Calcutta Research Group
In collaboration with IWM, Vienna
SECOND Two Day Teachers’ Workshop on Syllabus Making and Research Methods in
Migration and Forced Migration Studies
23-24 February 2022, Kolkata, India

Migration and forced migration studies have emerged as an interdisciplinary field of study, to be
reckoned with in most university and school systems, across disciplines and continents. From the
study of histories of migration (induced by colonialism, slavery or epidemics) to reading present-day
population patterns, from analyzing the contributions of migrants to a national economy to exploring
narratives of refugees and migrants—migration and forced migration are now key components in
different established disciplines: History, Demography, Geography, Political Science and
International Relations, Anthropology, Literary and Cultural Studies, Economics, and many more.
This is both a response to our contemporary history, marked by massive flows and displacements of
people and a recognition of the importance of recording, researching and teaching migration.

In December 2020, CRG and IWM organised a Two-Day Teachers’ Workshop on Research
Methodology and Syllabus Making, with participants from all over India and virtual panellists from
Europe, Australia and other parts of Asia (see report here:
http://www.mcrg.ac.in/IWM_Migration/Report%20Teachers'%20Workshop.pdf). This was followed
up by Reading Refugees, Reading Migration: An (Online) Orientation Course for College and
University Teachers, in July-August 2021 where 28 teachers and 16 resource persons from different
disciplinary and geographical locations explored the thematic and the problematic of migration
studies, questions of methods and literary and cultural registers of migrants and refugees (see details
here: http://www.mcrg.ac.in/I[WM_Migration_2021/TIWM_Migration_Teachers_2021.asp).

The proposed Second Two-Day Teachers’ workshop will frame a series of syllabi through world café
and other consultative methods, keeping in mind that the for such an interdisciplinary field must
always already be provisional, contingent and speaking to the teachers’ and the students’
intersectional locations. It will tackle questions of research methods, challenges in educating migrant
and refugee students, issues of pedagogy, strategies for navigating bias and prejudice in the
classroom, historical ownership of knowledge, etc. drawing upon experts in the field who have
introduced and engaged with migration studies within institutional settings.

This workshop, supported by the Institute of Human Sciences, Vienna, is part of CRG’s ongoing programme in
migration and forced migration studies, supported by Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, South Asia, IWM Vienna and
several other universities and institutes in India.



Workshop Schedule
Second Two-Day Teachers’ Workshop on Syllabus Making and Research Methods in
Migration and Forced Migration Studies
23-24 February 2022

23 February 2022, Wednesday

9.30- 10.00: Registration& Tea

10.00- 11.30: Inaugural Session

Welcome Address: ByasdebDasgupta (President, CRG & Kalyani University, Kalyani)
Introduction: ShyamalenduMajumdar (Secretary, CRG &SivanathSastri College, Kolkata)
Report: Samata Biswas (Workshop coordinator & The Sanskrit College and University, Kolkata)

11.30-12.00: Tea

12.00- 1.30: Panel Discussion, “Women, Migration and Cultural Production”[Hybrid Session]
Speakers: Aparna Eswaran (JNU, New Delhi), Asha Singh (CSSSC, Kolkata)

Moderator: Francis Adaikalam (Loyola College, Chennai)

Discussant: RajatKanti Sur (CRG)

1.30- 2.30: Lunch

2.30- 4.00: Book Release: Memories of Arrival: A Voice from the Margins, Adhir Biswas and

V. Ramaswamy [Hybrid session]

Introduction: Mandira Sen (Publisher)

Speakers: Adhir Biswas (Author), V Ramaswamy (Translator), SamratSengupta (SidhoKanhoBirsa
University), Samata Biswas (The Sanskrit College and University & CRG)

Moderator: Ananya Chatterjee (Haldia Govt. College & CRG)

4.00- 4.30: Tea
4.30- 6.00: Plenary Lecture, ‘Migration and Sexual Violence’, [Hybrid Session]

Speaker: Chris Dolan (Refugee Law Project, Makerere University)
Chair: Paula Banerjee (University of Calcutta, Kolkata & CRG)



24 February 2022, Thursday

9.30- 10.00: Registration & Tea

10.00- 11.30: Discussion with Sahayog, ‘Pandemic, Education and Migrant Children’

Speakers: SabirAhamed (Pratichi Trust & CRG), Vinay Kr. Ojha (Shri R. P. Institute)

Discussants: Arup K Sen (Sermpore College & CRG), SudeepBasu (Central University of Gujarat,
Gandhinagar & CRG)

11.30- 12.00: Tea

12.00- 1.30: World Café: Group Discussions on Syllabi and Submission of Draft Syllabi
Group leaders: BiswajitMohanty (Deshbandhu College, Delhi), ShreerajGudi (Manipal Institute of
Communication, MAHE, Manipal), Shishir Tiwari (NEHU, Shillong

1.30- 2.30: Lunch

2.30-4.30: Film Screening and Discussion,7he Human Flow (2017), Ai Wei Wei

Moderator: TapasyaThapa (SrishtiManipal Institute of Design, Bengaluru)

Discussants: Gurmeet Kaur (Panjab University, Chandigarh), AnindyaSen (Assam University,
Silchar)

4.30-5.00: Tea

5.00- 6.30: Valedictory Lecture: Exploring the Education-Development Nexus Through a
Migration/ (Im)mobility Lens[Hybrid Session]

Speakers: Elaine Chase (University College London), Amy North (University College London)

Chair and Moderator: SabyasachiBasu Ray Chaudhury (Honorary Director, CRG & Rabindra Bharati
University, Kolkata)

Concluding remarks: NasreenChowdhory (Vice-President, CRG & Delhi University, Delhi)

6:30-6:45: Certification of Workshop Participants
Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty (Former Professor, Presidency College, Kolkata & CRG) and Prasanta
Ray (Former Professor, Presidency College, Kolkata & CRG)

Vote of thanks: AnkurTamuliPhukan, CRG.
Course rapporteurs:

Joy Karmakar (Serampore College, Serampore) and Sheikh Rafiq Ullah (CHSE, Odisha)



