We are waiting the Tibetans children in Nepal
This presentation will focus on the lives of Tibetan children who do not have refugee card. The narrative will focus on the daily lives of the refugee children whose parents have refugee card and those who don’t have refugee card.

This narrative focuses on how the lack of documentation affects the Tibetan children and their lives. The text below is a part of my dissertation for my Masters degree in Human Rights and Democratization,”But this place never accepted us”. In the workshop a presentation will be done comparing the lives of two children and the limitation they experience. The text below is the background to the presentation.

“If I am a refugee here, of course my child is a refugee also-and so is his child and his child until we go back to our native country”
( MALKI, 1996, p 381)
This chapter focuses on the experiences of Tibetans who have been born in Nepal and have inherited the refugee hood from their parents. . It explores the factors and  the aspects that have affected their belonging in Nepal. Houtom and Stuver writes that bridges connect and doors block the impact of the borders - while doors can stop people from entering, doors can also open the person to the outside world.They remarks that what should be studied are the people who create such borders and boundaries. The author remarks that it depends on the people whether the people will open the doors and make the effort to connect with the people outside the doors (Houtom, and Struver,2002, p143). That would also be dependent on who  can open the door. For the people to do that it would require “overcoming the borders” and accepting people who are “outsiders as insiders”. The requirement for the fulfillment of the purpose is a space to interact. (Houtom and Struver, 2002, p142)

Similar to the experience of crossing the bridge, people bring with them the experience of crossing the countries and borders when they arrive at next country. The experiences of Tibetans coming to Nepal in exile are similar to the crossing of the bridge. For those who were born in Nepal, they have not crossed any bridges but they have been raised on the experiences of those who  have crossed those bridges and  at the same time the doors have not yet  opened for them. 

In Nepal, the generations of Tibetans have inherited the “refugeeness” from their parents. While the parents were content with the lives they had in the settlements, Tibetan children born in Nepal require the exposure to the outside space to interact with the world outside the settlement. Remarking on the experiences of the parents and comparing their experiences 
Earlier the people did not know how to speak Nepali. They used to live in the camp and seldom went outside the camps. Once you don’t go out you don’t know the problems of the outside, therefore you don’t have to experience the problems of outside. And they did not even know about it. We, the second generation, studied and we came out and we are experiencing the problems of the outside world. The next generation is more advanced than us and they are will experience even more problems than us.

Attachment to Nepal

Having lived and born in Nepal all their lives, the Tibetans also express that there a feeling of being at home in Nepal. That feeling is more resonant when the person is not in the camp and is outside of Nepal.Tibetan youths have reiterated that their identity needs to be supported by documentation. They sense a desire to be a part of the Nepalese life, which has been restrictive so far and conflicts  desires with their lives wanting attachment and recognition from Nepal 

Getting attached to Nepal , also reminds them about their vulnerability of not having documents. Having ownership over their settlements, the Tibetans have been able to move out of the space and interact with the Nepalese in a casual manner. However, the interaction will be official when they will be recognized to interact outside the settlements without any set limitations. 
In order to accept them, the Government has to first acknowledge the presence of Tibetans youth in the country. Being in Nepal the Tibetans have experienced Nepal’s experiences with new democracy, decade long armed conflict, Nepal’s transformation from monarchy to republic . Living in the host country they have similar experiences with the Nepalese people have experiencing  the  restructuring of the nation.

Lack of documentation and its impact on belonging
The refugee card would guarantee that you are a Tibetan under the protection of the Nepal Government, you would be able to live in Nepal as long as you live and that you will not be able to own any immovable property. The possession of a refugee card allows the person to open bank accounts and have motorbike licenses and access to travel documents. Employment is restricted in the refugee card. The card needs to be renewed once a year in the first week of new calendar year. For the renewal of the refugee card the refugee has to be present on the official renewal time, when the Nepalese officials come to the settlement for the renewal. (TJC,2002, p 59). If the person is not available, then it also creates difficulties in the renewal process ( TJC, 2002, p 60)

 After stopping of the refugee card, the children who were under 16 at 1995 are stateless, without card. No new refugee cards have been issued for the past twenty years. The children of Tibetan refugees experience substantial anxiety as they do not have their own individual refugee card, being added only in the name of their parents, which results in building their insecurity. On the death of the refugee card holder the refugee card has to be returned to the Government official and with that the refugee children would lose their documentation, their possessions. When the young Tibetans have children they will not be able to record their children’s birth on any document. 

Besides adding insecurity by not having a identity document it also applies that the also implies the lack of access to your own rights and also on your expression of the identity. 

As refugee cards are no longer been issued after 1995, the refugee card is a precious document which cannot be replaced. Refugees who have misplaced the refugee card have expressed the stress and anxiety that has resulted when the refugee card was misplaced and a replacement had to be made.

Refugees remark that while they were distributed they did not think so much about the refugee cards, as most of them were very young. They understood the importance of the refugee card later in the years to come. 


Documentation clearly makes an impact on belonging. The situation in Nepal clearly depicts how a host country can make the determination as it has the “power to decide” on the future of the children by determining refugee status or not providing them any status (Heironymi,2009, p 9). Heironymi expresses that for the children it is more essential to have “durable solutions especially for the “children who have had no pre refugee life were born into the refugee condition” (Heironymi,2009, p14).

Restrictive Livelihood

In terms of livelihood the tradition modes of carpet industry has become redundant with the lack of the market and as the daily wages  has become very low and the settlers expressed that due to that they have shifted to the souvenir selling. 
Some of the settlers have been able to operate their souvenir businesses in the settlement area and also in the trekking routes. The cooperative office has helped the settlers with the subsidized rent for the stores. Some of the people with the refugee card have been able to open their small establishment with the refugee card. For that purpose they need the registration. Small establishment also need the registrations and as the registrations are difficult, the settlers settle for informal economy of selling in bags or in empty spaces.

Most of the youth in all the settlements have had to seek employment outside the settlement as there were not many opportunities in the settlements.

With the refugee card there is restriction in seeking employment. Without the citizenship document they are unable to seek employment and have to be restricted in the informal sector. Due to this reason, many young Tibetans seek to travel out of Nepal, as they will be unable to have employment in employment outside of settlements. This is applicable irrespective of the possession of RC or without.

Challenges of livelihood tied with citizenship

The people with refugee cards due to their limited education qualification have adjusted themselves to these jobs but for the educated these limited opportunities are not correlating with their qualifications as without citizenship most of the opportunities are closed.
With the refugee card there is a bar on employment and for the settlers who do not have refugee cards are again barred on employment, as they do not have any documentation. Besides the bar on employment for the settlers, there is a bar to study the professional courses. Even for those who have studied they don’t get to work according to the education as there is a limitation in the license issuance. Settlers express that one of the reasons that young students are not motivated to study is the lack of employment opportunities and ending up in situations that you were not prepared for.
While there are no options in the formal economy for those who do not have the documentation, they have enrolled in the vocational classes like the training in carpentry and driving. When the training is not converted into the employment then there is less motivation to pursue even vocational classes. 
Similarly on completion of the academic course when the refugee children want to pursue their employment, they are restricted to do the pursue jobs in the formal sector such as banking and finance.

 On experiencing the situation the youth are feeling the restriction to be more valuable to the society and as a result they would like to migrate for the better employment opportunities available. 

Many Nepalese go a lot on the foreign migration. In case if we have citizenship then we can go wherever or in foreign migration.

This expresses that in terms of livelihood development the situation remains the same for the people who have refugee card and who do not, and they would seek the opportunity to migrate abroad for better opportunities if that would be possible. 

Travel document and freedom of movement without citizenship

Travel Document

With the refugee card, the refugees are able to obtain travel document for the international travel and also obtain driving license. The bureaucratic procedures make the obtaining of the refugee card cumbersome. As with the RC, while the Tibetans have difficulty and enjoy less freedom of movement( TJC, 2002, p 64), the Tibetans without refugee card face more difficulties  and will experience payment of bribes if they are found during the check posts.( TJC,2002,p65)

The travel documents are issued for the period the refugee card is valid, maximum of one year, with the refugee card as a guarantee. As the refugee card needs to be renewed annually, the period of the travel document is shorter period. To go to a foreign country it would be difficult without the refugee card as without refugee card one cannot apply for travel document. For the children listed in parents RC, they can avail travel documents on their parents RC. To go to India with the student card is sufficient but for the outside world there is a need for the travel document. If the refugee card was for up for renewal in a longer period, the travel document would also have a longer validity. If that was possible, Tibetans also would go in the foreign migration like the Nepalese.

. 

Driver’s License

With the refugee card, they are able to purchase motorcycles and obtain license. For the Tibetans who don’t have refugee   card, they are able to obtain license with the parents' refugee cards, where their names are listed on their parents RC. This space is seen to be shrinking with the reports, that there will be discontinuation of the issuance and renewal of driving license. This step is leading to the cancellation of another valid document that is easily accepted in the nation as an identity card. With the non issuance of the driving license, the refugees will not be able to have an identity card that is widely used in Nepal.

Birth registration

By having a birth registration a person born in the country, gets the acknowledgement. Earlier for the Tibetans a recognized birth certificate was provided for the children born in Nepal .The practice has been stopped and the birth certificate issuance has been replaced by the plain paper document that the government officials write the name of the child without any acknowledgment. The importance of the birth certificate is ever increasing and in the old days you would not require a birth certificate. It is the basis for any other document and necessary for the enrolment in schools. 

Having a birth certificate is a birth right and by not providing the birth certificate Nepal is not recognizing the existence of the Tibetans being born in Nepal.

The Tibetan experience in the birth registration is an example of lack of documentation for the Tibetan and that the discontinuations of the documentation like other documentations for the Tibetans. In terms of documentation the space has been continuously shrinking with more curtailing on issuance of documents.

Most participants with refugee card expressed their concerns of not having refugee card for their children. Most refugee youth who are not documented expressed their disinterest in the refugee card due to the limited use and the stress that it can create. They would prefer to have citizenship as it would be an identity document that would allow employment and travel opportunities, it would stop the dominations that exists currently and that it will allow them to live in Nepal with their families. Most prefer to have citizenship as it would allow them to have more space to live in Nepal in dimensions of protection, respect, livelihoods and freedom of movement.
To adapt to the place where they live they accommodate themselves and as Ardent says they will adapt” in principle to everything and everybody “(Arendt, 1943,  p117). Besides adaptation from the refugees, there is also a need of integration from host governments.












