· Borders in the East and West
Anuradha Bhasin Jamwal and Suchismita: Women Voices on Borders (Jammu and Kashmir) 

Research Proposal
Women are the major victims of warfare. One of the most obvious examples of specific victimhood of women in armed conflict is their vulnerability to sexual assault and rape. Rape and sexual abuse is nothing new in the history of warfare. Marauding armies have through different periods of history, around the globe, taken advantage of women in the course of military conquests. What is new is the role of media. Instant reporting from the field has resulted in rapid sensitisation of public opinion, greatly reducing the time lapse between the perpetration of such tragedies and their responses to them. (Charu Wali Khanna, Women Silent Victims in Armed Conflict’ Page 4). However, in the case of borders, lack of access and no reportage make the consequent sensitisation elusive. While stories of abuse by both men in uniform or government sponsored armed renegades and militants have formed a dominant part of the human rights discourse in the last two decades of conflict in the interiors, there have been no voices from the borders. It is hardly unlikely that para-military forces that are now so deeply embedded in the interiors of Jammu and Kashmir and alleged to be involved in cases of physical abuse and torture would be so benevolent towards women in the borders, which have faced a history of repression, not just in the last twenty years but more than sixty years. In the last two decades, the easy access that militants, their supporters and guides had in their entry and exit through the Line of Control, the vulnerability of the villages, their people and essentially the women cannot be ruled out.  

The victimisation started when the borders were carved out in 1947-48, when people living in fairly peaceful areas suddenly found themselves on the fringes of nowhere, close to places that had become simply lines drawn on a map for everybody else in South Asia. The brunt was borne not simply by women living on the borders; the prolonged trauma is also shared by women living away from the borders but affected in many ways by the sudden carving of new boundaries, dislocation and its multiple consequences.
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