The report is divided into seven major sections:

Three mgjor changes in the year under review
Programmes

Publications

Network, partners, and collaboration
Membership

Tosks for 2004-2005

1. At the outset three major changes have to be taken note of:

a. Due to arequest by the landowner of the previous premises of the office of
the CRG, the premise (5B, Maohanirbon Road, 2" Floor, Mohanirbon Roaod,
Kolkata 70029) wos vacated, and from February 1, 2004, CRG haos been
functioning from FE 390, Sector 3, Salt Lake City, Kolkata 700106, on the
bosis of an emergency dedsion of the Governing Body. CRG has applied for
registration of the new address.

b. By the previous year’s AGM dedsion, Ranobir Samaddar was oppointed as the
first Director of CRG; he is now the Director of the CRG.

c. The office of the CRG has been reorgonised; part time system in the work of
administration and accounts haos in the main ended.

2. CRGin the year 2003-2004 was engaged in the following programmes:

a. Winter Course on Forced Migration;

b. Research on Autonomy;

c¢. Didogue Programme,

d. Media ond human rights, particularly of the fordbly displaced, and a creative
media workshop;

e. Programme on the IDPs and the UN Guiding Prindples

f. Publication of REFUGEE WAT CH;

g. Other Publications: Refugees and the State and South Asian Peace Studies |

h. Didogue Programme

2.1 Winter Course on Forced Migration: The programme of CRG annual winter course
on forced migration developed out of CRG's post work in the field of forced
displacement. The first course waos held on 1-15 December 2003 in Kolkata. The
course wos preceded by a two-month long distance education programme. 20
particdpants from dl over South Asia and beyond aftended the course. The faculty
members were also from various countries. The course was publidsed as much os
possible, and being the first of its kind generated enthusiosm. The UNHCR, the
Government of Finlond, and the Brookings Institution supported it. A broad bosed
advisory committee waos formed, which helped in froming the perspective of the
programmme, the structure of the course, proposed modules, plon of field visit,
preparation of the syllabus and course material, the evduation procedure and follow
up measures. On the inaugura occosion were present the Chief of the UNHCR
Mission in India, Lennart Kotsalainen, His Excellency the Ambaossador of Finlond to
India, Glen Lindholm, and the Brookings Institution Joint Director of the Programme
on IDPs, Roberta Cohen. The well-known peace researcher and campaigner of Israel,
Lev Grinberg gave the inaugurd address. The valedictory address was delivered by
the fomous sodd theorist of nationdism, Benedict Anderson, ond certificates of
appredation were awarded by UNHCR Deputy Chief of Mission, Wei Meng Lim Kaaba.
The course resulted in a strong network of the partidpaonts of the course. The course
was  remarkable for three features, which CRG thinks should remain os
characteristics of the winter programme - (a) emphasis on gender, (b) sftress on



experiences and studying law in the mirror of experiences, and () wide perspective
of justice, rights, and dtizenship in which the issue of forced migration is placed.

A copy of the report is endosed (endosure 1)

2.2 Research and diadlogue on autonomy: The first diadlogue on autonomy was held in
Shillong on 10-11 April. For the first tfime, a group of academics, human rights and
peace thinkers and activists, particularly from the East and the Northeast, assembled
to discuss frankly and dosely the issue of autonomy in the context of conflicts,
minority rights, right of self-determination, politics of homeland, and fthe
governmental policy of ethnic accords to grant limited autonomy to resolve conflicts
— in short in the wider context of justice, peace, and democacy. The report on the
diadlogue come out subsequently (endosure 2), and waos widely distributed and
appredated from various quarters. The Infernationad Centre for Ethnic Studies,
Colombo supported the initiative.

The Shillong didogue led to the initiation of a two year long detadiled research and
dialogue progromme on autonomy, the programme being supported by the Ford
Foundation. The programme as has been mentioned has two components — (a) a
ten-section strong research work to be completed within one year and to be followed
by the publication of a volume and a compendium of relevant documents and
keywords, (b) three rounds of didogues in the entire programme period. The
programme wos drawn on the baosis of the discussions in Shillong. The research
segment has commenced duly, and the first of the three didlogues was held in
Varanosi on 29-30 March 2004. It wos observed in course of the didogue that
researches on democratic experiments in this country hod been largely insensitive to
the theory of (nationd) sovereignty and the actud redlity of a democracy that in
proctice was pushing forward the notion of shared sovereignty and autonomy.

Briefly the questions raised were: (a) Given that there have been irreversible shared
experiences, con the Indion and Western sodieties be so neatly divided so os to
obtain two qudlitatively distinct notions of autonomy? (b) Caon the ethnic accords on
grant of autonomy be regarded as ‘moment of recognition’ of diverse ethnic
identities, or are they not rather the moments of deniadl, hiding the asymmetries of
power between the signatories? (©) Is local governance necessarily to be understood
from within the purview of state institutions? (d) Even though it might be useful to
make a cross-state (within India) comparison of experiences of fisca autonomy, yet
even ofter such comparison has been done, and found out as to who gains fiscal
autonomy by what route and to what end, the significont question will be -
autonomy for local self government or for governing the local? (e) If, os is possibly
frue that, any demand for autonomy shows some degree of negotidbility, is it
possible to exhaust the meaning and definition of autonomy within the formal-legal
senses? (f) What are the ways in which the idea of dtizenship in India can be re-
imagined in the context of the palitics of autonomy? (g) How do we judge the
autonomy-enhondng copadty of an institution in relation to its copadty to advance
democaacy within the group? (h) Autonomy in the borderlands is a critica theme in
national governmental paolitics; thus, question is important: a centralized disposition
of autonomy or autonomy of autonomies? Interacting autonomies? There are of
ocourse various kinds of autonomies — horizontal, verticdl, interacting. (i) How con
one map the various provisions of infernational low on autonomy, given its highly
frogmented nature, ond the deep impaoct of globdlisation on autonomy seeking
paolitics throughout the world? (j) Above dll, what is the find test of autonomy in a
gender unjust polity and sodety? How should one judge in this respect the issue of



womens autonomy? What is af the heart of the question of women’s autonomy:
representation / justice / rights — dll these in relation to the existing patfriarchal
paolitics and the State, in relation to the movement?

The deliberations dlso discussed the moddlities of preparing the Compendium of
documents and keywords relevant to the theme of autonomy. The didlogue report
has been sent to dl partidpants and will be hopefully of help to the research
oollective.

Samir K. Das and Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury have been helping the Director in
this programme in their copadty as joint coordinators. The full report of the diclogue
is endosed (endosure 2).

2.3 Didlogue Programme. As part of CRG5 dialogue programme (two didogues had
dready been held previously in Kokata and Shontiniketan, Bolpur) two more
dialogues were held in the year under review - in Shillong ond Varanaosi, the details
of which have been given in the preceding section dealing with research progromme
on autonomy.

2.4 Media and human rights and Creative Media Workshop: CRGS media programme
begon with the kind support and encouragement of WACC, London under the banner
of the rights to communication — in this cose the rights of the victims of forced
displocement to communicate. Such a progromme goes beyond the right to
information. In the year under review the CRG programme on media had two
components — (0) a media audit on the issue of forced displacement, (b) and, a
creative media workshop on the issue. These two parts formed an infegral whole.

While the first part of the project made on attempt at ouditing mdainly the
mainstream media and its coveroge on forced displacement of population from the
perspective of human rights, justice and democracy, the second part aimed to bring
out a source book on the creative writings of any particular community of victims. As
the essential first step, three cases of Jammu aond Kashmir, Indias northeost and
West Bengal were selected and audit reports based on these three cose studies were
prepared. A careful comparison of these three cose studies enriched the activists’
knowledge of the victims and helped them evolve diverse media strategies in order
to cope with the problem of forced migration. These reports have now been
published — the first is a report of the workshop, the second is a collection of the
three media audits, and the third a collection of creative writings — primarily non-
fictional - by the Bhutanese refugees now exiled in Nepadl for more than ten years.
The Credative Writers” Workshop on Forced Displaocement of Population - was held in
Darjeeling from 6 to 10 November 2003.

The Workshop was organized with a few key objectives in mind: Its first and perhaops
the most fundamental objective was to bring the victims of forced displocement into
the centre-stoge of public discourse and make them an integra part of the dvil
sodety. The Workshop also deliberated on how the entry of the victim unsettled the
given flow of communication, given the fact that the issue of refugee rights always
aosses administrative and mainstreaom media boundaries. The workshop dlso dimed
to see how the very act of reporting and writing pushed the victims aside and how
appropriate writing and reporting strategies could be evolved with a view to enhance
their didogic and communicative skill. As the workshop noted, aedtivity in writing
therefore marks a departure and creates a transcendence of their victim-hood. The
workshop did not look upon the victims merely as victims, but as potentially



consdous, rights-bearing agents who continuously communicate in diverse aond
hitherto imponderable ways and thereby remade many of the established forms of
communication, notwithstaonding their handicaps, sulbjection and victim-hood.

WACC oppredated the three reports. The media audits were particularly significont
for bringing out trends in the perspective of three different cose studies, the
pronounced gender factor, the media behaviour, the nature of victims’ profiles in the
media, and the ways in which we can deepen our understanding of the world of
communication on the issue of forced displacement. Ms. Paula Banerjee visited the
WACC office in London, explained our work, and discussed with WACC colleagues
further ideas about our plans for the media programme that indude the baosis of
three segments — research, reporting, oand media workshop. In the list of researchers
and resource persons among others were Anuradha Bhasin Jamsawdl, Krishna
Banerjee, Bhupen Sarmah, A.G. Kannabiran, Pamela Philipose, and Urbaosi Butdlia.

The three reports are now availdble (endosure 3). Subhas Chakraborty and Samir K.
Daos primarily, were in charge of the programme.

2.5 Research and Training Progranme on UN Guiding Principles: On the completion
of the collective research on the state of the UN Guiding Prindples in South Asia in
the perspective of massive internal displacement in the region, CRG discussed with
the Brookings Institution the possibility of a follow up programme in the form of a
South Asian training programme on the Guiding Prindples. A plan wos concretised,
and will be implemented in the following year, 2004-2005. Meonwhile the research
papers were revised, an editoria board consisting of Paula Banerjee, Sabyasachi
Basu Ray Chaudhury wos formed, ond on understanding was arrived with Sage
Publications for the publication of the volume in the next year. The Brookings
Institution hos ogain helped CRG in publication of the volume in terms of editoridl
advice and publication subsidy. CRG is in particular thankful to Roberta Cohen and
Marionne Maokar of the Brookings Institution their encouragement and assistance.

2.6 Refugee Watch: With issue 18, REFUGEE WATCH entered the sixth year of its
publication. In the year under review three issues were published, nos. 18, 19, and
20. An index of dll artides till date published in REFUGEE WATCH was dso published
(endosure 4). The plon for publishing Selections from Refugee Watch could not be
materidised. It is hoped that the work would be completed within 2004,

Issue no 18 (April 2003) had os focal theme, "Delimited by Barbed Wires: Refugees
from the Eost”. Issue 19 (August 2003) had os focad theme the “Internally Displaced
Persons of South Asia”. The focd theme of issue 20 (December 2003) was “The
Displaced Persons Right to Communicate”. Detdils of these three publications are
endosed (endosure 5).

While the publication ventured intfo some new themes ond published writings of
several new contributors, and earned praise from maony quarters for consistency and
high qudlity, there are some problems with the publication. 11 needs more reportage;
draulation needs to be widened; the mailing list needs to vostly updated ond
improved, and more contribution is needed to cover spiraling mailing expenses.
South Asian board meetings have been still not redlised, though elecftronic
communication among editoria board members has helped the consultation. Overall
planning will also need improvement.



Paula Banerjee continues to be the editor; the editorid board waos reorganised, aond
an editoria advisory board was formed. The South Asia Forum for Human Rights,
EZE, oand ECCO continue to support the publication.

2.7 Other Publications (Refugees and the Stafe and South Asian Peace Studies I):
The oollective research on the fifty year history of state practices of asylum, relief,
protection, seftlement and resettlement in India with regord to refugees was
published by Sage on behalf of the CRG in June 2003 under the ftitle, "Refugees and
the State”. Ranadbir Samaddar edited the volume. The volume waos relecsed ot a well -
attended and well-deliberated book release ceremony at the India Internationadl
Centre, New Delhi, on the occosion of the World Refugee Day. Several eminent
persondlities, NHRC member, jurists, academics, journdlists, and human rights
activists attended the function. On behalf of CRG present were Paula Banerjee, Samir
Kr. Das, and Ranabir Saomaddar. Ranabir Samaddar and Paula Banerjee addressed
the gathering.. The book has come in for oppredation from several quarters for its
rigorous research, wide scope, and the light that it throws on the “palitics of care”.
The volume indudes severa cose studies, has strong gender implications in terms of
analysis that it presents, and ties a vost history of trans-border population flow and
practices of care into a coherent narrative and an andlytical frome of care and power.

With this publication CRG has made a distinct mark on the Indian world of policy
studies on refugee flows. UNHCR supported the publication os it had earlier
supported the research.

CRG dlso findlised in this period another volume for publication - the first in the four-
volume series titled, South Asian Peace Studies, which Sage will be publishing. CRG
has an editoria board for this. Ronabir Samaddar is the series editor, also the editor
of the first volume. Samir Kr. Dos is designated os the editor of the second volume,
Paula Banerjee is the editor of the third volume, and Ujjwal Kr. Singh will edit the
fourth volume. The volumes will be on four themes - perspectives, peace process,
gender, and human rights. The volumes will follow a uniform format to the extent
possible, and on editorial team particularly meont for a volume will guide eoch
volume.

With this series, CRG hopes to make its mark on the field of peace studies with its
own distinct approach. To say the least, the series hos potential.

3.1n short, CRG came out with the following publications in the year under
review:

Refugees and the State

Refugee Watch

Third Civil Sodety Diadlogue on Human Rights and Peace
Media and Displacement |

Media and Displacement |1

Media and Displacement 111

Report of the First CRG Winter Course on Forced Migration

Besides these listed above, work continued on the preparation of the publication of
South Asian Peace Studies | and |1, the volume on the IDPs in South Asia and the UN
Guiding Prindples on Internal Displacement, and Selections from Refugee Watch.

4. Network of partnership and collaboration:



In the year under review CRG5s network of collaboration and partnership expanded.
The most notable was the achievement of a consortium of three supporters and
sponsors for the First CRG Winter Course on Forced Migration — the UNHCR, the
Brookings Institution, and the Government of Finland. The Course was dlso a product
of the network that CRG meanwhile had developed through the diologues and
previous research and publication activities of the continuing publication of Refugee
Watch with the help of aSouth Asian advisory board and a South Asion editorial
board. CRG dlso established a distinct style of running its programmes by forming
advisory groups consisting of non-CRG members also who are experts in the relevant
field.

Equadlly important is the partnership with WACC (London), which has opened up the
possibility of working on media and building up a network of media activists and
aedtive writers in related fields.

The strong network of collaboration hos been an asset and one of the strong reasons
for different institutions, agendes, and persons in supporting CRG. Because, this is
such avital human resource, two tasks are in order:
e Finding out ways in which this caon be translated into other forms of support
e Maintaining by various ways the links, cooperation, spirit of mutud
assistance, developing shared goals through continuous exchange of views
that form the core of a network
Presently the institutions that CRG haos been privileged to work with:

Ain o Salish Kendra (Dhoka)

Aurat Foundation (Lahore)

Brookings Institution (Washington D.C.)

Centre for the Study of Geopolitics, Panjab University (Chandigarh)
Consortium of Humanitarion Agendes (Colombo)

Department of Communications, United Theologica College (Bangalore)
Department of International Relations and Centre for Refugee Studies,
University of Jadavpur (Kolkata)

Department of International Relations, Karachi University (Karachi)
Department of Political Sdence, University of Rabindra Bharati (Kolkata)
Department of South and South East Asian Studies, University of Calcutta
(Kolkata)

Ford Foundation (New Delhi)

Friedrich Naumann Stiftung (New Delhi)

Government of Finlond

Indian Coundil of Sodal Sdence Research (Northeast Centre, Shillong)
International Centre for Ethnic Studies (Colombo)

Konrad Adaneuer Foundation (New Delhi)

Malaviya Peace Research Centre, atf the Benaras Hindu University (Varanosi)
National Peace Coundil of Sri Lanka (Colombo)

Nepal Institute of Peace (Kathmandu)

Other Media (New Delhi)

Pokistan-India Peoples Forum for Peace ond Democracy (West Bengd
Chaopter, Cdcutta)

South Asia Forum for Humaon Rights (Kathmandu) ond through it EZE-ECCO
The Naga Mothers’ Assodation (Kohimao)

UNHCR (New Delhi)

Women in Security, Conflict Monagement and Peace (WIS COMP, New Delhi)



e Women’s Studies Centre, Utkal University (Bhuvaneswar)

Besides, it is the cenfre of a network of peace and culturd activists of east and
northeast, whose third meeting was held by CRG in Shillong in 2003.

5. Tasks:

The tasks that CRG faces in view are in the following arecs:

a. Seauring long-tferm grant and commitment,

b. Following a well-considered research ond publication policy that is not
necessarily tied or initiated by fund considerations

¢. Engoging new and young talented researchers;

d. Sustaining the combination of intellectud and advocacy activities:

e. Developing a comprehensive aond informative website,

f. Sustaining the four major present fields of activities, namely research work on
democracy, winter course on forced migration, research ond advocacy work
on the IDPs, media, humaon rights and peace, and the dvil sodety didlogue
programme

g. Building up a good resource centre;

h. Initiating a Bengali publications progromme

1. Running a public lecture programme consistently to widen our network

J.  Securing government funding;

k. And on oppropriate organisation policy, such as reorganising the various sub-

committees, inducting new members, aftracting young tdents, efc..
In brief, in ferms of research programme, the primary task is to maintain ond
sharpen the aitical edge of our research work while maintaining our thrust areas
(themes and region). In terms of organising and mokbilising our resources the tosk is
to engage, as much s possible, our members and partners in our work, and
distribute the burdens and responsibilities among the members, ond giving
everybody a chance to acquire skill and bear responsibility for the collective work.



