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Hindutva and Populism  

 

(Abstract) 

Badri Narayan 

 

Populism creates hope and desire through connect, trust and memory base of the society. 

While the Indian National Congress claims to have a language that dates back to the late 

19th century, Sangh Parivar traces the origins of its language that are as old as 5000 years. 

While economic populism has to do with the politics of gift, this public lecture focuses on 

the practices of cultural populism that are deeply ingrained in the katha tradition through 

a series of ethnographies conducted in the Bundelkhand region of Uttar Pradesh. 

Hindutva involves appropriation of the icons of the marginalized communities. Their 

politics entails a displacement of both Naxalite and Dalit politics. The appropriation of the 

icons and cultural practices also means that resistance is drying up day by day. Ambedkar 

– unlike Kanshiram – cannot be called a populist leader.        


