City as Cinema: The Choric in Mrinal Sen

Between 1971 and 1973, Bengali film director Mrinal Sen made three films later clubbed under the
umbrella term “Calcutta Trilogy”, widely accepted as Sen’s response to a city and a society in flux. Sen
invoked the historical forces shaping and remoulding the city through successive waves of agitation,
mobilisation and change. These films inaugurated a new language of storytelling, culminating with
Chorus (1974), remarkable for its mythical quality and promise of a revolution, in which the rural and
the urban proletariat take over the city and its rulers.

Cinema tracks urban transformation, mediating, in the vernacular, urban modernity. With special
emphasis on Mrinal Sen’s Chorus, this lecture will situate the city as cinema in Mrinal Sen’s oeuvre.
This multimedia lecture by Samata Biswas, faculty at The Sanskrit College and University and
member of the Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group, will explore how urban and social change
create cinema, and how cinema, in turn, captures and creates the city in transition—here, Calcutta in
the 1970s.

This lecture is the third one in the series “City Lights” by Calcutta Research Group. Previous lectures
were delivered by Ranabir Samaddar and Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay. Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller
Bhavan, Kolkata will host the lecture on 10.01.2025, Friday, at 5.30 PM.
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