Neighbours, Neighbourhood and India in the age of Globalisation

(Description of A Short Course)

When globalisation seems to be the catchword for everything in economics and politics, it is necessary to question the assumption that globalisation effaces neighbours and neighbourhoods in the world today. On one hand there are strong trends towards regionalisation, Europe is the best example of that, on the other hand even the regions are being re-defined. The trend towards creating organic regions is not an uncomplicated one, and even in this case too neighbours are important. Thus the significant question for both a nation and a region is - Who are the neighbours? How does one define neighbourhood? What place has neighbourhood in the politics and particularly the foreign policy of a country? Along with that the other questions - How does neighbourhood impact on the politics of friendship? Who is a neighbour and who becomes “near abroad” or the “distant neighbour”? While neighbours, neighbourliness, and neighbourhoods may seem as sociological categories only, they not only impact on the ethics of the political subject, but the practices of the political community, and thus the political practices of nations in their internal and external lives.

The institution of borders, border fencing, the reality of migration, cross-border trade, the un-definable and un-quantifiable but the significant element of trust, the practices of conversation and reconciliation – all these come out from the phenomenon called neighbourhood and the un-escapable reality that like human beings countries and nations must have neighbours, and it is not always an option to choose a neighbour. Neighbours are there. You have to live with them. But then there is the question - How long or extended is the neighbourhood? What do we mean when we use the phrase “distant neighbour”? Does it depend on network and network only? How does one augment the stock of trust on which networks thrive? What are the historical factors that impact on neighbourliness?

These are the issues hitherto ignored in international studies, but beneath the official discourse these issues and themes are raising their heads and demanding attention. They call for a critical approach, and a capacity to understand the new actors, subjects, and themes in international studies, and a realisation that what we understand by world politics is guided by social and political practices to a degree hitherto unsuspected by us. This course takes up this broad theme from a post-colonial perspective that allows the observer to take a special angle to understand the genealogical patterns of the emergence of the politics of neighbourhood – in this case South Asia, in particular India, the India that emerges after the war, decolonisation, independence, and partition in 1947.

From this angle, the course intends to deliberate on the following subjects:

(a) Globalisation of politics (the discourses of democracy, liberal trade regime, nuclear non-proliferation), South Asia, and India

(b) Post-colonial state formation in India and the emergence of neighbours – nationalist anxieties and concerns

(c) Borders and boundaries I (national)

(d) Borders and boundaries II (internal and their relation with the external)

(e) Migration and security

(f) Autonomies, the mosaic of citizenship, and the redefining of sovereignty

Each of these subjects for discussion will reflect on the main theme of the course and will work round the theme of neighbourhood in many ways. The course will take up South Asian instances but their implications will be wider. For after all, both in developed world and the developing world nations live with and among neighbours. Only the mendicant and the super power can afford to ignore neighbours and live in splendid and mighty solitude. 

The course will require from the participants an assignment and participation in a symposium. The details of these are as follows –

Assignment (either a note or an essay)

1. Write a note of about 1500 words on any one of following questions:

(a) Why do you think that a study of globalisation (at least one part of such study) should be marked by a study of neighbours and neighbourhoods? Cite examples from the current history of any region to prove the point.

(b) “Women across borders” – does this theme constitute a new idea of neighbourliness and a resource against xenophobia? Write on this poser with suitable instances.

(c) Show how the post-colonial South Asian history (or Balkan history) demonstrates that partitions multiply, borders and boundaries reproduce, and there is strong connection between national and internal borders as markers of a game of security.

(d) Do you think that good neighbourliness means not only non-interference, but also sharing of sovereignty also in the context common resources and the like?

Or,

2. Write an essay of about 2000 words on any of the following topics:

(a) The global discourse of democracy

(b) Trust or suspicion on a country’s neighbour and its impact on the foreign policy of a country

(c) Migration and human security in South Asia

(d) Borders and boundaries and the politics of neighbourhood

Participants’ symposium

The theme – “The reality of neighbours and neighbourhood demands a new way to study globalisation and region-making trends”

(Note for the symposium – There will be five (5) speakers from among the participants and the rest will be the discussants. The first five participants notifying their intention to speak will be chosen. They have to submit their names to Professor Jyrki Kakonen. Each presentation will be for 10 minutes and after 50 minutes of presentation there will be discussion. The symposium will be for 2 hours and will be held on 18 November from 9 – 11 A.M. (B 275)

Suggested Readings 

Topic 1: 

A. Extract from R. Samaddar, The Politics of Dialogue – Living Under the Geopolitical Histories of War and Peace (Ashgate, 2004), Chapter 10

B. R. Samaddar, “Difference – What Does It Meaning for Political Writing?”, paper delivered at the International Conference on “The Difference”, University of Kairouan, Tunisia, March 2005

Topic 2: 

A. Paula Banerjee, “Aliens in the Colonial World” in R. Samaddar (ed.), Refugees and the State- Practices of Asylum and Care in India, 1947-2000 (Sage, 2003), Chapter 1

B. Ranabir Samaddar, “The Politics of Understanding” in Samir K. Das (ed.), Peace Processes and Peace Accords – South Asian Peace Studies, Volume II (Ssge, 2005), Chapter 1 

Topic 3: 

A. Samir K. Das, “War, Population Movements, and the Formation of States” in R. Samaddar (ed.), Peace Studies – An Introduction to the Concept, Scope, and Themes, South Asian Peace Studies, Volume 1 (Sage, 2004), Chapter 7

B. Paula Banerjee, “Borders as Unsettled markers – The Sino-Indian Border” in South Asian Peace Studies, Volume 1, Chapter 8

C. Barun De, “People and Territory – Moving Beyond Boundaries” in South Asian Peace Studies, Volume 1, Chapter 9

D. Asha Hans, “Women Across Borders in Kashmir – The Continuum of Violence” in South Asian Peace Studies, Volume 1, Chapter 13

E. Monirul Hussain, “Nationalities, Ethnic Processes, and Violence in India’s Northeast” in South Asian Peace Studies, Volume 1, Chapter 14

Topic 4: 

A. Ranabir Samaddar, “The Undefined Acts of Partition and Dialogue” in Sanjay Chaturvedi, Rada Ivekovic, Stefano Bianchini, and Ranabir Samaddar, Partitions – Reshaping States and Minds (Frank Cass, 2005), Section 3

B. Ranabir Samaddar, “Governing Territory with the Right Size” (unpublished ms.)

Topic 5:

A. Ranabir Samaddar, “Migration and the Insecure World of the Nation” (to be published in 2006 as part of a jointly authored book on migration and security (Manohar, 2005)

B. Cathy Schneider, “Crime Wars, Race Wars and other Protection Rackets in New York and Paris” (unpublished ms.)

Topic 6

A. T. Muivah’s interview to the BBC on the Naga rebellion and the solution in form of shared sovereignty 

B. Sanjay Barbora, “Autonomy in the Northeast” in Ranabir Samaddar (ed.), The Politics of Autonomy – Indian Experiences (Sage, 2005), Chapter 8

C. Etienne Balibar, “Europe: Vanishing Mediator?” in Etienne Balibar, We The People of Europe? Reflections on Transnational Citizenship (Princeton, 2005) 
