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In the recent times, “right to life” has been the basic driving factor behind forced migration and displacement. This is true especially for women. In the context of women and forced migration, the state within its “patriarchal” mandate has not only treated women with the rubric of “ family” and “ kin” ties but its has also used various repressive mechanisms so that women are forced to give in. While in the recent times there has been considerable increase in the migration of women eg., domestic help from various states in South India to Middle Eastern Countries, women from rural Kerala have migrated to Haryana through marital ties. Women in the past and present have constantly developed copying strategies and copying mechanisms in South Asia because women are socialized to think they will be forced to migrate out of their “homes” after marriage. This socialization as has reported by many has been responsible for women creating avenues for themselves. Women’s bodies in situations of conflict and hostility have become prey to the traffickers and her family members and the violence she suffered has been given the expression of “trafficking”, “rape” and “domestic violence”.  The three-day workshop organized by CRG and Asmita Resource Centre for Women, Hyderabad on “Gender and Forced Migration” specifically focused on how issues of climate change, development and conflict run parallel to displace and forcibly migrate women from their resources and livelihood. 

Forced Displacement and Structural Violence 

The three-day proceedings began with the introductory remarks by Prof. Kalpana Kannabiran, NALSAR, Hyderabad.  In her introductory remarks she spoke of her association with CRG and welcomed the broadening of the individual collaboration to an institutional level i.e., with Asmita, Hyderabad. Following this, she reflected on various issues that have been plaguing Andhra Pradesh and other States in South India which has resulted in forced migration and displacement. Farmers’ suicide and hunger deaths in various belts of Andhra Pradesh have forced people to move for better locales for better life and livelihood. The coastal region of Andhra Pradesh has been affected due to various development activities. Due to shrimp cultivation there has been considerable decline in horticulture.

She also pointed out that the situation in Andhra Pradesh cannot be understood without understanding the caste-ridden politics that has entrenched and that created violent fissures in the Andhra Pradesh and continues to do so. There have been many a massacres and various forms of atrocities against the dalits. After 16 years, Special Judge Anis of the SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Court sentenced to life 21 upper caste persons and gave one-year jail terms to 35 others in the sensational Tsunduru Dalits massacre case. The families of these 8 Dalits who were massacred on August 1991 had to wait for 16 years for justice. The form of repression that has taken place in Andhra Pradesh between castes and between state and people is a major issue of concern. State has tried to treat all forfeitures in the first instance as homicide. Forfeiture of life is met out with specific forms of impunity. Armed conflict has very specific consequences and impact on the women in this area. There has been an increase in mass rape of women in agency areas, disappearance of urban youth in Hyderabad post bomb blasts. In such situations people with disability get the last recourse to safety and livelihood. 

Why is Forced Migration a Women’s question? 

Speaker – Paula Banerjee, Senior Researcher, CRG and University of Calcutta

Chair: Pavan Kumar, CEO, Swadhikar – Centre for Disability Information Research and Resource Development, Hyderabad

Following this, Dr. Paula Banerjee, Senior Researcher Senior Researcher, CRG and Head of Department, Department of South and South East Asian Studies, University of Calcutta in her address on “Why is Forced Migration a Women’s question”? reflected on the nexus between the state and global capital to induce forced migration in the recent times in West Bengal. On 14 March 2007, something unprecedented happened in history of West Bengal. The platform on which the Government of West Bengal came to power   (land redistribution, food for all and minority rights) fell flat when fourteen people were killed in a police firing in Nandigram in Midnapore District of West Bengal. People in Nandigram were protesting against the proposed land acquisition for a chemical hub. This incident shows that the state has tied with market forces to give a new meaning to the global capital. Drawing from this incident, one can outline two reasons responsible for forced migration; firstly conflict induced displacement and development-induced displacement. In both these cases “state” plays an instrumental role. 

State, as we all know have traditionally patronized women at its best and criminalized them also. In North East India and elsewhere we have seen that women have contracted sexually transmitted diseases owing to their vulnerable position. In this context, the issue of vulnerability should not go unnoticed. One’s a migrant, person continues to eb a migrant and this happens in many forms and layers. In the case of women, women’s bodies are played out throughout the process of displacement in the form of rape, sexual abuse and domestic violence. 

As far law is concerned, it has turned a blind eye to the process of displacement. The myths of national security has been evoked to marginalize the minority be it the dalits or women. In the border areas, there is constant marginalisation of women. 

It is essential to recognize the needs of women in any community. All communities have “mother’s front” and they have played an important role in peace making process in times of conflict. Traditionally women are at the last stake of peace making and have been traditionally left out of power sharing. She concluded with the note that women are agents of peace making process in situations of forced migration. 

Women and State Violence

Speaker: M. Ratnamala, Former President AP Civil Liberties Committee, Hyderabad
Chair: Jameela Nishat, General Secretary, Shaheen Women’s Resource and Welfare Association, Hyderabad

M.Ratnamala began her lecture drawing from her personal experiences in the field of Civil Liberties movement in Andhra Pradesh. She made a clear distinction between Migration and Displacement. Both the concepts are unique in their own nature and both have devastating consequences. If we go back to the history there were very few examples of displacement and forced migration. This was one of the major reasons why there was no retaliation. As the years have progressed India has witnessed several instances of both the cases due to which now people are protesting and even retaliating. 

With special reference to Andhra Pradesh, the Government of Andhra Pradesh has been using arbitrary measures to acquire the land for several projects. On one side, people are becoming aware of their places and the upcoming projects in their places through media, on the other hand Government knowing all these factors has been using brokers to buy plots continuously and make sure that the displacement happens in a smooth way without any hurdle. In every displacement women are the worst hit. In every displacement there is a wide range of discussion on compensation rather than livelihood. Compensation is part of livelihood and it can not be studied in isolation. Rehabilitation is also an important factor in the process of displacement. The concept of livelihood is highlighted for the fact that people are not rocks to get displaced and it is not affected in any way, but, women are like roots of a tree, they can not be just removed and placed somewhere. Women are inclined to community living and due to displacement the very concept of community living and the attachment to the place they belonged to is dismantled. 

In Andhra Pradesh, after several projects and displacements also the socio-economic inequalities are existing even today. It is indeed best thing for us to trace back to the history of development and displacement in Andhra Pradesh. After the prolonged suffering under the colonial rule, India wanted to have development and Nehru was instrumental in that. Nehru promised people of building big dams and several other projects and even named them as modern temples. One of the modern temples was that of Nagarjuna Sagar in Andhra Pradesh. The displacement near Nagarjuna Sagar was not forceful and people were thrilled by the fact that they will be making sacrifice for the Nation and for the greater good. But, the compensation and rehabilitation has not made any impact on the lives of all those people. It would be striking to know that women even sell their female children in this region today to survive. The suffering has not stopped even a single day since then. The whole family goes to work and earns for living. The striking difference between the husband and the wife in the family is that the man, when he gets the payment for the work he thinks to utilize it to buy liquor or in any other type of enjoyment. Where as the women, they think of how best they can take care of the family. Today in the name of Special Economic Zone (SEZ) the State is using violence and displacing the people forcefully. Polavaram and Srisailam irrigation projects have been a peculiar example for development and displacement. The State Government is not interested in the backward regions of Andhra Pradesh; instead, it wants all the fertile and rich land. Even today the displaced people of Srisailam project have not got compensation. The compensation is shown only on the papers but they have not reached the people. 

It is interesting and courageous factor that in all these projects, women have been in the forefront to lead the agitations. The media has played a vital role in helping the agitations. But, still there are few areas of concern with regard to agitations. There are several examples of women trafficking taking place in the Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh. The women between 16to25 are targeted. Within the span of two years there have been more than 46 women trafficked. Due to displacement and poor resettlements, people have been coming to cities like Hyderabad. Throughout the day they wait for work and some time they won’t even get work for days together. During the waiting period and in the work place women get abused physically and sexually. The speaker herself was a witness of the Polavaram project and she visited more than thirty five villages getting affected by the project. 

There are two interesting reasons which are given by the State Government in this regard. Firstly, the Government wants to civilize people by getting them to the mainstream through development. Secondly, development is inevitable, so it is an opportunity to develop the people through projects. Both arguments are ridiculous as both do not seem to be reflecting the intricacies and the hidden agenda of the projects. If the Government wants to improve the lives of the people, first it has to improve the whole region and not just the communities. There are several problems and consequences of displacement to the tribal people. 

a)
The Common Property Resources (CPR) is in trouble.

b)
Self sustainable villages in the region are in trouble. 

c)
The knowledge of different types acquired naturally by the people go waste as they can not 
use it any more.

d)
The psychological attachment to the place is threatened.

The fundamental problem is that the Governments are not able to understand the need of the people. Women in particular need more of a stabilized life. The patriarchal society like India is always a threatening factor for the women and they have been abused constantly. With regard to the traditional work and special skills of the tribal people few examples can be taken. The banks of the rivers Krishna and Godavari produce the best and tasty rice in Andhra Pradesh. But all the seasons the rice grown in the region would not taste the same. The tribal people have been the great scientists and they know when to grow paddy. Now the question is that what will happen to this great knowledge of these people? Their experience and understanding with nature is of greater utility and the Government is not able to understand it. More than 2,000 villages and 25, 000 families are getting affected to the Polavaram project. 

The urge to exploit the natural resources, with specific reference to mineral resources has reached its magnitude. Due to vested political interests the government has been exploiting the nature as well as the people. In this regard the women of the Srikakulam district of Andhra Pradesh proved that no power is greater than ‘Human Power’. When the Government wants to stop any movement against development projects it gives the reason of Maoists and Naxalites. In the name of combing operations encounter the people and stop the movements. For the first time a public hearing was done with regard to the bauxite company of the Jindal company. The people’s verdict was against the company starting project. Almost 99% of the people gave the verdict against the company. But still the Government is going ahead with the project. In a place village called Vakapalli eleven women were raped by the special task force. They had entered the village in the name of combing operations. To the surprise of all the Director General of Police denied the fact and said that the police had not gone to the village at all. It is also a fact to be admitted that the judiciary is always in the favour of the Governments. Some times it sounds to us that there might be some progressive judgments, but even those also will be in some interest of the Government. The trial was there in the Andhra Pradesh Human Rights Commission (APHRC), surprisingly even the APHRC has not delivered justice to the people. It is a fact to be pronounced that the people of Vakapalli got Social Justice through appreciation by the people and support but not justice from the law court. 

These are few examples to highlight the plight of the women and the sufferings they are going through in the State of Andhra Pradesh. There are several incidents to narrate and they grow innumerable in number. In concluding remarks the speaker expressed agony for the fact that the self-respect of the women being Dalits, oppressed and all the weaker sections are in trouble and it has to be addressed.

Gender and Refugee Law

Moderator: Kalpana Kannabiran, Professor, NALSAR and Asmita Resource Centre for Women, Hyderabad

The discussion began with the various categories of people who have been subject to forced migration.  Refugees are the only people who cross international borders.  Further, not all those who cross borders are refugees.  They have to prove political persecution as per the UN Convention on the protection of Refugees 1961 and Additional Protocol, 1967 to claim refugee status.  Internally displaced persons, on the other hand, do not cross the internationally recognized borders of their country. In this context, the case of Bangladeshi nationals migrating to India is an exception because Bangladeshi nationals crossing over to West Bengal are not recognized as refugees but are considered migrants.  In such critical cases, the national laws come into play.  In case of Bangladeshis, it is the policy of the WB Govt. that regulates their stay in the state. 

One of the distinguishing factors between IDPs and refugees is the lack of protection of the former while some amount of humanitarian protection and international law vis-à-vis the latter. For instance, a large number of people from Orissa have been forced to relocate to areas in and around Hyderabad.  This has been raised with the District Collectors (DC) in the Orissa and Andhra Pradesh but both talk about their inability to stop migration from Orissa and the mobility to secure and protect the rights of the migrants in AP (as they are not “citizens’ of AP).  This is made out to be a policy issue that cannot be decided at the DC level.

Considering that practically, neither the refugees nor the internally displaced persons are unable to ensure that their rights are protected (and thus mirroring each other’s experience), one of the participants wondered if we can think of norms that protects rights of such categories of persons?

Drawing the status of Bangladeshi migrants in West Bengal, it was felt that the state needs to recognize the category to ensure security of people. This is also relevant in the case of Mizoram.  While a large number of Chins continue to arrive and live in Mizoram, the State Govt. has been hostile and the Young Mizo Association has refused to ensure protection of Chins as they are considered “foreigners”. All “foreigners” are subject to harassment, arrests and threats of deportation.

In the case of internal displacement, a lot of displacement is forced. So even while all citizens have the freedom to move across the country according to Article. 19 of the Constitution, this freedom also includes the freedom not to move.  This is also one common factor that ties up the issue of refugees with internally displaced persons.

The group agreed cases related to internal displacement and refugee situations should be taken up at an internationally judicial forum such as International Criminal Courts. In this connection, e.g. of Gujarat (large-scale massacre of Muslims) and Vaka Palli (AP) tribals) were noted and therefore making it possible to make a complaint to ICC (going by the definition of genocide).  It is because of this that one cannot suggest that taking the issue to an international agency is an assault on sovereignty.  Kalpana Kannabiran argued that one cannot make sovereignty redundant as once this is done, you allow multinational companies to take over.

A question was posed that multinational companies are able to invest as with active role of the state but not so in case of movements of people.  It is therefore not a contradiction?

To this Kalpana stated that it is on the conception of sovereignty that the lotion of self -determination rest.  Thus one runs the risk of disposing off self-determination when one rejects the conception of sovereignty.

However, the conception of sovereignty still forms a hurdle as far as protection of both internally displaced persons and refugees are concerned at the national and international level.

During the discussion following the group discussion (with the entire group), Nu Nu Ping and Mang Khek, two participants from Burma spoke about their experiences of life in Bura, the need to flee Chin State and their life in New Delhi as refugees.  They both noted that security is an issue in New Delhi as they have experienced harassment and sexual assault in Delhi.  They also sought assistance from the other participants for framing on women’s empowerment and thanked all for the opportunity to participate.

At the time of reporting, Sahana added that despite protection for refugees at a normative level, practically refugees and asylum seekers fund it difficult to ensure minimum protection. There are limits to what UNHCR is able to do and Implementing Partners such as YMCA, Don Bosco and Socio-Legal Information Centre (HRELN) are inefficient.  It is the police and local Indians are generally biased against Burmese refugees, it compounding their problem.  Thus, they are in a vulnerable situation if they seek legal action and even if they decide not to.

Issues of women’s protection are hardly talked about, much less systematically addressed.  Thus questions of trauma, mental health, sexual assault and harassment need to be addressed better.
Women in Camps

Moderator: Paula Banerjee, Senior Researcher, CRG and Head of the Department, Department of South and South East Asian Studies, University of Calcutta)
The discussion began with personal experiences in the camps in different parts of India as well as other South Asian countries. The breach of privacy of women in the camps is a subject of concern. Camps for Tsunami victims’ families’ ere separated by a saree. Refugees in India are not allowed to work, so the camp inmates have to depend on the rations they receive. Even in cases where camp inmates are allowed to work, they are watched suspiciously. Living under constant suspicion has serious implications on women’s dignity. The loss of space and no place to call as their own leads to trauma as the community contacts are uprooted. Constant feeling of not belonging also has impact on situations of protractedness where there is no consultation and people in the camps have no control over the situation. The camps are the places of disempowerment rather than empowering the women. Another striking feature of camps is that of gender neutrality. 

Gender neutrality is equal to gender insensitivity. The physical and sexual abuse of the teenage girls and women in the camps is a common phenomenon. On one hand, the women in camps suffer from different kinds of psychological trauma and on the other hand,they are vulnerable to all types of abuses. One of the major problem of the women in camps is that of the problem of women carrying out their daily ablutions. Due to absence of privacy women are under the “gaze” and this is specially true of urban areas, specially in enclosed spaces on city pavements. Women are susceptible to violence within camps, outside the camps. Women construction workers are particularly susceptible to abuse from their employers, the pavement dwellers and the constant gaze.  The teenage girls in such situations are the most vulnerable.

The sex- workers in Maharastra and their conditions have been the subject of much debate after the recent ban on bar dancers. The girls at the age of ten or twelve are forced to sell their bodies for a meager amount of ten to fifteen rupees. This shows how women’s bodies are commodified. State prisons are other sites of oppression. The police officials control the prisons and often lure the prisonsers with the promise of granting a bail. The group also discussed the vulnerability of the women in Indo- Bangladesh border and gender insensitivity of the security personnel. 

Apart from sexual abuse, the group also discussed the low standard of nutrition in the camps. Following this, the situation in Chattisgarh was extensively discussed.  It was noted that when even when women travel in groups they are haunted with a statement like “why are you traveling alone”? This opens up the debate on hegemonic patriarchal tendencies in every society. The reforms like Right to Information Act are not making any difference with regard to gender. In the camps, the sexual and reproductive health of the women has gone unnoticed. 

The discussion ended with the experience of forced migration in Mahboobnagar district of Andhra Pradesh. Mahboobnagar is known to be producing the best construction workers in India. Due to utter poverty, people have migrate to the gulf and neigbouring states of Maharashtra and Hyderabad. Both male and female construction workers migrate in search of work and livelihhod. On their return, the male members of the family in the name of social dignity often refuse to accept the sexually abused female construction workers. Both the male and female construction workers are subject to constant harassment by the police personnel owing to their absence in village for a long time. The socio-psychological trauma faced by displaced women in such cases are more crucial because there is no “home” to return to. 
Internal Displacement Situation in South India

Moderator: Pavan Kumar, CEO, Swadhikar – Centre for Disability Information Research and Resource Development, Hyderabad

The group focused on the internal displacement situation due to development, natural calamities, conflict, poverty and drought.  There exist two understanding of forced migration. First and foremost, temporary migration where people migrate voluntarily or involuntarily primarily for livelihood reasons. Secondly, permanent migration owing to the development projects.  The group focused on two areas, problems and effects of internal displacement. 

The problems that are associated with migration in Andhra Pradesh are social security; wages; education of children; loveliness, threat from police; local anti- socials. 

People who are left behind at home suffer from socio-pschological trauma. The yound and old take recourse to begging because they cannot manage to take up employment. Even here the teenage girls are vulnerable to sexual abuse and rape specially when their parents migrate for work. Two disabled tribal girls were raped when the excise officials raided their house and found illegal liquor after their parents had migrated for construction work in Almatee Dam. The parents returned and forced the girls to move out. One of the girls contracted AIDS and people have stopped buying from her shop, which was the only source of income. 

Andhra Pradesh and Maharastra reported highest number of farmers’ suicides. Increasingly people failing to cope with the socio-psychological trauma of displacement and eviction have resorted to killing themselves. One of the main resaons is that the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act has not been properly propagated. The nexus between the politicians, village authority and revenue officials have failed to prevent migration from rural areas.  .

The group also agreed than there is a thin line between man-made disasters and natural disasters. Typologically the project – affected persons due to development projects like airport expansion and dam construction does have ecological impact and often goes unaccounted in the study of displacement. 

The discussion ended on the note that if migration is understood as migration only then individuals and communities will be held responsible whereas the broader meaning of “displacement” expands the possibility of identifying the responsible and what forces people to move. 

Media and Displacement 

Moderators: Aditi Bahduri and Anju Munshi 

The discussion on 'Media and Displacement' revolved mainly around the ways media addresses the reports on displacement. The media was accused of being insensitive towards cases of displacement. Media often failed to follow-up a displacement report or even trace the whole crisis to its genesis. Media is more keen on sensationalising a report, specially if that involved resistance movements led by women or women activists. False sensationalising of the reports only lead to the main issues loosing their importance. The media can hardly be seen to take up an active role in relief processes, rehabilitation programmes of the displaced lot. The most important drawback of the media is its taking sides with the ruling governments of the state that it is working in. The media, instead of acting as a neutral reporting body, becomes a weapon for the ruling government to defend their cause. It often becomes difficult for the media, specially the local ones, to act as neutral bodies, given that every one of them has their own financers to satisfy. The national media houses were also accused of not reporting local issues that are of immense importance as issues of violation of human rights, injustice or forced displacements. As a result, the local news fails to make space among national readership. 

The representatives from the media and the media researchers also had their own views. They were of the opinion that given the schedule of the reporters, it often becomes impossible for the reporters to do their homeworks before going on a reporting assignment. They also have to submit 5 reports every week, which means that they hardly have the time or the scope to follow up a story or to go back to it again. They are also bound by the guidelines of the sponsoring bodies. 

The discussion ended with suggestions coming in from the participants as to what could be the ways of establishing a more people-friendly media. That civil society should come forward in taking more initiatives as far as following up of stories are concerned, was the unanimous suggestion. It was the duty of the civil society to establish contacts with the media. The organisations working for the displacement issues should make it a point to report their progress to the local media house. The media could also arrange for weekly talks with the local NGOs to ensure that the issues get reported in the papers/channels. It was also the duty of the reporting persons to establish a close rapport with the people they are reporting on, and to gain their confidence so as to bring out their true stories.
Displacement from Agriculture/Natural Resource based livelihoods and Forced Migration by Sagari Ramdas, Director, Anthra, Hyderabad

Sagari Ramdas came up with a clear and vivid presentation on the conditions of the farmers and those depending on agriculture in Andhra Pradesh who are victims of agricultural displacements taking place in the post-economic reforms period. The primary livelihood of most people of Andhra Pradesh being agriculture and livestock, those facing the brunt of mass scale displacement due to the so-called agricultural reforms formed the main focus of her paper. It is amazing to study how the agriculturists cope with the displacement and try to rebuild their livelihood amidst crisis. The worst hit, obviously, are the women.

The most obvious outcome of agricultural displacement is the change of occupation. For example, a huge lot of women, after being displaced from Mehboobnagar agricultural area, have moved to plastic-manufacturing units in other metros, as Delhi, Mumbai etc. This job entails huge health hazards, not just for the women themselves but also for their children who often have to accompany their mothers to the units in absence of any other guardian at home. Migration of this kind is justified by the police and other governing authorities as a way to cut down on poverty. Migration is a misleading image of ‘agricultural distress’. Though migration, is often made to imply greater economic growth and flourishing new jobs, in reality it continues to be the evil face of agricultural distress, which often go unnoticed or unaddressed. 

She brought to light the miserable agricultural scenario with vivid logistical details. If migration is seen in the light of agricultural logistics alone, the real picture emerges. 

· Over the last decade, food grain production has decreased steadily with its output being stagnated. 

· The State is withdrawing itself as far as helping the distressed farmers is concerned.

· SEZs are one of the most important factors for displacement. Even if the SEZs are being built in the agriculturally backward areas, they do form a part of the agricultural lot, nevertheless. 

· Women are often forced to take up the job of a sex worker with the loss of a steady source of income, i.e. agriculture.

· Farmer’s suicide is on the rise, including that of the women farmers. 

· Government’s way of helping these distressed farmers is to give out to them more credit. But in a condition of acute distress, even credits fail to do any good to the situation, thus doing no good to the suicide rates. 

· In Andhra Pradesh, the number of landless farmers has gone up alarmingly. 

· The conditions of the Adivasis speak of a worser scenario. The Adivasis, a major chunk of which are completely dependent on forests, are often alienated from their natural rights to use the forest resources. It is only very recently that the Forest-Rights Acts of some of the Adivasi communities have been implemented. 

· Even the implementation methods are such that it becomes difficult for the farmers to access it. The Acts are implemented in a very short notice or sometimes even without a notice. The farmers are expected to access the right within a couple of weeks without proper awareness programme about them. In most of the cases, the farmers fail to access them. 

· Agriculture is often made into such a liable asset that farmers are forced to leave it. Economic reforms have only added to their distress.

· The government’s withdrawal from infrastructure means that the industrialists have a free hand in building the infrastructure. The infrastructure, built with profit in mind, is hardly a farmer-friendly one. 

· Cutback on public expenditure and public investment. 

· Withdrawal of subsidies.

· Liberalization of markets.

· The policy-driven framework of the economic reforms or even the ‘protected agriculture’ policy has only ensured that the farmers would have lands that would not give them back any profit. 1990s onwards, the agricultural scenario has deteriorated with increasing rural poverty and stagnated agricultural growth. 

The results speak clearly about the plight of the farmers in the wake of the economic reforms.

· Cynicism about the land reforms is rampant among the farmers. 

· The reforms force the farmers to take up alternate forms of non-farm livelihoods.

· The young population among the farmers is trained in running sweet-shops, working in retail supermarkets and such other semi-rural and urban livelihoods. Youths are, suspected, often wrongly, to be associated with Naxalite outfits and are thus sent off to urban areas in retail marketing and textile industries. 

· Lands are diverted to SEZ, building of Resorts, Entertainment Parks etc. 

The questions that continue to disturb us are whether the displaced lot is really interested in migrating? Is the decision to migrate a voluntary one or are they being forced to migrate for want of alternative livelihoods? 

The phenomenon of climate change resulting in global warming is again another major factor behind agricultural distress, since the poor and the rural lot are the worst affected by global warming. 

· Statistics show that not everybody is equally affected. 

· The rich in India emit 4.5 times more carbon than the poor through their use of transport and building of factories. 

· The poor, specially the women among them are the worst hit in the natural disasters brought about by global warming, like floods, heavy rainfall etc.

· The richest of the countries emit the most amount of carbon. India’s case is even worse since there are no rules to tackle the problem of emission of carbon here. Since India’s contribution to global warming is lower than the world average, the government proposes that India should stick to the present programme of industrial developments. 

· Subsidies provided for the rich in their industrial development plans only go to make the poor more vulnerable. 

· Farmers are forced to grow more crops than is needed in order to balance the emission of carbon by the rich. 

· Farmers are forced to give up their lands for afforestation programmes and for growing bio-fuels instead of food crops. It is they who have to compensate for the emission of carbon by the rich. 

There is no solution, as Prof. Ramdas’s presentation suggested, to this mass-scale agricultural migration. Young men are often picked up from the interiors of the forests to be engaged as security guards or ‘greyhounds’. Even young girls are engaged as ‘home guards’. They are used to trace the interiors of the forests. Even at the cost of enduring harassment at the hands of the senior police officers, they stick to this job since the option of going back to their village is closed for them for ever. In the eyes of their fellow villagers, they become suspect as police agents. 

Thus as victims of an ill-planned economic policy, compensators for carbon emission and as suspects of government agents, the farmers are hardly left with options, other than leaving their land or else killing themselves to escape the distress.

Internal Displacement in India – Overview

Speaker: Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury, Senior Researcher, Calcutta Research Group and Professor, Rabindra Bharati University, Calcutta





Chair: Sibaji Pratim Basu, Shree Chaitanya College, Calcutta University

In a seminar such as this where we were discussing forced migration in India, it was becoming imperative to have a speaker who would draw the disparate threads of thought that were emerging from the various discussions and encapsulate it effectively by providing an appropriate classification and nomenclature to the subjects being discussed.

Throughout the seminar the issue of creating understanding of the terms “refugee” vis-à-vis “internally displaced persons” becoming a point where the conversation would reach a lull and an arena of disagreement. For a representative dealing with persons fitting within the traditional definition of IDPs it would be hard to comprehend why the issues of the refugee, a non-citizen would be considered at par with the issues faced by a legitimate citizen being deprived of his/her right to life and land. Therein lay the crux of the lecture and discussion at hand. The chair, Sibaji Pratim Basu made a statement that “IDPs and refugees are very closely related since basically both are displaced persons. Yet, unlike the refugees who have a strong, supportive legal framework backing them up, the IDPs are wronged by their own state and have no source of recourse from either governance or judiciary.” He also mentioned that the number or IDPs had increased so much since 1990 that the number of IDPs was twice the number of refugees.

The speaker, Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury picked up where Sibaji left off and spoke about the major difference between the two categories of displaced persons:

Refugees: They are protected by the 1951 convention and the 1961 protocol. There are a lot of provisions for them to seek and avail of shelter in host countries around the world.

IDPs: They depend entirely on their state or government to provide assistance and in most cases the very same governments are the cause of harm, thereby making them vulnerable.

The increase in the number of IDPs worldwide since 1990, he said, had been caused mainly due to 2 reasons:

1.
The disintegration of the Soviet Union. 

He made a point that the number of interstate conflicts had reduced and the number of intrastate conflict and separatist movements had increased. Thereby giving rise to several ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities exerting their rights as entities within the state and displacing others.

2.
The neo-liberal inclination of the agenda for development.

Since the economic reforms of the 90s, the amount of development induced displacement had increased dramatically. It would also be important to note the aberrations that began to pass off as development projects. Due to the increase of foreign funding into the economic system, the agenda-setting function of local leaders, moneylenders and feudal lords was passed on to the foreign investors also opening the system to abuse of land and displacement of the locals.

He also stated that there were three categories of IDPs in India:

1.
Conflict-induced

2.
Development-induced

3.
Disaster-related

The other category of vulnerable persons, in his opinion were the persons he chose to call the “Potentially Displaced Persons” (PDPs) that is those persons for whom it was not possible to relocate with ease to a new geographical location, namely, the elderly, the infirm, disabled, women and children and sometimes people belonging to more than one category at the same time. These persons are more vulnerable than those who migrate and are also often looked upon as a liability.

He then sought to cast more light on the three categories of IDPs mentioned earlier. 

1.
Conflict-induced displacement: The displacement that is caused due to ethnic, religious, linguistic of any conflict that has social and popular involvement. Sometimes in such conflicts, the state also gets involved. He cited the Gujarat riots as an example. The question before such people then is, whom shall we look up to for humanitarian assistance when the ruling elite themselves are involved? He also gave the examples of the North Eastern states where some groups are promoted by National Security Forces to curb others and of Sulva Jurum created to fight Maoists who get caught in the crossfire between the Maoists and state-sponsored forces.

2.
Development-induced displacement: India has today moved towards a neoliberal agenda of development that has taken it from a welfare state ideology to a market-focused state ideology. This has repeatedly been brought to the focus by the issues raised during the building of big dams. The question of land ownership becomes crucial again. It has also been observed that due to this shift in ideology, the state often aids entrepreneurs to acquire land by any and all means possible. Where the common man holds expectations from the state, the state’s role is abdicated. The worst affected by development-induced displacement are the indigenous people or the Dalits. An estimated 40 million people have been displaced because of displacement.

3.
Disaster-related displacement: India herself has borne the brunt of several natural calamities like the tsunami in South India and the earthquake in North India. Several thousands of people had to take shelter in other places. However, there is one major difference between the others and disaster-related displacement. When a disaster occurs, the state is morally obliged to provide basic infrastructure. There is no plurality in intention in such cases. However, it is difficult to expect anything from the moralist approach. It is more appropriate to work on a rights- based approach instead.

He stressed that the most important factor in providing rescue and relief is by creating dialogue between people and the state. Women, children and senior citizens are the most vulnerable. They are most vulnerable to torture and sexual exploitation. When indigenous people are displaced, they resettle in another place, do menial jobs or suffer starvation. The shift of balance of power at the state level also changes the situation of displaced persons as the loyalties of the state and the persons involved change.

Valedictory Session

Valedictory address by K.G. Kannabiran, Senior Advocate, National President, PUCL

Chair Jeelani Bano, Urdu Writer and President, Asmita Resource Centre for Women, Hyderabad
The noted Urdu writer Smt. Jeelani Bano pointed out that as a writer for her “ migration” is related to livelihood issues of food, shelters and home.  She also reflected on the recent ethnic conflicts in Mumbai between Marathis and Bengalis. Thousands of people have migrated for work and livelihood.  They have migrated for livelihood.  She argued that if people are employed and economically self sufficient in their respective villages and towns; they need not migrate. When people migrate, they leave behind people who suffer from equal trauma and suffering.  She pondered why are we not able to provide employmwnt to our youth? 

She concluded her talk by sharing one of her experience on her visit to Pakistan, which yet again reaffirms that partition, has able to reinforce cartographic boundaries and failed to divide people on cultural ties. During partition, Indian subcontinent was partitioned into India and Pakistan but families still recollect their familial ties.  She recollects that when went to a seminar in Pakistan an elderly woman walked up to her and asked whether she has got her Hyderabadi paan.  

K. G. Kannabiran, Senior Advocate, National President, PUCL in his valedictory address said people have failed to distinguish between colonization and immigration which is crucial to understanding forced eviction and displacement. While colonization results in forced eviction and displacement and immigration is often voluntary. It is this fundamental distinction that has not been perceived by many. As an example he cited that in one of his arguments with erstwhile ministers including Mr.. NT Ramarao about the tribal rights and why they should not vacate the land. NT Ramarao had said that if he could migrate from Nellore to Hyderabad then why can’t the tribals take the same initiative. When they insisted that they should do so and move on to the greener pastures for the sake of their prosperity, he termed them as colonizers belonging to the exploitative section; for how could one prosper when uprooted; they were in fact being pushed out for the selfishness of the state. He went on to say that migration is a continuous affair within nation and across nation and that there does exist a fine line between victims of colonization and immigrants. 

Both development projects and communal riots lead to dispossession of land , livelihood and home. Bhakra Nangal dam had displaced many people who didn't get any rehabilitation package till ten to fifteen years. With globalisation, eviction of people for purposes of development has become the rule.  There are several people who will tell us why dispossession happens; they will also give us adequate statistics. He emphasized that he does not believe in any knowledge that has no transformatory use. Analysis of societal problems and issues is not at the purpose of display but seminars should help in going out and helping out solutions for problems utility of seminars. We should not limit our activities to socially relevant habits but should form and devise ways of working with people to resolve issues. Working with people is important to solve their problems and one should not get caught in 'paralysis of analysis' syndrome. He stated this with examples, by stating that right to livelihood demands a job for the parents to avoid child labour and bonded labour. A polaristic approach is a solution and for that we must link up with people living in various fields.

The tribals benefit through the stipulations in the constitution and have additional benefits for they belong to scheduled tribes. Even if their land is taken away, they should not be severed from the benefits of being the scheduled tribe. One can also pay attention to restructuring the UN's approach and to mobilizing the world opinion, whether it is Kosovo's ethnic cleansing or Serbia's hot bed of politics, the rift between Albanians and Serbians. 

Communication today has become simple and one should today use it to discuss all problems. Our endeavours should be to open up discussion, follow up and understand the governance. He seriously asked the participants to start from the beginning to read part four of the preamble, understand the system of governance and to seek measures whereby it could be improved upon. He cited an example saying that land in Andhra Pradesh  is being disposed off as part of the budget expenditure but the fact of the matter is that whatever assets the state has are public trust, so it has to be spent as per the directive principles of the state policy. Does that happen? He went back on what he had started with, the need for us to be aware and come out with measures, to think and to be positive with concrete action plans instead of mere verbalizing the problems of displacement. 

(This report has been compiled with the contributions of Nanda Kishore MS, Sahana Basavapatna, Debdatta Chowdhury, Anju Munshi, Pranoti Surve &Ishita Dey)
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