDDD DPEN TD A STRATEGIC FLEXIBILITY.IN THE PAST
TWD YEARS, I HAVETRIED TD EXPLDRE ITS RELATIDN WITH THE RAPIDLY
CHANGING NEIGHBDRHDDDS AND TRANSFDRMATIDNS IN THE WIDER



REGIDN, TRYING TD UNDERSTAND THE ISDLATIDN DF THE CAMP IN THE
MIDDLE DF IT ALL.

TD BE SURE, THIS PDPULATIDN CARRIES THE BURDEN DF MULTIPLE STIGMAS
THAT CANCEL THEIR CLAIM TD THE CDMMUNITY DNCE DECIDED DN
RELIGIDUS BASIS. THDUGH MUSLIMS, THEY ARE ‘BIHARI, IN A SENSE WHERE
THE TERM SIGNALS THE STEREDTYPE DF A SUB-CDNTINENTAL UNDERCLASS,
PRESUMED TD BE CRASS AND UNEDUCATED. THEY ARE ALSD KNDWN TD BE
URDU-SPEAKERS. EVEN [F THE CURRENT GENERATIDNS USE DNLY BANGLA,
THEY ARE DENIED THE RECDGNITIDN DF BEINGBANGALIL, AND TREATED AS
EXCLUDED DTHERS. FINALLY, BECAUSE THEY WERE MAJDRLY EMPLDYED BY
THE PAKISTANI REGIME AND MANY SUPPDRTED THE RAJAKARS, THEY ARE
SEEN AS TRAITDRS TD BANGLADESH, NEVER DESERVING DF TRUST, AND
SECRETLY LDYAL TD PAKISTANAS THE LATE HISTDRIAN PAPIAGHDSH
CDULD HAVE TDLD US, NDTHING CDULD BE MDRE IRDNIC. BEFDRE BEING
FDRCED TD MIGRATE FRDM SDUTH BIHAR, THIS PDPULATIDN HAD
RESISTED JINNAHS PLANS AND INSISTED DN STAYING BACK IN THEIR
ANCESTRAL LAND. TRUE, MANY DF THEM PRDSPERED IN THE PAKISTAN
REGIME AND THEIR PRDSPERITY SHAPED THE EARLY RESIDENTIAL STRETCH
BETWEEN MIRPUR AND MDHAMMADPUR. ALL DF IT WAS LDST HDWEVER IN
CDURSE DF THE BANGLADESH WAR.

WHILE SDME MIGRATED AND MANY DIED IN THE WAKE DF BANGLADESH,
THE SURVIVDRS WERE RESCUED BY THE RED CRDSS AND SET UP IN CAMPS
LIKE THE GENEVA CAMP. ONCE DWNERS DF THE NEIGHBDRHDDD, THEY
WERE NDW REDUCED TD HDMELESSNESS AND DESTITUTIDN, STRIPPED DF
DIGNITY AND PDWER, CAUGHT IN A PERMANENT ENCLDSURE, WHAT DNE
MAY DESCRIBE AS ‘BARE LIFE. THIRTY YEARS HAD PASSED WHEN I MET A
NUMBER DF YDUNG MEN FRDM THIS PDPULATIDN IN THE EARLY 2000,
BITTER ABDUT THEIR CDNDITIDNS AND DESPERATE TD INTEGRATE,
LDDKING FDR SUPPDRT FRDM CIVIL SDCIETY. THEIR BIGGEST
FRUSTRATIDN WAS ABDUT EMPLD YMENT DPPDRTUNITIES. DESPITE MANY
BEING GRADUATES, THE DCCUPATIDNS AVAILABLE TD THEM REMAIN
HIGHLY LIMITED AND MAINLY LABDR INTENSIVE. THEY FIND WDRK AS
BARBERS AND CARPENTERS, MECHANICS AND GARAGE HANDS, DRIVERS AND
RICKSHAW PULLERS, BESIDES CASUAL AND CDNSTRUCTIDN LABDR DN HIRE.
A TINY SECTIDN HAS NDW FDUND JDBS IN THE MEDIA. THE LARGEST
SEGMENT ISHDWEVER HIGHLY SKILLED CRAFTSMEN — ANSAR!I WEAVERS DF
BENARASL THEY RUN SMALL-SCALE INDUSTRIES FRDM THEIR HDMES. MANY
TENEMENTS HAVE WEAVING LDDMS DUG INTD A PIT IN THE FLDDR DF
INDIVIDUAL HDMES AS WELL AS WDRKSHDP SPACES, WHERE THE KARIGARS
WDRK ARDUND SHIFTS. THE DEMAND AND MARKET FDR THEIR PRDDUCTS,
[ WAS TDLD, USED TD BE QUITE LUCRATIVE UNTIL THE 1980S, WHEN
BENARAST WAS THE SIGNATURE FABRIC DF ELITE SDUTH ASIAN WDMEN.
THE DEMANDSHARPLY DECLINED ACCDRDING TD WEAVERS FRDM THE
1990SAS  THE ELITE CLIENTELE INCREASINGLY SHIFTED TD  SHIFFDN.
REGARDLESS DFWEAVING SKILLS, MDST DF THEM ARE NDW REDUCED TD
KARCHUPI WDRK, WHICH INVDLVES SETTING GLITTERS AND TINSELS INTD
DESIGNS DN THE SHIFFDN PRDDUCED IN FACTDRIES. WITH THEIR FALLING
INCDMES IT IS NDT SURPRISING TD SEE ENTIRE FAMILIES WDRKING RDUND
THE CLDCK TD MAKE ENDS MEET.

LIKE SLUM SETTLEMENTS ELSEWHERE, THE GENEVA CAMP SEEMS TD ENJDY A
CERTAIN DEGREE DF PATRDNAGE FRDM LDCAL PDLITICAL LEADERS DF



DIFFERENT PARTIES AND PERIDDIC SUPPDRT AND CREDIT ASSISTANCE
FRDM ISLAMIC NGDS. HDWEVER, ND PARTY WANTS TD EXTEND THEM
CITIZENSHIP DESPITE THE SIGNIFICANTLY LARGE NUMBER DF PDTENTIAL
VDTERS. WITH THE SDLE EXCEPTIDN DF JAMAAT E ISLAMI ND DTHER
PARTY HAS SHDWN INTEREST IN ENGAGING THIS PDPULATIDN, WHICH
DFFERS A FAVDRABLE GRDUND FDR  MILITANT  RECRUITS DF
FUNDAMENTALISM. CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES PERID DICALLY RISE
TD BECDME MEDIATDRS WITH THE LDCAL STATE AND INTERNATIDNAL AID
AGENCIES, WHD THEREAFTER MDVE DUT DF THE CAMP TD A NEW
ADDRESS. THERE ARE MAINLY TWD ASSDCIATIDNS: THE ‘STRANDED
PAKISTANI' AND THAT DF THE YDUTHS WHD SEEK BANGLADESHI
CITIZENSHIP. OVER THE LAST DECADE THE LATTER HAS MADE MANY
EFFDRTS TD DRAW PUBLIC ATTENTIDN TD THEIR CDNDITIDNS THRDUGH
MEASURES LIKE NEWSPAPER REPDRTS, FILING PETITIDNS, SPEAKING AT
HUMAN RIGHTS SEMINARS AND PRDDUCING DDCUMENTARIES DN THE
CAMP. AS THEIR LEADER KHALED ADMITTED, MUCH DF IT SEEMS NDW IN
VAIN. HE IS AN ARTICULATE MAN WHD SPDKE WITH PASSIDN AND
DPTIMISM WHEN I FIRST MET HIM IN EARLY 2000. DESPITE MAKING A NAME
FDR HIMSELF AND SPEAKING AT FDRUMS ABRDAD HE APPEARED DEEPLY
PESSIMISTIC AND A DEFEATED PERSDN WHEN I MET HIMTHIS YEAR. KHALED'S
DEJECTIDN SHDWED ME HDWSUCH CDNTEXTS PDSE FDRMIDABLE LIMITS
TDLIBERAL AND PRDGRESSIVE PDLITICS THAT ASSUMES IGNDRANCE DF THE
STRUCTURAL FUNCTIDN DF AN ARRANGEMENT.

AT THE SAME TIME THE BIHARI HAS ANDTHER REGISTER DF PDLITICAL
SENSIBILITY, WHICH HAS ND EXPLICIT DISCDURSE BUT CAN BE
UNDERSTDDD FRDM THEIR STRATEGIES IN SDCIAL EXCHANGE. IT IS BEST
TD APPRDACH THIS PDLITICS FRDM THE GESTURES AND PRACTICES
DRGANIZED ARDUND THEIR IDENTITY-THE QUESTIDN DF WHD THEY ARE.
IN DRDER TD FIND JDBS, FRIENDS AND WIDER SDCIALIZATIDN, TD BEGIN
WITH, THEY MUST NDT APPEAR AS ‘BIHARIS FRDM CAMP, BECAUSE IT WILL
INVDKE IMMEDIATE DISTRUST AND HDSTILE EMDTIDNS. THEY MUST BE
ALSD WARY DF PRESENTING THEMSELVES SIMPLY AS ‘BANGALIS SINCE
LDNGER INTERACTIDNS MAY LEAD TD CDMPLICATIDNS. THEY ARE FRDM
THE CAMP AFTER ALL, WHICH MANY WANT TD ESCAPE FDREVER; THE DNLY
SDCIETY THEY HAVE PDLICES THEIR ENTRY FRDM BELDW. STDRIES DF
FRIENDSHIP AND RDMANCE WITH THELDCAL PDPULATIDN ARE NDT
UNCDMMDN BUT INSTANCES DF MARRIAGE AND MIXED FAMILIES ARE VERY
RARE. EVERYDAY INTERACTIDNS WITH THEM AS DDMESTIC HELP DR THE
GREENGRDCER AND LDCAL HAWKER DDES LITTLE TD DISPELTHE ALMDST
RACIAL CDNTEMPT FDR BIHARIS THATIS SEEN AS NATURAL AND
NATIDNALISTIC BY MANY AMDNG THE BANGLA SPEAKERS, INCLUDING
REFUGEES FRDM WEST BENGAL. UNLIKE THE BIHARIS, THEY ARE SETTLED IN
BETTER LDCALITIES WITH BUSINESS AND WELL-PAID JDBS. SDME HAVE
ACQUIRED THE NECESSARY CULTURAL AND SDCIAL CAPITAL TD JDINEVEN
THE UPPER MIDDLE CLASS, PRDFESSING PRD GRESSIVE VALUES. A SUCCESSFUL
BUSINESSMANFRDM  THIS  SEGMENT, A REFUGEE FRDM BARDHAMAN
CURRENTLY SETTLED IN GENDARIA, EXPLAINED TD ME THE DIFFERENCE
UNLIKE US, THE BIHARIS AREJAND WAR, ANIMALS THATWDRK HARD LIKE ND
HUMAN CAN, BUT WHDWILL BACKSTAB YDU THE MDMENT YDU TRUST
THEM.

THE ELDER BRDTHER DF THIS GENTLEMAN IS AN EMINENT WRITER,
LITERARY CRITIC AND PUBLIC INTELLECTUAL I HAVE ENJDYED HIS



GENERDUS HDSPITALITY AND SPENT MANY LDNG HDURS LISTENING TD
HIS MEMDRIES THAT ARE SD CENTRAL TD REFUGEE SUBJECTIVITY. THEIR
FAMILY PERIDDICALLY VISITS BARDHAMAN AND FREQUENTS KDLKATA TD
KEEP DLD RELATIDNS ALIVE, TD NEVER FDRGET WHD THEY ARE AND
WHERE THEY CDME FRDM. INDEED, MUCH DF DUR SCHDLARSHIP AND
THINKING DN REFUGEES ARE ANCHDRED IN THIS RECDVERY DF MEMDRY
AND SELFHDDD THAT SUFFUSE, SAY, THE FILMS DF RITWIKGHATAK. YET,
WHAT STRUCK ME IN GENEVA CAMP IS THE CDMPLETE IRRELEVANCE DF
THESE QUESTIDNS. ND ELDERLY MAN WAS INTERESTED IN RECALLING PRE-
PARTITIDN MEMDRIES DESPITE MY REPEATED PERSISTENCE, ND YDUTH
SEEMED CURIDUS ABDUT WHERE THEY CDME FRDM AND ITS IMPLICATIDNS
FDR THEIR SELFHDDD. ON THE CDNTRARY MDST RESPDNDENTS WERE
ANXIDUS TD AVDID SUCH QUESTIDNS, DISMISSING THEM AND
DISTANCING THEMSELVES FRDM THE PAST. THE DEEPER REASDN FDR THIS,
AS FAR AS I CDULD SEE, IS THATTHEY DID NDT SEE ANY FUTURE FDR
THEMSELVES AS ATTACHED TD THIS PAST. BEREFT DF PAST AND FUTURE,
THERE WAS DNLY THE SENSE DF BEING TRAPPED IN A PRESENT WHERE
THEY SURVIVED DNLY BY BEING SDMEBDDY ELSE.

THE IDENTITIES DF MDST RESPDNDENTS CAME ACRDSS AS THIS STRATEGIC
NEGDTIATIDN. THEY GAVE DUT SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT NAMES DURING
DIFFERENT CDNVERSATIDNS; THEY AVDIDED SPECIFIC REFERENCES TD
FAMILY AND BACKGRDUNDS; THEY DFFERED SCHEMATIC VERSIDNS DF
LIVING CDNDITIDNS THAT SEEMED TAILDRED TD THE FDRMAT DF
STANDARD SURVEYS. THE MDST IMPDRTANT CATEGDRIES IN THESE
SURVEYS WERE HDWEVER NEGDTIABLE AND FLEXIBLE DN THE GRDUND.
ONE CDULD PRDCURE THE CERTIFICATE DF BEING A ‘STRANDED PAKISTANT
AND DTHER DDCUMENTS NECESSARY TD ACCESS BASIC FACILITIES DF
WATER AND ELECTRICITY AGAINST FIXED SUMS DF MDNEY. LIKEWISE, WITH
GDDD CDNNECTIDNS AND BRIBES DNE CDULD CHANGE DNES ADDRESS IN
THESE DDCUMENTS TD LDCATIDNS DUTSIDE THE CAMP, AND IF PDSSIBLE,
CHANGE DNES IDENTITY AS A BIHARI BUT SUCH WINDDWS WERE RARE
INSTEAD DF PRDVIDING AN ANCHDR THEIRSELFHDDD WAS LIKE
DEADWEIGHT, WITHDUT ANY VALUE AND IMBUED WITH A SENSE DF
WASTE. IDENTITIES DNLY BECAME USEFUL WHEN THEY CDULD PASS
THEMSELVES DFF AS LDCALS, NDT DNLY IN DHAKA AND BANGLADESH BUT
ALSD THE DIFFERENT CITIES AND CDUNTRIES WHERE THEY ILLEGALLY
MIGRATED FDR SEASDNAL WDRK. IDENTITIES THEN BECAME A STRING DF
LDCAL ALIASES THAT NEED JUGGLING ACCDRDING TD SHIFTING
CDNTEXTS. THEY MUST LEARN TD BLEND INTD EVERY URBAN RECESS, THE
SELF ALWAYS ADAPTING TD MAKE A LIVING. THAT IS WHY IT BECDMES
NECESSARY TD INHABIT A KIND DF SELF-ALIENATIDN, WHICH MAKES
PDSSIBLE THE STRATEGIES DF FLEXIBLE IDENTITIES, ABSENT FRDMPDLITICAL
DISCD URSE.

[T IS DIFFICULT TD TELL IF THIS FLEXIBILITY WILL BE ABLE TD ADAPT TD
THE SELF-ENTERPRISE AND AFFECTIVE LABDR DF THE ECDNDMIES GRDWING
IN THE AREA. TEN MINUTES WALK FRDM THE CAMP AND WE CDME DUT DF
THE 1990S BUBBLE INTD THE BIGGER DNE DF 2/°" CENTURY DHAKA. THE
NEW EXPANSIDN IS LEAVING MDHAMMADPUR BEHINDAND CREATING NEW
SUBURBS LIKE BDSILA FURTHER TD THE WEST. THIS IS HDW DHAKA IS
GRDWING DF LATE, CUTTING ACRDSS THE RIVER, ACQUIRING FARMLANDS
FDR REAL ESTATE AND FILLING UP WATER-BDDIES AND RIVERBEDS. THE
PRDCESS IS PARTLY SIMILAR TD HDW MDHAMMADPUR CAME UP IN 2000.



BUT NDW IT INVDLVES LARGE-SCALE ACQUISITIDN DF FARMLANDS, WHERE
CULTIVATIDN HAS TAKEN PLACE EVEN THIS YEAR BUT FDR THE LAST TIME.
THE LANDSCAPE IS CHANGINGWITH RDADS UNDER CDNSTRUCTIDN AND
NEIGHBDRHDDDS DFFERING APARTMENTS DN LDW RENTS, DRAWING IN
NEW MIGRANTS. THE SURVIVING FARMLANDS ARE SIGNPDSTED WITH THE
SALES PITCH DF NEW TDWNS ANDAPARTMENTS DN EASY LDANSAGEY/DMI
PDRE  TAKA, BARIHDBENDTUN DHAKA. HDW LDNG MUST THIS
ND TUNDHAKA ENDURE THE CAMP? FDR A LDNG TIME IF DUR ARGUMENT
HDLDS. IT IS THE CITY'S DWN PURGATDRY,THE EXILE INSIDE THE STATE.



