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Homeless – Making the Invisible Visible by Abhishek Bhardwaj
Abstract Declaration

“The homeless contributes towards the development of a city and lack of affordable housing pushes them to sleep in open. The dark cover of anonymity which surrounds the homeless makes them the most vulnerable among the urban poor and dehumanizes them by snatching away their basic rights. Even right to a dignified life is a distant dream for them. All low rung services, like distributing newspapers, putting up banners, preparing and serving food in catering business, loading & unloading goods from train, buses and the like are being done by homeless citizens. The broader societies need these services and homeless citizens require such jobs. These mutually benefit needs to be recognized and lead to mutual concern for each other’s welfare.”

The Alternative Realities of the urban centers

Amidst the glittering nights of the city exists an Alternative Reality – something invisible in the glitz and glamour of the city. This reality is of our coolies, fruit vendors, construction workers, hand cart pullers, catering workers, all of them devoid of a basic need-SHELTER!!

Streets of Mumbai each day catches sight of homeless youth eking out in difficulty, without proper shelter for days with lost hopes and shattered dreams…homeless being victims of police atrocities, women taking refuge of sex work to meet their basic needs, old citizens languishing in the streets in search of security, children succumbing to juvenile delinquency. The magnitude of such population in Mumbai is more than 1.5 lakh.

Large-scale migration from rural areas to cities is not a new phenomenon in India. While many inciting grounds can be cited here for this migration trend, the most prominent being refer to cities bringing into being the expectations of digging up one morsel a day, among the rural population who are at the cutting edge. Mumbai being the economic capital of India has been witnessing two kinds of lateral movements, the movement of poor people from other geographical areas to the city in search of livelihood and the movement of people within city from meager income to penury.

Without any support structure to fall back upon, these unskilled people economizing on their meager income, start living at places like open pavements, under over bridges, dividers, small unhygienic makeshift hutments and so on.

Among the population, which belongs to the lower rung of urban poverty, three sections can be very easily identified, which is peculiar to the cities of India. (1) Slum dwellers juggi-jhopadis or bastis that spring up on vacant lots or stretches of land. (2) Pavement dwellers - hutments built on footpaths/pavements of city street made of gunny bags, tarpaulins, etc. and (3) Homeless – people sleeping in open without any shelter on pavements, under over bridges, temple stairs and so on. Homeless people live at the lowest rung of urban poverty. 

Why address homelessness! Why today?

Not only is the right to adequate housing an important component of the right to live with dignity, but is therefore an obvious component of the right to equality. The right to equality is symbiotically linked with our social and economic rights - the one set of rights providing some of the context within which the other set can be understood.

The housing and living conditions across the world are deteriorating, with some 100 million now estimated to be without shelter, according to a report by a Special Rapporteur to the UN Human Rights Commission for its 57th session in Geneva (March 2001)

Some 30 to 70 million children are living on the streets worldwide, and further exacerbating the situation is the trend towards ever more rapid urbanization, particularly in Africa and South-East Asia, and the growing poverty in countries with a predominantly rural population, the preliminary report by Mr. Miloon Kothari, according to the Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing.

“The right to adequate housing, as well as other economic, social and cultural rights,” the Special Rapporteur says, “needs to be framed in the context of today’s reality, wherein between one-fifth and one-quarter of the world’s population live in absolute poverty. Of the 6 billion people in the world, 2.8 billion live on less than $2 a day and 1.2 billion on less than $1 a day. Women comprise 70% of those living in absolute poverty, with most of the poor forced to live without access to such basic amenities as food, clothing and shelter.”

And according to the UN Centre on Human Settlements (UNCHS), there are some 600 million urban dwellers in the South living in overcrowded and poor quality housing - with inadequate provision of water, sanitation, drainage and garbage collection, putting their lives and health continually at risk; as do over one billion people living in rural areas.

Homelessness is not a phenomenon exclusive to developing countries. For example, 1.5 to 2.5 out of 1,000 in the United States and between 4-12 per thousand in France, Germany and the UK are homeless.

And the statistics do not fully capture the state of housing: slums, squatter settlements, old buses, shipping containers, pavements, railway platforms, streets and roadside embankments, cellars, staircases, rooftops, elevator enclosures, cardboard boxes, plastic sheets, aluminum and tin shelters—“these are the contemporary forms of distressed housing around the world.”]

Globalization has provided a new impetus to the destruction of the habitat and livelihood of voiceless communities in many countries. The continuing displacement of such communities is often a consequence of the intensification of economic activities, like construction of big dams and mining, and can serve as a grim reminder of the consequent violations of human rights. Globalization has, by intensifying the tendencies towards uneven development within countries and within regions, also intensified the development of the phenomenon of migrant workers. Such workers are subject to a whole range of human rights violations – discrimination, absence of labor protection, low wages, and physical and sexual abuse.

Also, as UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade and Development) has reported, despite the economic reforms, the expectant growth has been too slow, particularly among the least developed countries, to make a significant improvement in living or social conditions. The drawbacks of growing reliance on narrow macro-economic considerations that drive the availability of resources to social sectors have also been of growing concern to UN bodies.

And where developing countries have successfully attracted a large increase of private capital flows, the rapid growth of cities typically outpaces the provision of adequate housing - resulting in an increased number of the poor living in squatter settlements, with no security or civic services.

The situation is further aggravated when urban authorities or private operators clear such settlements for commercial use or high-income housing. The increasing trends towards privatization of housing services and markets also result in land speculation, commodification of housing, application of user fees for housing resources such as water, sanitation and electricity, and the repeal or amendment of land ceiling and rent-control legislation. 

Housing is a Fundamental Right guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution - the right to life. However, it is for the rich not the poor. India's international obligations under various Conventions also emphasize the duty of the state to take care of housing for the poor. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that, "everyone has a right to a standard of living including food, clothing, housing, medical care and necessary social services." India has ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights which "commits all state parties to the present Covenant to recognize the right to an adequate standard of living including housing. The state party is to take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right."

Compatible with this international obligation, the Government of India framed the National Habitat and Housing Policy, 1988 which warns: "After 50 years of independence most of us still live in conditions in which even beasts would protest. The situation is grim and calls for nothing else than a housing revolution."

Today, India is still grappling with unmet basic housing needs of hundreds of thousands of its citizens. While India represents the world's largest democracy and has a remarkable Constitution, millions of people are still living in sub-human conditions on pavements, in squatter settlements, or unauthorized slums and are under constant threat of being evicted.

'…The eviction of the pavement or the slum-dweller not only means his removal from the house but the destruction of the house itself. And the destruction of a dwelling house is the end of all that one holds dear in life.'
(J. Chandrachud in Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal Corporation, 1985 (3) SCC 545) 

Who are these homeless people?

According to the census of India the homeless people are those who do not live in the census houses “a census house is referred to a structure with roof”. The enumerators are instructed to take note of the possible places where the house less population is likely to live, such as in the pavements, streets, in Hume pipes under the stair cases or in the open, temples, mandaps, platforms, and the like. (Census of India 1991)

For the first time the census of India enumerated homeless citizens during the census 2011. But the final census figure has grossly underestimated the total number of homeless citizens due to many challenges during the enumeration. Our estimate suggests that there are more than 1.5 lakh homeless in Mumbai. But the census suggests only 35000 homeless in Mumbai. The homeless population mainly consists of children and teenagers estranged from the families, young women and men lacking education and job history, and middle aged men who have lost jobs due to recession, changing technologies and mergers. A small part of population also consists of the migrated families, which belong to the same village.

Reason for the Homelessness
Economic reasons:

The homeless people face following economic problems that drive them out of their homes and push them to migrate to the city:

1) Loss of land & habitat due to natural of man made calamities forces the villagers to migrate to other areas in search of livelihood. These migrants end up working in the unorganized sector and live in open due to lack of support/security system for them.

2) Loss of the property: Poor villagers take debt on mounting interest rates at various occasions, for crop implanting, cultivation, family sickness, child’s marriage and so on. Most of them loose their farm, land, house, income to the money lenders owing to the non payment of debt. Landless laborers:

3) Laborers who have small income and fail to support themselves because of multiplying family size, rise in prices and finally leave home in search of better opportunity.

4) Natural calamity/Drought: A part of the homeless population belongs to the farmers who leave their native place after loosing livelihood opportunity due to droughts, floods, and earthquake.

5) Development projects: Development projects in cities need cheap labor and attract laborers from the villages. These laborers end up being homeless owing to the lack of affordable houses in cities. Many development projects displace poor people and render them homeless.

Non-economic reasons:

1) Family problems: Some of the homeless leave home because of family problems like, differences & fights with the siblings or in laws, constant family feuds and so on. They leave their home in search of healthier future.

2) Run away /abandoned: Youth who are ill-treated and face constant family friction leave home in search of a better & dignified life. With no/less education, limited skill sets, and no bargain capacity these youth end up as homeless in cities.

3) Orphan: Whose parents have died and have no other support system land up as homeless in cities 

4) Social problems like cast & class exploitation pushes villagers to migrate in search of a dignified life.

5) Trafficking plays a major role in brining young girls to the cities. Trafficked migrants either end up getting tortured or as homeless in the cities.

6) Health: in many cases people who are suffering from mental illness and other chronic illness get thrown out of their houses and end us as homeless.

7) Accident: people who loose their limbs in any accident and are unable to work end up being homeless and support themselves by begging on the streets.

Issues faced by the homeless in cities

	Issues
	Specifics

	Identity 
	No proof of identity

Being branded as criminals by the government 

Atrocities by the police

Dehumanization by society

	Health
	Lack of quality care in the government hospitals

Cannot afford health care in private hospitals

Extremely susceptible to endemic diseases

Alcohol and drug addiction

Lack of sanitation facility

Lack of safe drinking water

	Livelihood 
	Lack of good job opportunities

Low wages

	Shelter
	Lack of housing options

Cannot afford high house rent rates

	Social 
	Feeling of worthlessness

Depression


Mumbai Situational Analysis

Mumbai being the economic capital attracts the largest number of migrants into the Mumbai urban agglomeration. According to the Census of India 2001, 2.49 million people have migrated in the city during 1991-2001. The biggest chunk (37.65%) of these migrated for work/employment reasons. Not surprisingly migrant people who are employed at low end jobs are unable to pay for the whopping rents and end up as the homeless in the city.

Mumbai is divided in 6 zones & 24 wards. Zone one is the largest conglomeration of homeless population. The second largest population of homeless is visible in Zone 2 followed by Zone 4, Zone 3, Zone 6 and Zone 5. Zone 1 & Zone 2 has the maximum pockets of commercial centers. It further reflects the inter-linkage and interdependence of the Mumbai economy and the services of the homeless.

Largest numbers of the homeless citizens are in the age group of 15 to 35 years, which is a working age group. It breaks the myth that homeless citizens are beggars and do nothing. 60% of the homeless are illiterate and have no opportunities to build on their skill sets. This restricts the possibility of their being employed in higher paying jobs. Migration of this work force is fuelled by the lack of employment opportunities in the hinterland & continuous demand of cheap labor in the city economy. Their earnings are not sufficient to afford whopping rent in the city. Therefore, the prime requirement for them is 24 hours shelters with other basic facilities like sanitation, lockers, and health facilities and so on.

30% of the total homeless population is women, whose requirements are different in terms of the privacy and health care. There is a need for separate shelters for the homeless women & children.

Politics of Homelessness

In India as in many other nations, specific social groups lobby for influence and this is aggravated in this case by the class & caste rivalries inherent to the society. And when politics eventually meddle in this, it becomes ugly by forming sort of an institutional segregation in terms of who or which community will receive public and social services and which one will not. Mumbai has worse record of providing public services, in particular basic health care and education than Delhi and Colcatta. But the rich enjoy much better services and infrastructure in Mumbai than in the two other cities.
The efficacy of government policies are highly influenced by and depend greatly on how the poor are organized. Their communities, the social structure can become a major drive or a tremendous obstacle to the equitable distribution of public services and anti-poverty programs. 

Homeless - the poorest of the poor are very often not organized into communities. This lack of social fabric makes them all the more fragile to their environment and to any shock (rise in food prices, not finding a job for a few days, etc) as they can’t rely on anybody for temporary help. This means that public policies should pay extra attention to so-called poor organizations insofar as they may represent in fact special interests within the larger ‘poor community’.

Addressing Homelessness, beyond home!

While the problem of urban migration and homelessness has been with us for ages, the term itself is new and expresses a fundamentally new way of looking at our world and at ourselves. Implicit in homelessness lies the question of a home. While people who are now called homeless are not depicted with a positive identity by the State – like rogue, vagabonds, beggar, drifters, tramps – there is a possibility, a hope of bettering their circumstances. But, being defined in terms of a lack – they are the home-less – and being provided with a solution to only that, a lack of a home, can create a sense of hope-lessness and limit the approach. The concept of homelessness accordingly then influences our attitudes and our political & social policies.

The home is not something "we" possess; a home cannot be given to others from an objective third-person because a home is something that is co-generated with others and is experienced as such from participation with others. Participation, however, cannot mean attempting to experience homeless-ness by staying on the streets or in a shelter for a few days, or by keeping the homeless at a patronizing distance with a handout. Instead meaningful transformation can occur only by committing ourselves, by co-creating a home, by broadening our understanding and cooperation.
The innovative idea
Address the needs of the homeless through a comprehensive, multi-sector approach, including coalition building, awareness-raising, and creative advocacy campaigns.

There’s a need for a comprehensive research. It is important to know which approach works and which don’t. It will be necessary to create enough results that validate or invalidate strategies in different contexts. Incorporating direct insights from the poor is to gain both in nuance and thus efficiency regarding the most urgent and effective ways to tackle their problems. The research needs to target the right people.
	Name of The Author 
	Arpita Das



	Name of the Co-author , if any  
	

	Title of the Abstract


	Fluvial notions of democracy

	Keywords
	Floods, community, governance, flood policy



	Name of the desired sub-theme
	Juridical-political route to the Norms of Governance



	Abstract (250 words)
	Floods in India changed from a routine natural phenomena to a problematic only after the British conquest. The British experience of commodification of nature, especially their success at embanking the Thames had bolstered their confidence in 'taming' natural resources. The same was done to Indian rivers that flooded their banks without seeking to understand the phenomena. Thus began the dominance of technology in a ubiquitous reality like floods. Post independence, the art of formulating policies for populations and resources continued. However, despite greater technology and more resources, the area under floods only increased. The all important question then was were floods  only nature's fury or something more? Today it is realised that in excluding communities and their knowledge about their surroundings, floods have become a governance issue. The idea of relief, the manner in which it is distributed and the general apathy towards a durable solution are all a result of sustained disinterest towards treating communities as knowledgeable. Continuing technical interference in nature is a deliberate denial of people's right to determination. The sudden spurt of technical activity in an area hitherto deprived of basic amenities such as roads, is proof of a market-oriented state. Frantic dam building exercises citing flood management is an undercover for appeasement of industrial and market forces who perceive the region to be a goldmine. Hence, a situation now prevails of a State which pleads itself helpless in its role to provide for people affected by floods but at the same time perpetuates their marginalisation by claiming natural resources which have long been the mainstay of these communities. Floods and flood politics become the lived reality to look at the experience of State, democracy and governance for communities.


	Name of the Author
	Aruna Kumar Monditoka

	Title of Abstract
	Decentralised Governance in Tribal India: Negotiating Space between the State, Community and Civil Society.

	Key Words
	Decentralisation, Development, State, Civil Society, Tribals 

	Name of the desired Theme
	The Juridical – Political Route to Norms of Governance

	Abstract 
	The potential of civil society in interfacing with government for ensuring good governance has gained currency in academic and policy debates in the recent times. This becomes particularly relevant in an old democracy like India where the State has not been able to meet the need for basic things.

The present work studies the level of participation of tribal communities in the new Panchayat Raj dispensation introduced in Andhra Pradesh since the PESA Act. It specifically analyses how much the community has achieved or benefited after the introduction of Panchayat Raj. The objective is to determine how the power structure of the tribal communities have been influenced by the socio-political changes and institutional innovations like the extension of representative democracy at the grassroots level; what kind of changes have taken place in the study area with the institutionalization of Panchayats; and the politicization of the tribal people by the different parties. This work also throws light on the role of civil society actors in influencing governance positively as well as the limitations that have inhibited the impact of their influence. 

The present work is a comparative study of State, Civil society and Political parties in three village Panchayats of Scheduled areas of Andhra Pradesh. The research paper highlights the need for an attitudinal change both in the political and administrative machinery at State, district and village level. The inter-relationship of three Ds, i.e. Democracy, decentralisation and development has been brought out beautifully with the support of field study. 


	Name of The Author 
	Chitra K.P

	Name of the Co-author , if any  
	

	Title of the Abstract


	The state acquisition of land: An analysis of the new LA and R&R Bill 2011

	Keywords
	land acquisition, rehabilitation, environment, people’s struggles



	Name of the desired sub-theme
	The Juridical-Political Route to Norms of Governance

	Abstract (250 words)
	The land acquisition policy is a major legislative measure adopted by the State to further the development trajectory of the country. The premises on which such a policy stand and the clauses put forward reflect the nature of development envisaged by it. The paper seeks to do an analysis of the Land Acquisition Policy in India in the context of the new National Land Acquisition and Rehabilitation & Resettlement Bill 2011 placed by the Rural Development Ministry to replace its colonial precursor, the controversial Land Acquisition Act of 1894. The attempt here is to throw light into the intricacies of the new policy as well as to open up the partial truths which are highlighted by the State as its significant features while explaining the inner dynamics of a complex process like land acquisition. Effort is made to illustrate how the State tends to withdraw its power in some areas while exerting more power in others in subtle ways, thereby contributing to the excessive commodification of land through its treatment as an entity devoid of inherent social, ecological and productive capacities. The examples of two land acquisition cases for industrial and infrastructure projects in Kerala are cited based on research experience to substantiate the arguments but the issues raised are more or less applicable in the national scenario as well. Both the cases mentioned deals with eviction of human settlements and conversion of agricultural wetlands and have met with people’s struggles against acquisition and for proper compensation and rehabilitation benefits. 




	Name of The Author
	Dheerendra Singh

	Name of the Co-author , if any
	

	Title of the Abstract
	Human Development and Social Exclusion in Bihar : A case of Mahadalit Community

	Keywords
	Mahadalit, Development, Exclusion

	Name of the desired sub-theme
	Paradigms of inequality, pathways to entitlement

	In traditional caste system of India, dalits have been taken as untouchables and outcastes in the Society. They led a life of penury and disrespect in the society and placed at the bottom of the social and economic scale. They have largely remained socially, politically and economically backward. Despite long claim of government and political parties, extremely poor and neglected groups of Mahadalits are still in a deplorable situation. Livelihood opportunities to them are not many, even today. In Bihar, interestingly, Dalits constitute 22 scheduled caste communities. Mahadalit Commission, Government of Bihar has declared 21 Communities as Mahadalit namely Bantar, Bauri, Bhogta, Bhuiya, Chamar, Chaupal, Dabgar, Dom/Dhangad, Dhobi, Ghasi, Halalkhor, Hari/Mehtar/Bhungi, Kanjar, Kurariar, Lalbegi, Musahar, Nat, Pan/Sawasi, Rajwar, Turi and Pasi. 

        A process in which individual or community feel less participated in socio-economic sphere of life may be called as exclusion. Here an effort have been made to understand, how certain individual or groups are denied to access to participation in social political, economic & cultural process of a given society or certain key indicators of human development. This paper highlights the issues of human development and social exclusion on the disadvantaged community of Bihar. The four aspects i.e. occupation, education, public distribution system, housing & homestead land and related aspects are examined with historical back ground of Mahadalit communities. This paper is based upon the primary and secondary data collected during my Ph.D. fieldwork. Data was collected by using different qualitative and quantitative methods.




	Name of The Author
	Faiz Ullah

	Name of the Co-author , if any
	-

	Title of the Abstract
	Media as Gatekeeper: Private Interests. Public Agendas

	Keywords


	Media, Agenda Setting, Government, Citizen

	Name of the desired sub-theme
	

	Abstract (250 words)
	Though the linkage is more than evident, it bears repeating - finance capital and national governments look out for each other. While the latter, by exercising due control over citizens/consumers, creates favourable conditions for investors, the former in its ex-territorial avatar reaps all the profits without having to worry about any kind of consequence for the anomalies it creates/leaves in its wake. Nowhere does this neat division of roles and responsibilities reveals itself as glaringly as it does through the corporate news media – the gatekeeper of agendas. 

 

Ownership patterns, advertising opportunities, powerful public relations lobbies, self-censorship, amongst other pulls and pressures have severe effect on the functioning of the Big Media in different measures. To explore this phenomenon I propose to juxtapose and analyse the distortion in reportage – both, ideological and of scale – between two ongoing ‘events’; the struggle waged by the workers at the Maruti Suzuki manufacturing/assembly plant in Manesar, Haryana, to be allowed to form a union and the public stir initiated by the NGO India Against Corruption to have its version of the Lokpal Bill ratified by the Parliament. The negligible space accorded to the workers’ struggle and, within that, the privilege given to management’s perspective pales in contrast with the unprecedented coverage provided to the anti-corruption agitation. Through an exploration and analysis of the role corporate news media plays in shaping news agendas and, by extension, public agendas, I contend while the middle-class ‘taxpayers’ emerge as subjects worthy of ‘corruption-free, efficient and effective’  governance, the workers are left with little space to even voice the contravention of their legal rights.  


	Name of The Author 
	Farrukh Faheem

	Name of the Co-author , if any  
	None

	Title of the Abstract
	History, Memory and Protest: Debating Nationalism in Kashmir

	Keywords
	

	Name of the desired sub-theme
	

	Abstract (250 words)
	History, Memory and Protest:   Debating Nationalism in Kashmir

Strains and tensions between the formal nationalism of the state Significant historical events form stronger collective memories and present circumstances affect what events are remembered as significant. Such shared memories also called collective memories often work as powerful meaning-making tools both for the community and the individuals within the community. In the context of Kashmir, the collective memory has been determined by number of actors and factors and invariably all emanating out of the differential if not contradictory perception of history. The continued subjective experience of oppression by a common Kashmiri (at the hands of Mughals, Pathans, Sikhs and Dogras) subsequently evolved into sense of collective belongingness, translating into a form of collective action, where every external power was resisted.  It was this sentiment that became a part of political mobilization during the nationalist movement of 1930’s pioneered by Shiekh Mohammad Abdullah. As long as ideology of National Conference appealed to the values and sentiments of masses the subaltern national consciousness (what has been described by some writers as informal or popular nationalism) was accommodated within this ideology.  It was however during 1950s that the earliest strains of tension between the ‘state-territorial nationalism’ and ‘ethnic nationalist politics’ emerged. 

In this paper I argue that the attempts made by the Indian State to introduce ‘formal nationalism’ at the cost of ‘informal nationalism’ didn’t fit well with the shared collective past of Kashmiris and their ‘subaltern national consciousness’. The fact that no attempts were made to arrive at any intersection between the two, subsequently created a situation where there were frequent and the informal subaltern nationalism of civil society.  In the backdrop of the recent protests in Kashmir the emerging securitized vocabulary of ‘agitational terrorism’, ‘gunless-rebellion’ and ‘Lashkar sponsored stone-pelters’, it seems that the Indian state continues to see Kashmir through its myopic security lens.  


	Name of The Author 
	Geetanjoy Sahu

	Name of the Co-author , if any  
	

	Title of the Abstract
	Judicialisation of Environmental Governance

	Keywords
	Governance, Judiciary, Environmental Jurisprudence, 

	Name of the desired sub-theme
	The Juridical-Political Route to Norms of Governance

	Abstract (250 words)
	The role of the Indian Judiciary in resolving environmental disputes has contributed immensely to the evolution of environmental jurisprudence principles in India. These include: recognizing the right to a healthy environment as part of the fundamental right to life; directing polluters to follow the environmental norms and regulations; ordering the implementing agencies to discharge their constitutional duties in terms of protecting and improving the environment; determining the quantum of compensation for the affected people; taking suo motu actions against polluter and entertaining petitions on behalf of the affected party and inanimate objects. Obviously, a certain amount of judicialisation is not exclusive to environmental issues, since, for a host of reasons, judicial intervention has become decisive in respect of various aspects of governance in India. In fact, its role has become crucial and significant in every sphere of governance, which includes issues such as prisoners’ rights, child labour, inmates of various asylums, the right of the poor to education, shelter and other essential amenities, sexual harassment of women at the workplace, corruption in public offices, accountability of public servants, and utilisation of public funds for development activities. Nevertheless, the judicialisation of environmental protection appears to have assumed greater proportions relative to other arenas of governance and, therefore, it could prove interesting to explore the dynamics of this phenomenon and, more specifically, its implications for environmental protection in India. In this paper, I discuss the increasing judicialisation of environmental protection in India. In doing so, I begin by defining judicialisation of environmental protection and then proceed to highlight different forms of judicialisation concerning environmental protection through some illuminating judgments of the Indian Supreme Court and finally reflect  over its implications for environmental governance in India. 


	Name of The Author
	Ghazala Jamil

	Name of the Co-author , if any
	-

	Title of the Abstract
	Muslims in Delhi: The Normative Non-Citizen of the Global Urban 

	Keywords
	Normative Notions of Citizenship, Muslim in Delhi, Segregation, Global Urban     

	Name of the desired sub-theme
	(2) Paradigms of inequality, pathways to entitlement

	Abstract (250 words)
	Muslims in India have carried the colonial ‘legacy’ of strained relationship with the state since after the ‘Sepoy Mutiny’ and through the partition of the country. While it is true Urban Governance in India includes no attempts at integration and therefore, by an act of omission, encourages segregation, it would be a fallacy to say that the state is absent from within these segregated enclaves. In Delhi, the state has in fact a deep presence and penetration in these marginalised localities via NGOs collecting data ostensibly for disbursing public welfare services and programmes (Mission Convergence). In this paper, I read the discursive exclusion of Muslims with observations from within Muslim localities in Delhi exploring how these contradictory elements have contributed to reducing Indian Muslims as ‘normative’ non-citizens whose legal status is not an equal claim to citizenship, in light of Saskia Sassen’s (2002) assertion that citizenship in the global city is a mix of distinct elements in contrast to being a ‘unitary category or a mere legal status’ and that these elements can be even be contradictory. I also explore how the ‘globalised’, neo-liberal city learns new lessons in treating different classes within Muslims differentially, as certain sectors can no longer afford to make stringent identity distinction that others continue to. And finally, I contend that the discourses on African-American ghettos in the US have been employed uncritically and erroneously to spawn research on Muslim localities in urban India as monochromatic, decrepit hubs of abandonment and, that genuine attempts at developing specific and nuanced understanding of the situation of Urban Muslims in India can be a step towards strengthening their claim for normative citizenship.


	Name of The Author
	Mitu Pathak

	Name of the Co-author , if any
	

	Title of the Abstract
	

	Keywords
	Health, Inequality, Pharmaceutical Industry, Patents, R&D

	Name of the desired sub-theme
	Paradigms of inequality, pathways to entitlement

	Abstract (250 words)
	Unlike most of the welfare states where universal acceptability of health as a right is an important feature, in Indian constitution health is only one of the directive principles of the Indian state. The inequality in terms of access to health for the poor and especially the marginalized section and vulnerable groups is well documented. Critiques of India's developmental paradigm have pointed that India’s growth story has essentially been that of State-led-Capitalism failing to address issues of inequality and social justice. And, in the post-liberalization era the nexus between state and market is more evident than ever. This fact becomes even more emphasized when we look at the important role played by the Indian state in the growth and development of big pharmaceutical companies where time and again policies and laws have been changed to suit the requirements of the industry (mainly large pharmaceutical companies). The decade of 1990s saw the coming of liberalization and product patent regime, which have implications for the production pattern, research and development and the cost of drugs. This paper aims to study the changing polices and laws of the Indian State primarily driven by the needs of the large players in the drug industry during the last three decades and how these changes have essentially benefited the large pharmaceutical companies causing adverse impact on cost of drugs in India and thereby on affordability and accessibility to the poor and vulnerable section of society.

However, to understand the impact of these changes rather than looking at them in isolation, they should be seen as an outcome of interactive linkages existing within and without the drug industry. Within the broad framework of the nexus existing between the market and state, there are many benefactors of these changes and therefore there are various layers of linkages. The paper attempts to decompose the overall nexus by looking at these layers which include various linkages for example existing between Indian companies and state; or, between the Indian state and international agencies like WTO and World Bank and transnational companies; or the marriage of interest between Indian companies and transnational companies.


Gender, Development and Democratisation- The Challenges of Intersectionalities by Ms. Shewli Kumar
Discourses on inequalities, development and democracy get deepened when they are   contextualised within the patriarchal paradigm. It is the  patriarchal arrangements of rules, norms, institutions and power relations which inform the pathways which women and men choose to engage with democratic functionings and participate in decision-making within the private and public realms. Patriarchal arrangements extend to the formal institutions which include governance and legal structures, thereby either creating or denying spaces for participation based on existing understandings and normative structuring of gender relations. An exploration of the statistics available show that inequalities between genders continue despite changes in the developmental trajectory of the nation. There has been a larger presence of women in the workforce, but more in the informal workforce than in the formal. This phenomenon as explained by Kabeer (2007) as 'feminisation of poverty' 
has thrown up challenges for feminist groups while engaging with women who face violence within their homes, seek maintenance and recourse to law to access their rights. The current economic development which is focused on market orientations and privatization does not leave much room for women and they are significantly marginalized in these processes. Their negotiating and bargaining capacities get further reduced if they belong to historically deprived and discriminated communities like the Scheduled Castes, Tribes, ethnic minorities and Muslims. They face discrimination at all levels within private and public domains. Hence it is a triple discrimination that stares them on their faces that of being poor, as identities of discriminated communities and as women. There have been plenty of debates on law and legal processes as instruments for bringing about equality, empowerment and thereby democratisation in India. This paper seeks to address the politics of law and law administration in the context of the rights to maintenance and property, the discussions on uniform civil code and intersectionalities to address particularities and specificities of women’s experiences. The paper will focus on what  are the connections between juridical processes and women’s own experiences of these processes.  In the end the paper envisages the role women can play to articulate, mobilise and exercise their understandings of democracy to access their rights as citizens in a diverse society like India.
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	Abstract (250 words)
	In a development democracy ‘inclusive growth’ has now become a buzz word but the irony is very often the approach is diligently focused on ‘faster growth’ completely negating the principles of inclusion or equity. 

The denial that the socially excluded groups face due to the social and institutional structural barriers prevents them to be part of the growth and development process. It is henceforth argued that an inclusive development necessarily would need a strong governing mechanism- which by itself should be built on the principles of justice and equity. 

In a democratic governance regime the role of the civil society has been quite vibrant and they have played a very important role in the larger discourse of development governance. While today the civil society has been contributing substantially in the democratic processes of development in reality there is a need to understand the dynamics within which it operates. The voice and leadership/ representation of the socially excluded within the civil society
; the constraints of the civil society from the socially excluded in accessing opportunities; the limits of the civil society to reach out to the processes of governance- are some to pertinent issues which needs to be reflected upon.

The proposed paper would focus on the above based on the experience of the Poorest Areas Civil Society
 (PACS) Programme an initiative of UK Government’s Department of International Development (DFID) to work with the civil society in India to help socially excluded groups claim their rights and entitlements more effectively. The paper would draw inference from primary data which was have been collected by the PACS programme and would raise certain fundamental issues pertinent to inclusion and would provoke researchers, academicians and social activists to debate on the inclusive norms of governance.




Protest Movements and People’s Assertion: A Study of the Post-Liberalisation Movements in India by Dr. A. Rambabu,

Abstract

India has witnessed a number of social movements emerging and flourishing at various points of history. These movements have invariably attracted the attention of the social scientists. They have tried to understand the causes of the rise and growth of social movements and their objectives and the strategies adopted by them.

This paper attempts at understanding the importance of the 'protest movements that have arisen due to the strong will of people against certain development projects and programmes in India in the last two decades. As the Indian government adopted the liberalisation policy in economy since the 1990s, a number of development activities have been carried out at various parts of the country by both governmental agencies and the Multi-National Corporates (MNCs). In most cases we have witnessed the vehement opposition by the people who had mobilised themselves against those programmes. Our aim here is to trace the causes for the rise of such protest mobilisation by the people and its outcomes and the responses of the civil society in general.

At this juncture, it is important for us to clarify what do we mean by the term 'Protest Movements'. As the movements taken for our study have emerged either spontaneously or gradually over a period of time with a sole motive of opposing the so-called development projects in their respective places. They may not adhere to the strict definitional framework of the social movements as pronounced by the social scientists in general and sociologists in particular. However, their role as a 'collective' voice has to be taken seriously into account in order to arrive at certain decisions as far as the policy formulations are concerned.

As the title of the paper suggests, our aim is to focus upon the ways in which people have risen up to the occasion and asserted their democratic rights through those 'protest movements'. Whenever there was a fear among the people of losing their livelihood, losing their land in the name of development, losing their rights to the resources for their day-to-day economic activities, there were protests and agitations against the concerned parties and authorities.

Hence, it is to be noted that this paper deals with the protest movements through which people's assertion made its presence felt by the state and the civil society.

STRUCTURE OF THE PAPER

The paper is divided into three parts of which the first part would deal with the conceptual framework of, and the theoretical orientations to the study of social movements as provided by the sociologists. The second part would deal with analysis of the causes for the emergence and growth of protest movements in the 1990s in the wake of the liberalisation era. In the third part, we would take up some protest movements as examples in order to substantiate our arguement that how people had asserted their citizenship rights and had demanded for social justice and corrective measures from the state.
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	Abstract (250 words)
	Environment has once again come to the center stage of discussions, although for different reasons.  This new found interest in environment has a new framework of exploration, focusing primarily on land and land based natural resources. The value of these resources has changed since globalization where consumption is the key word, and the structure of neo-liberal adjustments makes it convenient for a few to appropriate the most.  The act of Appropriation is rendered useful by a select few but displacing many. This disparaging contradiction is set legitimate by the state itself in many ways and hence it is important to identify, define and discuss how the state is placing its people in this process. Last few years has also seen many small and large acts of subjugation and protest mostly in context of natural resources exploitation. The communities at the receiving end are being pushed to the periphery struggling to be counted in the development discourse and to understand how the state places them in the run to be a developed nation. Is the state being same for all or are the ruling elites actors replicating and repeating the trajectory of our colonial past. In the given context the paper intends to discuss the role of the state being understood and interpreted by many in the development process. 
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The website of the India Against Corruption refers to itself as a ‘citizen’s movement’, does this explains the mammoth participation of the middle class and a comparative non-participation of the toiling masses?. This brings us to a question that whether the citizenship is linked to one’s class and is it a class phenomena? The paper explores the trajectory of the shift from a political set up to a one that runs on fuel of governance and how it converts citizens into subjects?. Further what are the processes and mechanisms that convert the citizens into subjects and why it is important for the apparatus of the state that  the subjects are the ones that are of appropriate nature?
 
The paper explores through the example of Mumbai city where the project of governance has reduced citizenship into possession and provability of  documents. The claims to rights and entitlements are realisable to only those slumdwellers who are ‘citizens’ or modern subjects and the same can be proved if the physical being is able to show ownership and possession of certain documents and that too after and before some defined date that keeps shifting. Thus governance is shifting terrains of citizens/subjects. This leads us to a situation where the physical beings find themselves proving their physicality by showing and striving for attaining these documents, and this situation is no better than any game that children play, the only difference being that the rules are such that you are declared out the moment you express your desire to play it since the game reduces the player from being a citizen to an appropriate subject. 
 


Paradigms of inequality and pathways to entitlements by Sujana
The phrase paradigm of inequality implies existing models or patterns of inequality, over a period of time or in a certain social and economic frame. In fact the word paradigm was defined by Thomas Kuhn as follows, “universally recognized scientific achievements that, for a time, provide model problems and solutions for a community of researchers”. In this context it could refer to even notions or theories of inequality.
For the purpose of analysis we could classify the experience or understanding of inequality from a historical point of view, a social view and a political and economic perspective. Historically speaking inequality has moved from colonial, racial, class, gender and caste struggles to the struggle for equal opportunity or equality in every sphere of human activity. Social inequality would have much to do with one’s standing and consciousness in society or among others. Political inequality would imply the rights of various ethnic and indigenous communities to be part of consensus making or self governance. These could be understood in a historical framework of the nation, first the period of independence and second post- independence and third the era of economic reforms and afterwards.

            Research has shown that some indicators of inequality are prone to occur in certain pockets of the country. If we take gender alone it is, a massive area of analysis. Again gender inequality is manifest in the urban rural divide in India. In agriculture and industry there is feminization of labour. It is interesting to study how the various government programs launched nationwide have been effective in providing access to basic entitlements such as healthcare, literacy, employment, pension, property deeds, crop insurance and various other indispensible services required by both rural and urban women. 

For example a look at the health care entitlements (Arogyasri) offered to people in Andhra Pradesh would make a good case study of how the policy has extended health care benefits to the otherwise disadvantaged. Theoretically speaking, all theories of inequality have been rallying around for justice or equal opportunity. The notion of justice, equality and equal opportunity differs from that of a welfare state to a neo-liberal one. Amartya Sen’s view of justice as access to basic entitlements has steered the Indian state into a decentralized one with various schemes to the rescue of both the urban and rural women

In gender however the main challenge remains the discrimination of labour and the challenges of understanding domestic help as a unit of economic and social analysis. Well known author Barbara Harris White has explored gender as a unit of economic analysis in various southern states of India. Social and cultural practices define much of the economics and inequality of a region. The third world woman as a symbol of struggle and emancipation from various hierarchies needs to be explored in relation, to the democratic nature adopted, in the distribution of these entitlements.
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	Successful movements such as Janlokpal agitation and recent mass movements in Afro-asian countries greatly leveraged Internet and Internet based social networking platforms such as Twitter, Facebook & YouTube to educate citizens on the purpose and encourage their participation in these movements. Political leaders across the globe have started using these platforms to connect and communicate with their constituents. There have also been examples in countries such as Iceland, Morocco and Egypt to involve citizens in the formulation and framing of their constitutions.  

Are the examples just few exceptions or do they indicate a trend? Democratic models when got created in 17 the century and evolved in subsequent centuries, the constitution and lawmakers could not envisage how citizens could be engaged on a continuous basis in various facets of democracy in the absence of economical and sustainable methods, tools and technologies. However, with the development Information Technology it has become possible to reach out to constituents and facilitate participation of citizens and constituents in the democratic processes as indicated by above examples.

This paper explores and tries to find answers to following questions:

What is participatory democracy? 

Does participatory democracy mean voting once in 5 years alone? 

What are the elements or aspects of democracy in which people can participate? What are legitimate, constructive, and decentralized ways by which people at large can be involved in policy making process? 

Will such a process be feasible, effective and efficient? 

How can Information Technology play a role to make participatory democracy a reality? 
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� Civil Society for the purpose of discussion in this paper refers to non-governmental organizations


� The Poorest Areas Civil Society Programme (PACS) is an initiative of the UK government’s Department for International Development to work with civil society in India to help socially excluded people claim their rights and entitlements more effectively, so they receive a fairer share of India’s development gains. PACS focuses on socially excluded groups- Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Muslims, Women and People with Disability. The programme works in seven of the poorest states of India. Please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.pacsindia.org" ��www.pacsindia.org�
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