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Abstract

Anyone interested in the conditions for future relations — global, national, intrastate — will sooner or
later encounter the phenomenon of emerging megacities. While not a new phenomenon, they are
individually and taken together, establishing new realities for states, international organizations and
global relations.

A similar feature, emerging in recent decades, are the effects of globalization on various levels.
While quite popular a few decades ago, the concept is today criticised but it still has a point to make
in describing global relations with a lasting impact.

In this lecture, we will analyse through fundamental sociological concepts how the three units — the
nation-state, globalization and the megacity — relate to each other. While there is a classical criticism
of globalization from nation-states, megacities — as actors within the same states — have different
possibilities to relate to the consequences of globalization; a phenomenon they are both originators
of, and potential victims of.

The lecture will raise and propose theoretical approaches to describe the relationship between the
three main units under analysis, as an invitation to a conversation about how to theorize over
megacities - in relation to their host state, as well as to their international capacity and impact.
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