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Debating displacement

The 14th conference of IASFM, organised in Kolkata, addressed critical issues of forced
migration around the world

By Sibaji Pratim Basu,On 01-15-2013
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The first week of the New Year saw the beginning of two big conferences in Kolkata. The first was the

government-sponsored, largely attended but ‘poorly managed’ Indian Science Congress. The second one was

the 14" Conference of a lesser known (at least in Kolkata) international body called Intemational Association for
the Study of Forced Migration (IASFM), jointly organised by Calcutta Research Group (CRG), a city-based

organisation of social science researchers and activists. The central theme of this Conference was “Contested

Spaces and Cartographic Challenges™. The issue of forced migration/ displacement mostly recurred in this four-

day conference (January 6-8). So, a word or two on this.




Forced migration is as old as human civilisation. There have been populations for millennia which have been
forced to migrate. However, things got a new and devastating momentum in the post-World War |l period, which
saw the dissolution of many old states/ empires and formation of innumerable new ‘nation-states’. All these
avents created new bordars and generated newer and countless displaced people both inside and outside the
states. The UN came with a new refugee régime, which saw more failure than success.

To make matters worse, the problem of “internal displacement”, on various counts, grew larger, especially in the
post-cold war era of nec-liberal globalisation. This made the UN think of a new category — that of the Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs) — and a set of Guiding Principles for the protection of the rights and rehabilitation of
the IDPs. But these principles are not legally binding and most states are careless about them. As a rasult, the
number of displaced persons — both internal (IDPs) and external (refugees) — is increasing alarmingly, forming
about one per cent of the global population. Among them, women and children form the largest and the most
vulnerable group. The IASFM14 sought to address all these issues as well as the overarching question of justice.

The conference was truly an ‘international’ one: researchers, activists as well as victims of forced migration from
all the continents of the world participated in it. In his welcome address, Ranabir Samaddar, Director, CRG,
explained the rationale behind hosting this conference in Kolkata. The city, he arqued, is truly a migrants’ city,
where the ‘insider’ and the ‘outsider’, ‘temporary’ and the ‘permanent’, the ‘transitory” and the ‘transitional’
intermingle with one another. Bishnu Mohapatra, professor at the National University of Singapore, in his key-note
address talked about the great Urdu writer, Saadat Hasan Manto's immortal character, Toba Tek Singh in the
course of his lecture on “Intimacy, Distance and Conditions of Being Refugees”. |IASFM President Chris Dolan

also spoke on this occasion.

Three important publications of the CRG were also released during the inaugural programme. Branding the
Migrant edited by Atig Ghosh was released by Ashis Nandy, whereas Unstable Populations, Anxious States
edited by Paula Banerige was released by Susan Martin of Georgetown University, USA and the special issue of
Refugee Watch released by Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury, Vice-Chancellor, Rabindra Bharati University.

Three plenary sessions were held on January 7, 8 and 9. “Partition Experiences in South Asia: Memory,
Literature, Media” was the theme of the first plenary. Anisuzzaman, eminent scholar and litterateur of
Bangladesh, |A Rehman, Director, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, and Ritu Menon, eminent feminist
writar and publisher, shared their memories of the tragic story of partition. They narrated how the friends of
yesterday bacame sworn enemias on the eve of partition and generated an air of almost indzlible distrust among
warring communities even after 65 years, notwithstanding some instances of personal friendships among the
members of the two communities.

The second plenary was on a very lively and contentious issue, mamely, "Development, Conflict and
Displacement”. Three well-known researchers/activists in this field Walter Femnandes, Anuradha Talwar and
Jehan Perera spoke on this occasion. Fernandes, Director, North Eastern Social Research Centre, Guwahati,
and an acknowledgad scholar on development-induced displacement in India, claimed that at least 60 million
people have been displaced owing to various development projects in India during the six-and-a-half decades
since independence. Among these IDPs, 70 per cent belong to Scheduled Tribes, Dalits and the weakest among
the backward classes; this means the ‘voiceless’ section of the population has suffered the most, which is a
dangerous sign for any democracy. Anuradha Talwar, eminent social activist and member, Paschim Banga Khet

Majoor Samity, spoke on her experiences of the eviction of peasants, share-croppers and land-labourers since




the days of the Singur movement in West Bengal. Jehan Perera, Director, Mational Peace Council, Sri Lanka
spoke on the uneasy ‘peace’ that the government bought after the extinction of LTTE by the military. He also

narrated how the Sri Lankan Tamils are forced to cope with the new order.

The third plenary was on “Conflict, Gender and Displacement with a special focus on India's North East and
Nepal'. Rakhee Kalita of Cotton College, Guwahati spoke about the 'disappearing” women-militants (especially of
ULFA) in the face of the recent surrender of their male comrades. Khesheli Chishi of Naga Mothers™ Association
and Gina Sangkham, Secretary General, Naga Peoples Movement for Human Rights shared their experiences as
women living in a conflict-riven society. N Vijaylakshmi Brara of Manipur University received the support of the
audience when she proposed that in view of the endless conflicts among the ‘male’ members of different ethnic
communities and their subsequant domination of women, the women of India’s North-East should stand up as
‘women’ only, not bothering about their so-called ethnic differences because, according to her, women are a
‘tribe’. On the other hand, Shiva Kumar Dhungana of Institute of Peace, Nepal held that despite enough legal
arrangements, rights and general tolerance of the society about ‘new’ things including LGBT rights and gay

marriages, the condition of ordinary women, especially the former (Maoist) militants, is simply unbearable.

Besides the immensely popular plenary sessions, 51 parallel panel discussions were held in seven venues.
Nearly 200 paricipants presented papers on as varied themes as Borders, Boundaries and Belonging;
Displacement and Migration on the Thailand-Burma Border; State, Migrants and Refugees in India; Borderlands:
Reflections and Representations; The New Challenges for Colombian Forced Migration Policy; Right to Escape; a
Minor and a Refugee; Branding the Migrant; Disasters and Displacement; Urban Befugees; Kurdish Problems in
Turkey; Case Studies from Burundi and Bwanda; Issues of Statelessness/ Gitizenship in South Asia; Transitional

Justice, to name only a few.

Participants, from every corner of the world, engaged in vibrant interactions with each other during and between
sessions. They also discovered the old’ colonial and migrant-populated parts of Kolkata in a conducted tour.
Media persons also enthusiastically participated in two press conferences during the conference. |ASFMi4
concluded with the pledge to stand by the displaced, to sensitise public opinion through in-depth studies and to
maintain contact with one another for pursuing this cause.

The author teaches Political Science at Habra Sri Chaitanya College
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Seminar in Jan on forced migration

By Our Correspondent,On 12-29-2012

@, @ 9

The city-based Calcutta Research Group (CRG) will be holding the 14th conference of International Association
for Study of Force Migration (JASFM) on the topic 'Contested Spaces and Cartographic’ in the city in January.
The seminar, which will bring together grassroots social activists and research scholars, will discuss forced
migration due to development-induced migration, natural calamities and conflicts. The three-day conference will
start from January 6. A mix of academicians and activists such as Walter Fernandes, Chris Dolan, Ritu Menon,
Ashish Nandi and | A Rehman would be present in the conference. “The conference would witness participation
of over 2560 delegates from South Asian countries, including Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bangladesh, along
with developed nations like Australia,” said Ranabir Samaddar, CRG director. He said: “In Pakistan, around 2.5
lakh people are being displaced due to persistent American bombing. Even in Malda and Murshidabad, floods in
the Ganga displaced around 15,000 people. Similarly, in Sri Lanka, the operation initiated by the government to
counter LTTE activities, has displaced thousands of people. Most of the people have been displaced belong to
weaker sections of society and include women and children who are worst-affected.”
Samaddar said: “The Government of India has not signed the UN convention on refugees as well as the UN
protocol on refugees. On the other hand. India is giving shelter to Burmese refugees but not their Tibetan

counterparts,” said Samaddar.

On the occasion, three reports will be published namely the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees —
the report on protection of displaced population, report on Unique Identification Number (UID) with a special focus
on migrants.
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The distant dream of women becoming a tribe in the
Northeast

By Paula Banerjee, On 01-25-2013
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“Gan women become a tribe in the northeast?” This was the quastion which Prof N Vijaylakshmi Brara of Manipur
University poignantly asked at the 14™ conference of the Intemational Association for the Study of Forced
Migration, hosted by Calcutta Research Group (CRG) for the first time in South Asia in January 2013, The
thought resonated in the minds of all the participants from Mortheast India at the conference. The north-eastem
part of India, comprising seven states (and Sikkim), which is still euphemistically called ‘the seven sisters’, has
been a cauldron of unrest from the time of Indian independence. Critically located and sharing a border with
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Mepal, Bhutan and China, this region demonstrates that processes of democratic state
formation may not lead to social justice for all. This has been the theatre of the longest state-versus-community
conflict in South Asia and hence a region of rampant displacements.




The region has witnessed an escalation of violence to an unprecedented scale in the decades between 1990 and
2010. With increasing state-sponsored violence, there was also a tremendous increase in sub-national militancy.
The Northeast presents a situation of virtual civil strife and rapid demographic changes with concomitant increase
in violence against the vulnerable sections of which a large number are women. The reality of the state-versus-
community conflict in the Mortheast, however, is a male reality, as most of the commentaries are male-centric and
constructed on the basis of male power compulsions. Most of the works analysing intra-state conflicts and
displacements in the Northeast do not deal with women's engagement in it. Women's experiences are hardly ever
talked about when spaaking of conflict, even though women bear the brunt of violence and play an enormous role
in retaining mass sanity and normalcy of everyday life. If considerad at all, women are typically looked upon as
silent victims and never as agents of transformation. Yet unfolding events show how false such portrayals can be.

Most feminist analysts of the northeast agree that the severity of the viclence against women increased
substantially from 1972 when the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act was amended. As such, the worst
perpetrators of this violence often seem to be the agents of the state. It was the members of the Assam Rifles that
forced a woman to give birth to her child in full public view in an open field during the Operation Blue Bird at
Qinam on July 10, 1987. Again it was the members of the CRPF that shot at medical students during the
Begional Medical College massacre in Imphal, 1995. The infamous Assam Rifles are also considered responsible
for the killings of many women, including Thangjam Manorama. The torture borne by Irom Sharmila was
perpetrated by the state as well. Although most observers agree that the underground do not wilfully target
women for killing from within their own communities, howevar they are so responsible for making the public
sphere exaggeratedly masculine that viclence against women becomes inevitable and not an aberration. Most
women from the northeast do not differentiate betwesn violence against women and those against others
because as mothers, sisters, wives and daughters they become fellow sufferers of any and all violence emanating
from or being perpetrated on their society. And their everyday quests become modes of how to subvert that

violence; how to retain sanity in such a society where rape and comparable brutality is commonplace.

For women, the other impossible bind in the Mortheast is that of ethnicity. A woman here can never be only a
woman and to be truly respectable in society they have to be either an Angami woman, or a Meitei woman or a
Bru woman, or a Khasi woman, and so on. It is almost as if their ethnicity owns them; but, the irony is that even
though women become symbols of tribal honour, resources are hardly ever shared with them by either their own
tribe or their ethnic groups. The Maga women have recently spoken of the tragedy that even after fighting with
their men shoulder to shoulder for peace and justice today they have to go to the courts to implement the 734
Amendment. They realise that they can be compatriots but hardly ever co-owners of property. Even among
matrilineal tribes today there is a move away from accepting the authority of women, as women can potentially
hand land over to other tribes by marrying into it.

Question of resources today is an important guestion for women in the Mortheast as poverty of tribal groups leads
to pauperisation of women. Therefore, the face of the displaced in the Northeast is fast becoming a female face.
Women realise that and so, they are challenging even the developmental paradigm of the state when they feel it
lzads to the poverty of their tribes. Women in Manipur have launched a serious protest against chromite mining
as this is contaminating the fresh water that is available to the people in that region. Women are also protesting
against indiscriminate dam-building. Even though women are fighting for their environment and common

resources, their ownership of those resources is not increasing by any means. Among many tribes women cannct




even own land. This has spurred on their common protest but women are far from becoming a tribe unto

themselves.

Women of the Northeast are in their own perception worse off than even the 23-year-old gang-rape victim of
Delhi, says Vijaylakshmi as well as Rakhee Kalita of Cotton Gollege. Guwahati. They feel that Delhi rape victim
could still retain the comfort of anonymity in front of the mass media. That is impossible for a woman from the
Northeast. The moment she is molested or worse, raped, the question becomes what tribe is she from and what
is the ethnic identity of her tormentor. As if that knowledge then closes the issue once and for all. Ethnicity has
assumed such political importance that it supersedes gender for most rights activists. Yet, the Northeast women
rise above their situation and fight — sometimes the state and at other times the underground or even their own

men for justice and peace.

The Meira Paibis of Manipur and the Naga Mothers have tried earnestly to bring peace in their region for years
and it is only now that they are being recognised and rewarded by some. Others argue that the irony of
peacemaking is that it is historically guided by the realist paradigm. What this means is that the work of
peacemaking is as informed by considerations of power as those of war. This reduces the space for women's
involvement even in peacemaking. Be it as it may, this has not deterred the spirit of many of the women from the
MNortheast and they have persisted both in pgacemaking and in writing poetry. Rakhee Kalita demonstrates
(thereby challenging German philosopher Theodor W. Adomeo’s famous comment that “to write a poem after
Auschwitz is barbaric™) that poetry remains, no matter how traumatic reality is, a corrective and a symbol of
subversion, if not of inspiration. Like all other women, the women from the MNortheast have seldom been granted
their rightful place. But this has not deterred them. They have continued their fight for justice whether against the
state or against their own men; thereby subverting the quantum of viclence wherever possible. Sometimes they
have made possible minor changes and sometimes dramatic ones, but they have hardly ever rested on their
laurels. Herein lies the secret of whatever success they have achieved.
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‘Govt’s land policy counter-productive’

- Activist Anuradha Talwar Feels Non-Intervention Of State Will Hel

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata: The list of intellectuals,
who had expected the change of
guard in Bengal would usher in a ho-
listic Paribartan in the state but
gradually started venting out their
frustration with the Mamata Baner-
jee government, grew longer on
Tuesday with socialactivist Anurad-
ha Talwar criticizing the ruling
party for its hands-off land acquisi-
tion policy.

Talwar wasoneof the key figures
in the movement against foreible
land acquisition during the. Left
Front  government. Though 7 her
Pashchim Banga Khet Majoor Sami-
ty was never a part of the agitation
led by Mamata in Singur and Nandi-
gram,  the organization  had
launched a parallel movement at
these places and had helped to add
synergy to Trinamool’sagitation.

Speaking at a conference on

forced migration —organized by the
International Association for the
Study of Forced Migration jointly
with Calcutta Research Group in
Kolkata on Tuesday — Talwar said
people in Singur and Nandigram
were getting disillusioned with the
passage of time. In light of the dis-
pute over land acquisition in Loba,
she maintained that the govern-
ment's hands-off policy was "coun-
ter-productive”

According to Talwar, from “one
extreme” of the-Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee government's policy of ac-
quiring land for-corporaté houses,
the Mamata Banerjee government
has moved to the “other :

reme" of
following a totally hands-off policy.
“But this hands-off policy is also
going to help corporates,” she said.
Intheabsence of any government in-
tervention, corporate houses were
purchasing land through private
agents. Land mafias are having a free

PARIBARIAN OF A |

i_reople in Singur and Nandigram
I are getting disillusioned. Their
expectations have not been fulfilled.
They are suffering from a sense

of failure

£.rom “one extreme" of the Left

! govt's policy of acquiring land for
corporates, the TMC govt has moved
to the “other extreme" of following a
hands-off policy

["yeople who are refusing to sell land
" at prices not acceptable to them
were being branded anti-development.
Land mafias will take advantage of
the situation

run at places like Loba and Kulpi in
South 24-Parganas, where the gov-
ernment had planned to set up a mi-
nor port long ago, she pointed out,
Now about 550 acre had been ac-

quired there using muscle power: A
number of ‘benami’ companies had
mushroomed for the purchase of
land. The police and the administra-
tion weresilent,

p Corporates

“This was going to the benefit of
corporate houses, People who were
refusing to sell land at prices not ac
ceptable to them were being branded
anti-development,” she pointed out.
“Theroleof the governmentistobea
watchdog and protect the interest of
the people.”

People of Nandigram and Singur
had to resist forcible land acquisi
tionas “they had nolegitimate forum
where people could express Opposi
tion to the process.” But post-strug-
gle, expectation of people had not
been fulfilled in Nandigram., Expec-
tations about a corruption-free pan-
chayat system and measures for de-
velopment of the area had been
belied. In Singur, “people now have a
great sense of failure.” Now they are
trying to find ways to get back their
land. Talwar felt there was “no legal
way toget backland.” People were al-
soafraidtooccupy land that had been
acquired from them forcibly,




/Changein textbooks needed for better relation between neighbours

Business Standard KOLKATA | WEDNESDAY, 9 JANUARY 2013
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 Human Rights
Pakistan, feel that unless radical
reforms ate taken up to change;the. -
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'three countriesandamore elaborate
and comprehensive text of the parti-
tion history-is included in the school
© syllabus; the future cltizens.
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to the media pers
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erament inspired ‘partition-history”
as taught in the schools in Pakistan
has become a stumbling block
against that, “When I was a student
in the British days. I had got better
knowledge of history,” observes
Rehman, But he lamented that in
independent Pakistan the children
aretaught a u)mp]«‘ 1y distorted his-
tory. He said, ding to my
daughter’s school history book. the
independence  movement  was
launched by the M ms and
Muslim League. Congress was also
there. but it only tried to oppose the

swrong Lhings, as a resu
+ Pakistan was partitioned|.”

‘ing the school textbool

|
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Land policy may help reduce number of
displaced in state

The state government’s stance of no forceful land acquisition could help reduce the number of persons
displaced every year because of developmental activities, researchers claimed on Friday in Kolkata.
Nearly 20-25 lakh people have been displaced in Bengal between 1951 and 2008 a recent pan-India
research by Walter Fernandez, a Guwahati based researcher, has pointed out. In India the number is
around 6 crore during the same period.

“The state government’s present standpoint that there would be no forceful land acquisition could reduce
the number of persons displaced every year because of development purposes,” said Ranabir Samaddar,
director of Calcutta Research Group, a city based NGO working on displaced persons in South Asia
countries.

He said that in West Bengal maximum number of people is displaced by natural calamities and for
developmental purposes. Conflicts and border disputes come next. “But this number (20-25 lakhs) is
minus the refugees who were evicted because of the partition. If that number is considered the number
of displaced persons in West Bengal would shoot up to nearly 75 lakh,” Samaddar said.

He, however, said the number of displaced persons in West Bengal is much less compared to some
states in central India such as Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh, Jharkhand and Orissa where several lakhs
more have been displaced because of mining. In a bid to discuss the problems and burning issues of
displaced persons and refugees across the world more than 250 delegates from India and at least 30
countries including Afghanistan, Rwanda, Australia and the US would be gathering in Kolkata between
January 6-9.

“The four-day conference of the International Association for the Study of Forced Migration would be
deliberating on the issue. This is for the first time that this international conference is being held in
South Asia,” he said.

http:/www.hindustantimes.com/StorvPage/Print/982314.aspx

© Copyright © 2012 HT Media Limited. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.hindustantimes.com/StoryPage/Print/9823 14.aspx 27/2013
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Entertainment Calcutta, Jan. 9: Land acquisition by governments for development and other projects
has emerged as a detonator for internal conflicts not only in India but also in other parts of

Sudoku the world, a gathering of researchers in the city said yesterday.

Sudoku Mew FETA

Crossword Participants in the discussion on “Development, Conflict and Displacement”, organised by

Jumble the International Association for the Study of Forced Migration, reflected on “development-

Gallery induced violence” from India to South Africa and Sri Lanka to Golombia.

Horse Racing
Press Releases

Walter Fernandez, the director of the Guwahati-based North-Eastern Social Research

Travel Centre, echoed many others when he said the absence of a government policy on
WEEKLY FEATURES communities displaced by development projects had made the ground fertile for Maoists
and ethnic insurgents.
édayi'[' Claiming there is hardly any official database on the total number of affected people, he
Krap hl ! put the figure at 80 million since Independence and said it was collated from available
J ngw ow government and non-government studies. Of this, tribals make up 40-50 per cent and
C%riergraph Dalits and Other Backward Classaes about 20 per cent each, he said.
Howrah ) - )
Salt Lake Children of 49 per cent of affected families become child labourers and a good number of
women turn to prostitution, Fernandez said. “Unlike the general impoverishment which is
CITIES AND REGIONS mainly economic, these people’s marginalisation is social, cultural and psychological. With
Metro no hope for dignity and justice left, extremism becomes more attractive for them,” he
North Bengal argued.
Mortheast
Jharkhand Femandez questioned the notion of the government's “eminent domain™ — its right to
Bihar acquire private land for public good — on the grounds of loss of livelihood that affects
Odisha people’s right to life.
ARCHIVES

Since 1st March, 1999

But city-based activist Anuradha Talwar, who was by the side of Mamata Banerjes during
the Singur and Mandigram agitations, criticised the Trinamul Congress government's
hands-off policy on land.

THE TELEGRAPH

- About Us “Its hands-off policy hardly helps the poor farmer. It has only made more room for the land
- Advertise mafia who are purchasing land at a pittance and holding it illegally before selling at

- Feedback jacked-up prices to private companies. The government should act as a watchdog to

- Contact Us protect farmers’ interests instead of leaving them to the land sharks,” Talwar said.

http://www.tele graphindia. com/1130110/jsp/nation/story_16423597.jsp

Popular expectations in both Singur and Nandigram have been belied, Talwar said, with

2/7/2013
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residents left feeling they had been treated as “pawns in a political game™.
C I M A Sri Lankan researcher Jehan Perera spoke of the Colombo government’s refusal to

vacate the Tamil people's land it had taken over for military purposes.

CENTRE OF INTERNATIONAL MODERS ART

“With the war-displaced Tamils left to fend for themselves... the land issue has been
added to their demands for a political solution to ethnic issues,” Perera said.

In South Africa, land is one of the major hindrances to post-Apartheid racial reconciliation,
said Loren B. Landau, director of the Johannesburg-based African Centre for Migration
and Society.

Referring to demands for return of the land taken over by the Apartheid regimes for mining
and other industries, mostly from blacks, he said the issue was "extraordinarily
complicated and contested”.

“Only one per cent of the land has been returned. Most land was taken over generations I
earlier and now the ownerships are guestioned,” Landau said.

Roberto Vidal, from the Jesuit University in Bogota, Colombia, said the success of peace
initiatives between the government and leftist guerrillas would depend much on the
resettlemeant of communities displaced during decades-long armed conflicts.

“We are closely following the Indian judicial interventions regarding the forcibly displaced
people to fine-tune our policies on conflict resolution in Colembia,” Vidal said.

Chris Dolan, director of the Refugee Law project in Makerere University in Uganda, said
“truth-telling by combatant sides alone would not bring reconciliation....”

“Fundamental guarantee for people’s life and livelihood, compensation for their losses and
institutional reforms are crucial.... Given the sheer number of displaced people in India, it
should be an immediate imperative,” he said.
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Concern on minority safety
BISWAJIT RO

Caleutta, Jan. 10: Rights activists and academics from Pakistan, Sr Lanka and
Bangladash have voiced concern over attacks on minorities in their countrizs amid
increasing refigious and ethnic intolerance.

The exprassions of alarm, at two confarences in the city this week, also dwelt on the Babri
demolition and kilings of mincrities in India that triggered retaliatory attacks on minority
Hindus across the border.

|.A. Rehman, Pakistan Human Rights Commission director, said “forced conversion of
non-Muslims”, particulary women, in his country and “misuse of the blasphemy law”
against minority communities had dismayed him.

“It can't be denied that non-Muslims are treated as second-class or third-class citizens in
Pakistan. The conversion is offerad as an incentive to the poor to end thair economic
miseries,” ha told an interactive sassion of the Pakistan-India Peoples’ Forum for Peace
and Damocracy.

Rahman, ona of the founders of the forum, said forced conversions wera a “serious
matter” and some people were running an “crganised business” of forcing non-Muslim
girts to convert.

“There have been cases of abduction of such girls and their conversion and marriage to
Muslim men. Civil society groups in Pakistan have... moved courts. But social customs
maka it difficult for these girls to go back to their familes.”

Rehman, a Magsaysay award winner, exprassed concern over what he called the
“increasing Talibanisation of Pakistani society”.

Ha said the “yranny of balief” had led to raligious and ethnic intolerance, sectarian
violenca as well as attacks on freedom of expression.

“Even judges refused to give bail to the persons accused of blasphemy when Asma
Jahangir moved courts,” he said. referring to the Pakistani civil rights activist.

Rehman linked the “Talibanisafion™ to the “rising public anger against American drone
attacks” that had killed civilians, including children, and “widaspread corruption and
napatism of the ruling alite”,

He said the “hope” lay with the independent media, growing public awarenass, civil
sociely interventions as well as an “assaertive judiciary” in his country, but also wamed of
the “danger” of the “latter becoming populist” and “encroaching” on the terrtory of the
exacutive.

Rehman recalled how the 1892 demolition of the Babri mosque had triggered minority-
bashing in the rest of the subcontinent and siressed on increased people-to-pecple
contact across the bordar for creating mutual public goodwill, which, he underlined, was
crucial in the war against fundamentalism.

Jehan Perara, diractor, National Peace Council of Sri Lanka, said the island nation's
“majoritarian” Colombo government had violatad the rights of the minority Tamils.

“After its victory in the war against tha LTTE, the government did not admit any war crimes
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despite the fact that the LLRC had found that tarribde things happened and wanted tham
to ba investigated,” Perara said, referring to the govemment-appointed pansl during a
conference in the city.

“Tha government is not interested in forging a post-war society based on multi-ethnic
understanding but {has) injectad a strong dese of Sinhalese nationalism in polity, equally
virulent like the LTTE's version of Tamil nationalism,” ha told the conference of the
International Association for the Study of Forced Migration (IASFM).

“It has rejectad the Oslo accord between the pravious government and the LTTE, calling it
a sellout to the latter. Tamils are now asking for their rights and paolitical solutions to the
questions that led to tha civil war. The government has won the war but not the hoarts of
Tamils,” Perara said.

Professor Anisuzzaman, chairman of the Bangla Academy in Dhaka, and Rehman, who
both participated in the IASFM meet, recalled instances after Partition when Hindus and
Muslims had saved each other fram murdarous mobs.

“But weaknesses of democracy in Pakistan and Bangladash and tension among the
neighbouring countries have facilitated the rise of fundamentalism and terrorism of
different hues in the subcontinent,” he said. “This has weakened the civil sociaty
resistance against minority-bashing.”
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“The economic and foreign policies [of the two countries] are framed in such a m

never be decent neighbours,” said Ibn Abdur Rehman, Director of the Human Ri
Monday.

“We need to mend things which have caused the sufferings of people for the bett
he said at a Press conference in connection with the ongoing four-day 14th confe
for the Study of Forced Migration organised by the Mahanirban Calcutta Researc

“The Partition and migration issues have created problems for people of both cot
children,” Mr. Rehman observed.

“Driven by unhappy circumstances — economic, environmental, conflict-inducec
being forced out of what they consider home. In doing so, they often cross intern
behind bars till death. These are thousands of people in Pakistan who have their
them,” he said.

“The issue that the governments of the two countries have to address more is th:

Pakistan government for buying weapons when 40 per cent people are below the
Rehman added.

“Dialogue between the countries is the only way to build lasting peace, creating a
subcontinent. Governments and international organisations should interact with
suggested.

“Countries should inform the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
migrate or are caught crossing borders. Representatives of SAARC can meet peoj
recommend certain policies to the governments for dealing with the problem of1

Pointing out the problems of migration in South Asia, Professor Anisuzzaman of
University, said: “The South Asian countries share the same history; they have pi
also on the11' borders. The problem of labour in Bangladesh and India has caused
region.”

http://www.thehindu.conv/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/pak-rights-panel-chief-bl... 1/29/2013
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“Forced migration has turned millions into minorities and more into refugees in
India the Government should think about establishing transitional justice in this
problem,” said Chris Dolan, President of the International Association for the St
on Tuesday.

“Bitter memories of Partition were invoked every time there was a pogrom in the
India where people faced multiple partitions on their borders as well as inside th
problem as in such cases we do not address only one problem but a continuous ¢

Mr Dolan was speaking at the ongoing four-day 14{+t}{+h} conference of IASFVM
Research Group. The conference is attended by nearly 270 delegates from across

Pointing to the United Nations structure of transitional justice Mr. Dolan said:
processes ¢ and mechanisms associated with a society’s attempt to come to terms v
in order to ensure accountability, serve justice and achieve reconciliation. It cons
processes and mechanisms.... Whatever combination is chosen must be in confor
and obligations.”

A problem India and most other countries of South Asia face is ethnic crises becz
smaller regions inside a country because of popular demands is never a solution,

Laying emphasis on the need for a “truth commission” that could be an alternati
forced migration, Mr Dolan said the Commission is a part of transitional justice »
people who are forced by the Government to migrate. “The problem cannot be sc
economical support and fundamental rights. People who are forced to migrate d¢
activists is to provide them a platform where they can be heard by the governmer

bodies.”

Jehan Perera of the National Peace Council of Sri Lanka said: “Because of the lac
international bodies in the sub-continent, the problem of forced migration and i1
difficult issue to deal with.”

More In: OTHER STATES | NATIONATL
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statesman news Service

EOLEATA, 28 DEC: Some city-based researchers who have been working on
issmes like forced migration and displacement of people cauwsed mostly by
nataral disasters, conflicts, industrialisation, internal insurgency and riots, said
a huge number of people in Malda and *urshidabad districts are displaced due
to flood almost every year. But in most of the cases nobody, including the
government, is aware about the place these people relocate to. Poor people and
women are the most affected victims of the displacement.

It has been observed that in Maoist-affected areas many villagers were forced to
shift from one place to other due to the violence throngh many years. In recent
times people who of the Rajarhat area were forced to shift from the place as
their land were taken away to make place for the industries. A research says
that in most of the cases the displaced people wers not given proper
rehabilitation.

A research claimed women who take shelter in the refuges camps after natural
calamities often become victims of sexmal harassment. Even the compensation
are not equally distributed. The women and poor are the last to get
compensation, it claimed. A study said around 2o-25 lakh people in West
Bengal have been displaced from the first Five Year Plan until 2008. In the past
ten years maximum number of people have been displaced.

The Caleatta Besearch Group (CRG)will host the i4th conference of the
International Association for the Stady of Forced Migration in Kolkata from &
to g January to disenss varions issues of forced migration. Ome of the main
objectives of the conference is to ensure least number of people fall victim of
displacement after a natural calamity or other reasons. More than 250 delegates
from across the world will participate in the programme.

D1 Ranbir Samaddar, Director of CRG, said: “The main purpose of the
conference is to give a new dimension on how to deal with the problem ™
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'Women marginalized in parts
North-East'
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KOLKATA: When Nirbhava is raped and killed in D
condemnation against the incident. But when a Ma:
Chandel while on a fund-raising show, it turns into ;
instance of discrimination against women in the nos
University N Vijaylakshmi Brara argued on Wednes
part of society in many parts of the region.

She was speaking in Kolkata on 'Conflict, Gender an
India’s North-East' at a conference organized by the
Forced Migration jointly with Calcutta Research Grt
incident was the pride and the honour of the comm
individual," she explained. Citing the instance of op:
have their quotas in elected municipal bodies, she si
still marginalized. She wondered why the Meira Pai
were not involved in peace negotiations with underg
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