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Introduction

Sri Lanka has witnessed an internal armed conflict during a 26-year period. The root causes of the conflict are rooted for more than 50 years majority Sinhalese and Tamil community. Subsequent to the independence of Sri Lanka there has been several incidents which caused violence between both the communities. The final result was an armed battle between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and the Government of Sri Lanka. As a result of the ethnic conflict many people were displaced and many people were shifting for secure locations in the country to make sure that they are safe and that their regular life is not affected. The armed conflict caused large scale displacements including internal displacement and many people fled the country as refugees. The statistics differ from source to source and there is a difficulty in obtaining the exact number of displacement and resettlements as of 2018. UNHCRs report on Global trends
 states that at the end of 2017 there are 39,322 no of Internally Displaced People of concern to UNHCR, including people in IDP like situations. Also, the report states that there are 822 refugees. The displacements during the was huge and many people fled the country too. After the war many efforts have been taken to resettle the people in their original places. The occupation of the private lands in the Northern province has been seen as a major obstacle to resettle all the people in the Northern Province. However, the Government has been releasing the lands time to time as it is a tedious task. 
The problems mainly exist with the IDPs and returnees are those related to identifying their lands as they do not have the documents or the lands have been occupied by others for a long time and it all takes a long time to settle the disputes. Meanwhile many people who displaced from the Northern and Eastern Provinces has settled down in the places where they displaced. The main reason is that they have been living in displaced locations for more than 2 decades and their children had grown up in the new location and they have adopted to a certain life style. The families have grown bigger and one family have become two or three families with the time. Their need for land and other materials have become a necessity as compared to the situation when they fled their place of origin. The IDPs who were living in camps and who were with friends and families settled down in many parts of the country and due to economic reasons, geographical reasons and due to the new generations adoption to the new location has made them to continue their life in the new locations. This paper is trying to analyse the demographic changes in the country based on population statistics and the effects of war 
which has left in the people mind of trusting each other and the violence that occurred based on religion after the war. A qualitative approach is mostly adopted and published literature and stakeholder perspectives are mostly used in the analysis. 
Protection for Refugees and Internally Displaced persons in Sri Lanka 

The Sri Lankan Government has not ratified the Refugee Convention or the 1967 Protocol. Although there are 822 Refugees in Sri Lanka they can be arrested and deported by the Government since there is no legal provision
 related to the protection of refugees. There is no particular law that has been enacted by the Government in protection of the IDPs. However, as citizens according to the Article 12 of the Constitution of the country they have the right equal treatment before the law.  During the period of armed conflict Government time to time issued circulars and guidelines for the effective treatment and protection of IDPs. 

Displacement of people and the change of demographic population statistics

There has been a massive migration of IDPs in the country from the start of the internal armed conflict. The people who were living in North and Eastern parts of the country have migrated to other parts of the country. The exile of the Muslims in 1990 to other parts of the country was one of the major displaced before the final stages of war in 2009. Although there are no accurate official government statistics, it is believed that around 60,000 Muslims were expelled from Northern Province in 1990
. According to the government statistics of 1981, the entire Muslim population of the Northern Province in 1981 was 50,831 (Jaffna District – 12,958; Mannar District – 27,717; Vavuniya District – 6,505; and Mullativu District – 3,651)
 that is 4.5%of the total population in the Northern Province. It is also witnessed that many Sinhalese who lived in the Northern Province were displaced. The Government statistics of 1981 states that the Sinhalese population in the Northern Province was 35,128
 (Mannar 8683, Vavuniya 15794, Mullaithivu 3992, and Jaffna 6659) that is a 3.17% of the total population in the Northern Province and the Sri Lankan Tamil and Indian Tamil population in the Northern Province in 1981 was 1,021,006.  (Jaffna 810,365, Mulaithivu 69,424, Mannar 68,324 and Vavuniya 72,893) that is 92.03 % of the total population in Northern Province.  During the war most of the people living in North and East displaced time to time either from District to District or within the District and some even fled the country as refugees. 
Furthermore, in the Eastern Province the total population in 1981 was 975,251 out of which 24.98% Sinhalese, 42.06% Tamils and 32.34% Muslims. The total population in Batticaloa District was 330,333 (Sinhalese 11,255, Sri Lankan and Indian Tamils 237,787 and Muslims 78,829). In Ampara District the total population was 388,970 (Sinhalese 146,943, Sri Lankan and Indian Tamils 79,237 and Muslims 161, 568) and in Trincomalee District the total population was 255,948 (Sinhalese 85,503, Sri Lankan and Indian Tamils 93,132 and Muslims 75,039). 

The statistics in the year 2012 provides a broader picture of the population after the war. The total population of the Northern Province in 2012 was 1,061,315 out of which 995,975 (93.84% of the total population in the Eastern Province) Sri Lankan and Indian Tamils, 31,985 (3.01%) Sinhalese and 32,796 (3.09%) Muslims. In the Eastern Province according to the Census in 2012, the total population is 1,555,510 and out of which 360,738 (23.19%) Sinhalese, 614,184 (39.48%) and 574,327 (36.92%) Muslims. 
When the population statistics are compared both the Sinhalese and the Muslim population in the northern Province has gone down. When the population growth in the entire country is compared between 1981 to 2012 is a ratio of 37%. However, there is very unequal population growth ration exist in the country according to the statistics.  In the Northern Province a -9% population growth in the Sinhalese, -2% growth in the Sri Lankan and Indian Tamils and -35% in the Muslim population have been reported. Meanwhile, a considerable growth of population is seen in Puttlam District in 2012 in comparison to 1981. The total population is risen to 762,396 in 2012 and in 1981 it was 492,533, that is a 55% increase. The considerable thing is that the Muslim population is risen from 49,000 to 147,546. Which is a 201% increase as compared to 38% of increase of Sinhalese population, 50% of Sri Lankan Tamil population. The reason for such increase is that the IDPs who fled the Northern Province was settled down in Puttlam District. As of 2012, there have been many people in the District settled down and continuing their livelihood. This has caused a massive change in the demographical population and the culture and the pattern of life styles are changing. Furthermore, the prolonged period of displacements has caused people to remain in the area where they are displaced and also to return to their original places. 
The aftermath of the displacement

There have been displacements within the Districts and outside the District. Although it is difficult to prove such displacement with statistics it was evident in few discussions with many individuals in the Eastern Province that there has been a shift of population from one Division to another Division within the District. All communities Muslims, Sinhalese and Tamils suffered during the war and they lost their family members their properties and their lands and homes. Many people were able to return to their native places and most of the people were able to return to their original places.  
The mistrust between the communities

The people in the Eastern Province people were massacred inside the mosque during the war in 1990
. This was done parallelly to the Northern eviction of Muslims.  With this incident the Muslims in the Eastern province were fleeing their homes and displaced to majority Muslim areas within the District and out of the District. The Tamils who were living in the Muslim majority villages were also fleeing to Tamil majority areas for safety. The Sinhalese population also fled to other parts of the country as they were also suffered largely in the Eastern province. The Aranthalawa massacre and killing of innocent villagers are few of the atrocities against the Sinhalese people in the Eastern Province. Thereby, until the end of the armed conflict people in Eastern province were living in ethnic or religious pockets most of the time. The classic example is the Division of Kalmunai DS Division in to Kalmunai Tamil and Kalmunai DS Division. In Kalmunai DS Division there are 44,632 persons, out of which 113 Tamils, 44,349 Muslims and 163 Sinhalese. The total population in Kalmunai Tamil DS Division is 29,800 out of which 26,687 are Tamils, 2381 Muslims and 240 Sinhalese
. The Kalmunai Tamil Divisional Secretariat was formed in 1989
. With the division of such nature in an adjacent geographical location there is always problems when a plot of land is sold to a person from another faith
.  It is seen throughout the eastern province the demarcation of boundaries of areas belonging to Muslims, Tamils and Sinhalese based on ethnicities. The length of time period leads to around two decades in most of the cases
. Some people have sold their land in Muslim majority areas and settled down in the Tamil majority areas and some Muslims also have sold their lands to Tamils in Tamil majority areas
.  The Similar story was heard from the Sinhalese community who fled the Eravur and Eravurpattu area and they have never returned to the area
. The abandonment of the lands in those days has made an impression in the youth who are born especially after the 1990s are unaware of the period before the conflict and during the conflict. A youth group
 was of the view that in Valachchenai closer to their village there were only Tamils and now Muslims are brining documents and claiming the lands. There was a huge opposition by the youth and some people for the returning of Muslims to the area which these youths believe that the land belongs to Tamils. The Tamil population claim that those are forge documents as the Muslim politicians are trying to capture the land. As witnessed in one discussion with the Muslim Farmers in Eravur Division it was told that they have paddy lands given to them
 by the Government before the war and they have been cultivating in the neighbouring EravurPattu area. The Farmers state that the lands are not released to them as some people have built houses and some other constructions have been carried out. 
The aftermath of the conflict created the people in the Eastern Province to trust and believe the people from their own faiths as told by few interviewees. Some of the interviewees were of the view that they can trust only a political representative from their faith and they kept on voting the person from their own community. There is always some mistrust if a person from different community is going to get some work done from the Government Departments. Although most of the times, the Government officers try to work impartially the people are suspicious
. 
The Government measures and effectiveness to address the issues
The Government has also taken steps to address the issue of the Land disputes by establishing land mediation boards and by introducing the Prescriptions special provisions Act No: 5 of 2016. The Act was introduced to enable special legal provisions to be made in respect of persons who were unable to pursue their rights in court for the recovery of any immovable property including land due to the activities of any militant terrorist group which prevailed in Sri Lanka and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto within a period of two years of enactment of the law.  However, it is seemed that many of the Governments efforts have been challenged in many ways. There are many programmes carried out by the Government and most of them have had made changes but yet are not adequate considering the issue of mistrust. Many Government Officers are of the view that the land issues in have been resolved from 2010 onwards. The Lesson learned and Reconciliation Commission report had highlighted the issue and many steps were taken to address the issue. The Coexistence committees to be established in each divisional Secretariat divisions and villages. However, the process has been delayed and almost a decade has been elapsed after the war on the reconciliation process. The tsunami housing scheme which was constructed for 500 families is one of the classic examples of the division of resources. The housing scheme was done at Akkaraipathu Norachcholai area which is around 13 km from the Deegawapi Buddhist Sacred site. The Project was funded by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and before the distribution of the houses the selection of beneficiaries was questioned and a fundamental rights application was filed. The Supreme Court in the case of Ven. Ellawala Medananda Thero Vs District Secretary, Ampara And Others
 held that a proper selection procedure was not carried out and the Petitioners Fundamental Rights were violated. The housing scheme in uninhabited and at present it is not in a good condition to inhabit
. The decisions of Politicians and authorities are ethicised and the mere reason of ethnicization also has linkages to colonization schemes. The people in the Province are mostly fix their identity with the land and geographical location. 
The returning of the people to Musali South in Mannar District to Karadikkuli and Marichchakatti adjacent to the Wilpattu forest reserve and the Sinhalese extreme elements have claimed that people have located their settlements inside the Wilpattu forest reserve
. The matter has been continuously highlighted by media and the social media and the entire process was seen in an ethnic perspective.  

The post war religious violence

Different number of incidents reported on attacks on religious minorities. The emergence of such violence was reported highly after 2010. The violence has been described as chronic and acute nature of violence
.  ‘Chronic’ violence is described as a ‘continuous form of low-intensity violence’. It usually involves religiously motivated threats, intimidation or coercion. Furthermore, hate speech and propaganda have been identified as a recurring form of chronic violence
. The Author in the “Chronic and the acute: Post war religious violence in Sri Lanka” goes on to state that the chronic violence as a ‘continuous form of low-intensity violence’. The chronic violence also has a long history in Sri Lanka. The Author further state that the danger of persistent, low-intensity chronic violence is its potential to escalate into acute violence.  Acute violence is described as ‘sporadic in nature and higher in intensity’.26 The escalation of chronic violence to acute violence is usually enabled through a ‘trigger event’. The Aluthgama incident which occurred in 2014 after a dispute between the youths and a Buddhist Monk, although the Monk was not harmed. The incidents in Ginthota in 2017 erupted after an incident between two individuals from the Sinhalese and Muslim communities. The personal nature of disputes was also made into a religious form of violence. The incidents reported in Ampara in 2017 over a false allegation of contraceptives mixed in food, the Digana riots which occurred due to an accident and death of an individual also a sudden violence which cause much damage. 
The violence was not only limited to Muslims also the Christian community was also targeted. The reasons for the attackes on the Christian community are different from the Muslim Community. The Christian community is viewed as a threat to the social cohesion and identity of Sinhala Buddhists, while Muslims are seen primarily as a source of economic insecurity. Sinhala Buddhists mostly fear the propagation of Christianity, and view the ‘unethical’ conversions that have taken place and a threat to social cohesion in Buddhist society
.

The social media was playing a huge role in spreading false messages and rumours against the minorities
. The special focus should be given to the false propaganda against Muslims by majority Sinhalese nationalists. The Aluthgama Riots and the Ginthota riots were two sequential incidents occurred and gradually there were incidents of hatred reported among Tamils and Muslims and that also converted into minor incidents. The incidents in Kiran is a good example of the effect of rumours and that outraged a minor conflict in Batticaloa District. The rumours and false messages were very well taken and trusted and followed by the people. 
The Ampara incident and the Kandy Digana Attacks in 2018 were results of such false propaganda. Mobilization of such mobs are possible as there have been much hatred between the communities and very less interaction between the communities. The Digana attacks which was the most severe of the all had caused many property losses and life losses. The incident may cause the minorities to think of their own ethnic pockets and to not to allow any other outsider to settle in their area. 
The international developments also have influenced the post war religious violence in the country. The incidents that take place in Myanmar has also has impact in many ways. The Rohingyan Refugees who were staying in the country to seek asylum were attacked and the mob demanded the refugees to be deported immediately and to remove them from the safe house
. There are around 822 Refugees in Sri Lanka seeking asylum
 from various countries. Although there are Refugees from other countries the opposition for bringing in Refugees from Rohingya was severe.
In many occasions the incidents of violence were brought under control by the Law enforcement agencies. It is in this ambit analysing the existing laws and remedies is essential. 
Laws relating to Rights of minorities and right to religion

The international treaties have recognized the right to religion and it is included in many domestic legislations. Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that ‘everyone has a right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion’. Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) states that a person’s freedom of religion ‘shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching’. Also, the people from different culture have the right to practice their religion. The Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief and The International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination also provides provisions for protection of the right to religion. 
The Constitution of Sri Lanka in its chapter on Fundamental Rights, Article 10, guarantees the freedom of thought, conscience and religion. Article 14(1)(e) of the Constitution provides: ‘Every citizen is entitled to the freedom, either by himself or in association with others, and either in public or in private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching’. Article 14 (1) (f) of the Constitution emphasizes that a person by himself or in association with others to enjoy and promote his own culture and to use his own language; Article 27(10) states that the State shall assist the development of the cultures and the languages of the People. Article 12 (1) of the 2nd republican constitution states that “All persons are equal before the law and are entitled to the equal protection of the law” and Article 12(2) states that “no citizen shall be discriminated against on the grounds of race, religion, language, caste, sex, political opinion, place of birth or any such grounds”. Therefore, it can be seen that the state has recognized the right to religion, culture and advancement of it.  

The Penal code of Sri Lanka, The Criminal Procedure code, The Police Ordinance of Sri Lanka and the ICCPR Act No: 56 of 2007 and the Prevention of Terrorism Act, No. 48 of 1979 also provides provisions to safeguard the right to religion. The Section 3(1) of the ICCPR Act, No. 56 of 2007 which states that ‘No person shall propagate war or advocate national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence.’ Is widely used by the authorities in prosecution. 

There had been issues with regard of the implementation of law at the right time, as in many cases the law enforcement agencies were reactive. 

Conclusion
It is evident that there are many issues lying underneath the post war religious violence in the country. The reasons may vary as a minor incident occurred between two individuals belonging to different faiths can irrupt a violence between the communities. The long-lasting issues emerging from the war and the youth’s unawareness on the issues and the danger of the armed conflict is another matter of concern. The incidents of massacre of all communities during the war and before the war has the fear in the communities and the division caused during the war among the communities also a fact for consideration. The ethnical division based on the religion in the Eastern Province during the war and the mistrust that exist among the communities are a matter that has caused misunderstanding and disbelief.  The Governments failure in addressing the land issues in the eastern province has created misunderstanding and hatred between the communities.  It is difficult to state that the displacement due to the war is one major reason for the violence occurred after the war. However, it can be seen that there are possible reasons for such violence as described which can be triggered suddenly in the future. 
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