Brief Summary of the Discussion in the Consultative Meeting on Democracy, Development and Governance
Bhubaneswar, 24-25 May 2008

Samir Kumar Das briefed on the autonomy project.

Paula Banerjee briefed on social justice project.

Ranabir Samaddar made introductory comments on future research agenda.

Subhas ranjan Chakrabarty

· Institutionalisation of governance in the colonial India

Paula Banerjee

· History of the control of spaces

· Institutionalisation of this control (Defence of India Act, AFSPA, NSA, POTA etc)

· Politics of borders

Ramnarayan Kumar

· Monopoly of the legitimate use of force by the State turning into the “frightening power”

· Postcolonial Indian State imbibing the character of the conquest State – privileging State power over people’s rights

· Against this backdrop, the dominant model of development favouring standardisation of needs and aspirations for growth

· In this context, the relationship between the dominant and dependent becomes crucial as become that between the anthropological resolution of the question of responsibilities and ‘inequalities of power’ in the contemporary India

Vivek Dhareswar

· We need to think through the intuition, which makes us hesitate to apply
the predicate just to institutions, because we think of persons and
actions as being just or unjust.
· Therefore, he suggested to look at the ‘Alternative’ conceptualisations of justice 

Rakhee Kalita

· How do the territoriality and the complexes of geo-physicality shape the future of communities, particularly women within the shifting ambit of ‘nation’ and ‘nationalism’?

· Is there any possibility of reconstruction of the selfhood of women through a new engagement among democracy, governance and development in a more globalising ‘post-national’ world?

Oishik Sircar

· Whether neo-liberal economy is giving us new opportunities to engage with the State?

· Scope of re-examining the sexual rights in this changing context keeping in view the questions of privacy, respectability and safety of the citizens, particularly those of sexual minorities

· Question of public health in this entire debate

Dwaipayan Bhattacharya

· Development for social transformation is a passé

· Now it is more for private good than public good

· Emergence of ‘dev-urban’ spaces of locality

· Need for a critical politics aimed at re-politicising development beyond the ‘management of development’

Kalpana Kannabiran

· Right to life and liberty should be read in conjunction with the right against discrimination in view of the creation of SEZs and consequent forced migration

· SEZ – right not to move – persons with disabilities

· Re-examining the traditional cultural forms to understand the question of liberty and human rights in the context of the politics of the present (Supanakha and other characters in Mahabharata)

· Need for cross-cultural dialogue

Samir Kumar Das

· How the dominant form of majoritarian democracy allows the party/parties in power to legitimise the imposition of their development agenda thus making the minority voices illegitimate thus creating a disjuncture between ‘representational majority’ and ‘social majority’

· Can the mediation through the institutions and movements change this situation?

Pradip Kumar Bose

· Idea of population as used by Foucault distinguished from that of citizenship

· Need for examining the series: population-political society-government

· How this is related to the politics of democratisation in the Indian context

· How does politics can engage with normativity and history in this process of democratisation

Amit Prakash

· Multi-actor multi-level pluralized forms of governance could be considered together with different forms of local governance to expand the participatory space in the society so far as public governance is concerned

Ashutosh Kumar

· Is electoral democracy synonymous with democracy?

· How the puzzle involving alternative tracks of democracy can be re-examined on the basis of the relationship between electoral democracy and development?

Badri Narayan Tiwari

· Documentation of cultural policies and practices

· Performances and visuals are usually promoted by the State, and not literature

· U.R. Ananthamurthy Report proposing ZCCs’ role in this

· Awards for eulogising the State

· State’s engagement with the culture to be studied

Krishna Reddy

· Panchayati raj – self-interest and use of resources

· User-groups and self-help groups

· Insulating the people from the participatory process

· Representational form of participation in question

· Privileging access to resources to one group at the expense of another making distinction between people

· Resource distribution making governance more problematic

Bhagat Oinam

· “Corporate Capital” in the context of neo-liberal reforms

Dulali Nag

· Conflict of interest between pure market mechanism and working of the welfare state

· Imaginations of Development

· Development can only be arrived at , at the end of a political dialogue at various levels

· Narratives of a social order

· History of the creation of a national border, and the politico-economic impact of demographic composition of the state of Manipur

· Possible ways of approaching and resolving the universalistic aspiration of justice of the people of a heterogenous society, like that of the people of northeastern   societies of India
Manish Jha

· Governance of urban space and the exclusion of the poor and the minorities

· How different forms of developmental democracy may deal with them

· Relationship between governance on the one hand and legality and illegality on the other

SBRC

· Legal pluralism

· Need for alternative jurisprudence – discovering other forms of jurisprudence

· Anthropologies of jurisprudence

· Best practices with certain standards containing principles of minimal justice

· Administration of justice debasing formalism – not justice itself

Ishita

· Governance of the fate of workforce in the context of the emergence of new economic spaces

· SEZ an important element 

Bishnu Mohapatra

· Development as a legitimising ideology

· Democratic deficit

· Problem of representation once between the elections

· Electoral majority – enumerable

· But social majority – frightening

Ranabir Samaddar

· Politics of association – key to functioning of civil society

Meenakshi Gopinath

· Coalition of social minorities

· RTI – a managerial response or a political response or in between? – after all a product of social movement

· Slum-dwellers becoming quasi-citizens and then reverting back to population after polls

· Myth of citizenship

· Surveys on cultural politics

· Distribution of state resources to promote certain types of culture

· Culture as an instrument of the State and as forms of entertainment – not in terms of community’s self

· Constitution of symbolic representation of national cultures

· Only those voices who have connections with the elite
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