Organising Team

Poushali Basak is a Research and Program Assistant at Mahanirban
Calcutta Research Group, Kolkata. She has been managing and
organising the online course under CIFAR. She has worked as a
researcher with Max Mueller Stiftung, Germany; Tata Institute of
Social Sciences, Mumbai and with feminist and queer organisations.

Her Doctoral work is about affective histories of autonomous women’s
collectives in India and MPhil work is on the history of sex-workers’ organising, negotiating
developmental governance. Her research and publications are on the political and the
urban, right to the city, feminist and social movements, gender and education, queer lives
and liveabilities.

Debashree Chakraborty is a Researcher at Calcutta Research Group. She
has previously worked as a Junior Research Fellow at the Department of
English, Assam University. She has also worked as a Research Associate in
an ICSSR sponsored Major Research Project and has taught at the
Department of English, Gurucharan College, Silchar. For her Ph.D thesis,
she has worked on Climate Fiction. Apart from environmental humanities,

her research interests include the intersections of climate change,
migration, partition in cultural studies.
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Rajat Kanti Sur is a Programme and Research Associate at the
Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group, Kolkata. He did his PhD
from the Department of South and South-East Asian Studies, the
University of Calcutta in 2019. He is associated with Indian History
Congress, Bangiya Sahitya Parishad and The Asiatic Society,
Kolkata as a member and some well-known NGOs and civil society organizations dealing
with women, labour and social exclusion related issues. His research interests are based
on the new trends in migration and its impact on the popular performances in South Asia,
the evolution of political culture in India during the elections and the role of the migrants
and refugees in it. He did his previous research with this organisation was on the impact of
migration in Bhojpuri nautanki performances (http://www.mcrg.ac.in/PP119.pdf).

Rituparna Datta is a Research and Programme Assistant at Calcutta
Research Group, Kolkata. Her research interests focus on migration
and mobilities in colonial and postcolonial India. Rituparna Datta along
with Madhuparna Banerjee, is the Editorial Assistant for the Refugee
Watch Journal. She has edited the volume Pandemic and Precarity with
narratives on the experiences of working conditions in India and the
lives of migrants during the phases of the pandemic. In 2023, she
worked on Death in Diaspora: A Social History of Coolie Life in Mauritius, and presented
her research in the CRG Staff Researchers’ Workshop, 11 October 2023.
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