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“|Plopular resistance exerts itself against a power external and op-
posed to ‘the people’— that is to say— keep it in italics. This is in the
original text of Laclau. The same was also quoted in my paper. Why
did you make such changes? the tesolution of ‘the people’/power
bloc contradiction can only consist in the suppression of the State
as an antagonistic force with respect to the people. Therefore, the
only social sector which can aspire to the full development of ‘the
people’/power bloc contradiction, that is to say, 7o the highest and most
radical form of populism, is that whose class interests lead it to the
suppression of the State as an antagonistic force. I socialism— there-
Jore— coincide the highest forn of populism’ and the resolution of the ultimate
and most radical of class conflicts. The dialectic between ‘the people’
and classes finds here the final moment of its unity; there is no
socialism without populism, and the highest forms of populism can
only be socialist. This is the profound intuition present from Mao to
Togliatti in all those trends within Marxism which, from very diverse
political positions and cultural traditions, have tried to go beyond

class reductionism.”?!
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“The dialectic between the people and classes leads...to different
forms of articulation. The feature common to them all is that popu-
list radicalisation of democratic interpellations must be linked to a
connotative domain of such a kind as to contain the antagonism
implicit in popular-democratic interpellations within the limits nec-
essary for the confrontation of the new dominant class with the
traditional power bloc. We already know how this neutralisation was
achieved in the case of fascism; popular interpellations were linked
to contents such as racism and corporativism which obstructed
their radicalisation in a socialist direction. We also know that the
maintenance of these limits necessitates a high degree of ideological

homogenisation which was made possible only by repression. Hence

ce



the ‘totalitarian’ character of fascism. In the case of Bonapartist
regimes—such as Peronism—the method of neutralisation was
different: it consisted essentially in allowing the persistence of vari-
ous ‘elites’ which based their support of the regime upon antagonis-
tic articulating projects, and in confirming state power as a mediat-

ing force between them.”??
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“[A] demand which initially is perhaps only a request. If the demand is
satisfied, that is the end of the matter; but if it is not. People can start
to perceive...equally unsatisfied demands... If the situation remains un-
changed for some time, there is an accumulation of unfulfilled demands
and an increasing inability of the institutional system to absorb them in
a differential way (each in isolation from others), and an equivalential rela-
tion is established between them. The result could easily be, if it is not
circumvented by external factors, a widening chasm separating the institu-
tional system from the people. So we have here the formation of an internal
frontier, a dichotomization of the local political spectrum through the
emergence of an equivalential chain of unsatisfied demands. The requests
are turning into caims. We will call a demand which, satisfied or not, re-
mains isolated a democratic demand. A plurality of demands which, through
their equivalential articulation, constitute a broader social subjectivity we
will call popular demands—they start, at a very incipient level, to constitute the
‘people’ as a potential historical actor. Here we have, in embryo, a populist

configuration.”*
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m“f (2T | T IS AT Z0o2 T Sl F610% “democratic demands

were inherently bourgeoisie— and essentially linked to the establishment
of ‘liberal and democratic’ regimes. Different from the bourgeoisie and
democratic demands were the socialist ones, which involved transcending
capitalist society and corresponded to a more advanced stage of historical
development...So the main distinction was between socialist and demo-
cratic demands; the inscription of the latter within bourgeoisie hegemony

and the establishment of a liberal state were taken for granted.”*
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the system by an underdog of sorts—that there is an equalitarian dimen-

sion implicit in them; (2) that their very emergence presupposes some kind
of exclusion or deprivation’ to what Laclau calls ‘deficient being’ I** ©I2

SFENG ™13 I ICET02 “a fulfilled demand ceases to be a demand. Tt is
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only the lack of fulfilment—which can oscillate between downright rejec-
tion and just ‘being in the balance’ — that gives a demand materiality and
discursive presence” — which makes the qualification of any demand being

. b
‘democratic’ I¥
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ticularity...a particularity of demands — whose only links to other particu-
larities are of a differential nature...or through a partial surrender of partic-

ulatity, stressing what all particularities have, equivalentially, in common’ [*°
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of a tension between mutually related dimensions...an equivalential chain
can weaken the particularism of their links — but cannot do away with it
altogether. It is because a particular demand is unfulfilled that with other

unfulfilled demands a solidarity is established — so that without the active
presence of the particularism of the link — there would be no equivalential
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[TThe power lines will run underground instead of crisscrossing through

the sky. The government has also agreed to increase the amount of com-
pensation which will be awarded to people who will lose their land due to
the project. The government has agreed to shell out an extra Rs 12 crore
for compensating the villagers’ beside the already paid amount of Rs 1
crore by PGCIL as compensation to the villagers."! @ QM AT e
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“The junior doctors of the Nil Ratan Sircar Medical College in
Kolkata went on a strike on 11th June 201/— a day after allegedly
assaulted by the relatives of a deceased patient following allegations
of medical negligence. One of the doctors received serious skull
injuries. The agitation spread from NRS to all medical colleges of
the State. It snowballed into a major pan India movement with the
medical fraternity — like Indian Medical Association SIMAV and
doctors at AIIMS — supporting the agitation. The IMA’s one-day
strike call...brought OPD services to a halt in all government and
private hospitals in the country. Resident doctors at AIIMS had also
threatened to go an indefinite cease work if demands of agitating
doctors of Bengal were not met. The stir spiralled into a full blown
crisis when Banerjee threatened stringent action against agitating
doctors if they failed to resume work by 2 pm on June 13. She main-
tained that outsiders were involved in the movement and pointed
out that the Essential Services Maintenance Act ESMA could be
imposed. It was then senior doctors across state run hospitals joined
in and started submitting resignations en masse. Over 500 senior
doctors had resigned...Civil society lent its support too...The
West Bengal government had been criticised by the Centre and the
Union Home Ministry issuing an advisory. The Governor — K N

O

Tripathi too urged Banerjee to find a solution.”

O3 FAMATES A9 fofere 4a€isa e 9oital hivwmma nilkg
e fqaae famaet ¢

“Subsequently — the State Government softened down. The
agitating doctors were assured that there would be no police
action. Hectic parleys were carried out between agitators and the State
government representatives. Agitators finally agreed to meet
Banerjee at a venue of her choice but maintained that meetings
will be held in the presence of media. After initial reluctance — the
State government agreed to the conditions — finally signalling that
a resolution was round the corner. As many as 31 junior doctors
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(28 representing the 14-odd medical college and hospitals of the
State and three other representatives) met the Chief Minister at
the State secretariat for a neatly two hour long on camera meeting;
Banerjee —unconditionally — accepted all demands. She assured them
of stepslike gettingpolice protectionathospitals —agtievanceredressal
system — having helplines — and also restricting entry of persons
in government hospitals especially with patients...Meanwhile —
celebration began at NRS — epicentre of the protests with students
shouting victory slogans. “We are calling off the cease work and
will resume work soon. We are thankful to the medical fraternity
and the common people for extending their support to us - a
statement by the agitating doctors — issued late in the evening — said.
“The CM is in agreement that doctors cannot be assaulted at any
cost — a spokesperson of the doctors added...Apart from the issue
of safety— doctors pointed out to the political pressure on junior
doctors to give priority treatment — clearing confusion over scope
of State welfare schemes relating to treatment and other grievances

relating to doctor intimidation and police inaction in this regard.”**
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“ITThe frustration of a series of social demands makes possible
the movement from isolated democratic demands to equivalen-
tial popular ones. One first dimension of the break is that— at its
root— there is the experience of a lack — a gap which has emerged
in the harmonious continuity of the social. There is a fullness of
the community which is missing. This is decisive as the construc-
tion of the ‘people’ will be the attempt to give a name to that absent
fullness. Without this initial breakdown of something in the social
order — however minimal that something could initially be — there
is no possibility of antagonism—frontier— or—ultimately—people’.
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This initial experience is not only — however — an experience of
lack. Lack— as we have seen — is linked to a demand which is not
met. But this involves bringing into the picture the power which has
not met the demand. A demand is always addressed to somebody.
So from the very beginning we are confronted with a dichotomic
division between unfulfilled social demands — on the one hand — and
an unresponsive power — on the other. Here we begin to see why
the plebs sees itself as the populus — the part as the whole since the
fullness of the community is merely the imaginary reverse of a
situation lived as deficient being — those who are responsible for
this cannot be a legitimate part of the community — the chasm
between them is irretrievable...the movement from democratic
to popular demands presupposes a plurality of subject positions
demands — isolated at the beginning — emerge at different points
of the social fabric — and the transition to a popular subjectivity

consists in establishing an equivalential bond between them.”*?
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“A society which postulates the welfare state as its ultimate horizon is one
in which only the differential logic would be accepted as a legitimate way
of constructing the social. In this society — conceived as a continuously
expanding system — any social need should be met differentially — and
there would be no basis for creating an internal frontier. Since it would be
unable to differentiate itself from anything else — that society could not
totalize itself — could not create a ‘people’. What actually happens is that
the obstacles identified during the establishment of that society — private
entrepreneurial greed — entrenched interests — and so on — force their very
proponents to identify enemies and to reintroduce a discourse of social
division grounded in equivalential logics. In that way — collective subjects
constituted around the defence of the welfare state can emerge. The same
can be said about neoliberalism it also presents itself as a panacea for a
fissureless society — with the difference that in this case — the trick is per-

formed by the market — not by the state. The result is the same.”*
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adopt purely institutional forms — but it is enough that it is constructed as a

public appeal to the underdog outside the normal political channels for it to

acquire a populist connotation’ irrespective of any institution or ideology™’
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TR FRAICTR FISICIT 2P BT el 19T v (T I SITHR STl 27 | 3
I (FTCER I ST A IR0 St ot o2 Fwacea = wromiat
1 SR (DI el Siepizest 7 (e o1 enfions fcss i e
(Kumar 2019) | 5 (& 79 @3 SISO TolD) & WieTO T S04 41ef<s, G,
A1y, Caifd, A5, Arered, 2T e Svige 23| @wfte @3l (@i (2iE s
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(A8 ST 28T FIRC AZCSE IVK A ST W] ASIH AT
A A face S| @ wele e ZME (Narayan 2019) 97 AN
SIf e g=R SAcHioT T Tofsa N oiel 9% SRS ‘e’
AT W0y 07 =7 @ 231 @ ooy fmacels <2 fierg e, Zia @
ST I AR TG T, O oaIbfae et ifos Snaioltaa Aes o
@ @ AR AN 20O 9 I | O3, TW0r Fg GIFce A, sifon
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(FHRCOE (AT A |

R (& o1 =it Sitna AWife Tfefed BT 9hite Gaifes (FHe et
AR | STRATTT 09, [ (S 91 7 FaRe (TGOS (FUF AT
AIfere zrete for fon et weay s, 5, cataa i v |
5! R ORI G N0 FHE  LACS SO 2, Ace AN fawael €
foTe GEG =l 200 2N | (Wankhade 2018) (77 &) (TR (ACR (18 7K
GISTaND @ wfeToma GRS Sz i et fcss e siist e
JIte w7l feel | wferotwa Scay Sl 4G, Aeres, #Aif1 ¢ cafiom ava
AR oS T (FIFIA FACS, S CFRI N0 TS (TS S
el Ateraifen elfS9t Fa0e 2T FH T, FRY € @R | (ibid)

T A TR, 91 72 WIF AF Sege A Rfew P Wy @y @
AR TS foesl (@ AMeT| 200 AER b G CEIAHT
oI Al e Bz ok seve [fen Sremit M S
FRFOR AR el (et a7 Fare @3 AT
ST oo S0 | T Kool Fitea w1 9t 2ere efifr swve &Kfon
(MBI AT PR (@ SAIfST 20a WeFwced ARt (Al waiq, ©f
FRR S (90 A1 1R (e o1 @ 901 561 Bifertar T | 9 Ot Seamhield Fifets
Teitel Rew waia &y & (& 4 Siietz (aflsie S =1 | Sine 96y fee, g
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2017)

SISIA (TS Fel 17, [ (5 7 @3 qeceicet fen 2o kb «ite
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@ ColaIe T SITSTAICe fRVUE SPICS SIIRE AT | SIF (GTafRs (03
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7 2B IS FRMIRT @RIF & (4] R FOIE LS
T T 2R 2 @ A AR, s o sifiras =i e 47 =1,
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@A i ofa wmls fc [iEE W SR 1 (ibid) | Syl
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(5B FCACE 52, g o 1t 2o | Ot Feiived R{ifen Sieeeis seaa sy
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LA FIE A B3, (Laclau— 2007, p.154) G Gofve 1 Al 110
ARISC foel 1, O ETIT W0 SRR e 61 | e 12 [awslia
AT oS T ST MGG (1 21T G5! Gaaiel’ (ol S, “
g (91151 3TE (ACF S (2B | S, G2 03 B HAR (62, 7Jef
TCEA (el (FST BB, (Laclau 2005, 81) | WHEFIIF SR
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ARTACE S{AIo|fa weeT Fa0e BT | T8 S @2 10 IR S0,
TR 2971 SICAPIKTHZ SalCela P02 S2E 20 (AR 1|

ToA 8

3 2T (RITI (b3 1 TR0, GFMCS N3 A NGORG] 3R eI
VR € SSITORIT, U2 Y2 LRI GRiERISIAIM] AIGiITog SmalelF FI0Z
BI0® GIe#{00e A0 O P GUall, (12 A0t Aeer ffow tidf a1
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GrIe] TR [CAIK! SRR oo (T2 T e | (@ i Smfs
T GFRTGTTR FTF9IS FRIR IO R fererons elfsfaig =i el #(ifbzet
I, SIRE G FAOATE [REFa e T4 2 | OF AN yaifos
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SR Ferie AR o7l A1 Sy eeER w61 27 | 92 Wl Aceeew
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Notes

1.
2.

https:/ /aamaadmiparty.org/about/out-history/

el WA ©ef (WY AAP our History on https://
aamaadmiparty.otrg/about/out-history/, last accessed 25
September 2019

See the cpnstitution of the Aam Aadmi Party, https://
aamaadmiparty.org/about/constitution/last  accessed 25
September 2019

https://aamaadmiparty.org/wp-content/upload/2017/10/
AAP-Manifesto-2015 70-pt-Action-Plan:compressed.pdf last
accessed 25 September 2019

See Madhu Bharati. “How Kejriwal’s Aap has no woman
leaders in the top rung”, https://www.firstpost.com/politics/
how-kejriwal-aap-has-has no-woman-leaders-in-the-top-
rung-1657507.html last accessed 25 September 2019

https://www.epw.in/journal /2017 /17 /web-exclusives-/
aap-has-decimated-historic-mandate-alternative-politics.
html?0=ip login no cache%3D09b005b98c850652¢e55a86d
d50b991c last accessed 25 September 2019

See AAP government announces free water cheap electricity
for Delhi residents, https://www.downtoearth.orgin/news/
aap-governmentannounces-free-water-cheap-electricity-for-
delhi-residents-48745 last accessed 25 September 2019

See The Hindu, “AAP government water scheme: NGT directs
DJB to prevent misuse of resource” https://www.thehindu.
com/news/cities/Delhi/aap-govt-water-scheme-ngt-directs-
djb-to-prevent-misuse-of-resource/article29395908.ece  last
accessed 25 September 2019

See Business Standard, Power, Water: The cost of
AAP’s promise, https://www.business-standard.com/
article/economy-policy/power-water-the-cost-of-aap-s-
promises-115022600048 1.html last accessed 25 September
2019

10. See The Hindu, “No Major increase in cost to exchequer
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11.

12.

13.

14.

expected:  https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/
no-majot-increase-in-cost-to-exchequer-expected-kejriwal /

article28789070 last accessed 25 September 2019

See The Wire, “As AAP turns government schools around
questionaboutlearninglinger”, https://thewire.in/education/
as-aap-turns-government-schools-around-questions-about-
learning-linger last accessed 25 September 2019

See Business Standard, “huge transformation in school
education in Delhi in two years of AAP”, https://
www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/huge-
transformation-in-school-education-in-delhi-two-years-of-

aap-117021200305

AAP increased allocation in this sector from 9.9% in 2012-
2013 to 12.7% in 2017-2018. See https://www.epwin/
journal/2018/49/commentary/aaps-health-policy-reforms-
delhi.html last accessed 25 September

See Indian Express, “Delhi AAP government health facility
reforms hospitals”, https://indianexpress.com/articles/delhi-
aap-government-health-facility-reforms-hospitals-5957197 /
last accessed 25 September 2019
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